






A CUP OF COLD WATER
40 “ The  one  who wel comes  you wel comes  me, 
 and  the  one  who wel comes  me wel comes 
 him  who  sent  me. 41 Any one  who wel comes 
 a proph et be cause  he  is  a proph et A  will re-
ceive  a proph et’s re ward.  And any one  who 
wel comes  a righ teous per son be cause  he’s 
righ teous B  will re ceive  a righ teous per son’s 
re ward. 42  And who ev er  gives  even  a  cup  of 
 cold wa ter  to  one  of  these lit tle  ones be cause 
 he  is  a dis ci ple, C tru ly  I  tell  you,  he  will nev er 
 lose  his re ward.”

JOHN THE BAPTIST DOUBTS

11  When  Jesus  had �n ished giv ing in-
struc tions  to  his  twelve dis ci ples,  he 

 moved  on  from  there  to  teach  and  preach  in 
 their  towns. 2  Now  when  John  heard  in pris on 
 what  the  Christ  was do ing,  he  sent  a mes sage 
 through  his dis ci ples 3  and  asked  him, “ Are 
 you  the  one  who  is  to  come,  or  should  we ex-
pect some one  else? ”

4  Jesus re plied  to  them, “ Go  and re port  to 
 John  what  you  hear  and  see: 5  The  blind re ceive 
 their  sight,  the  lame  walk,  those  with lep ro sy D 
 are  cleansed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  raised, 
 and  the  poor  are  told  the  good  news, 6  and 
 blessed  is  the  one  who  isn’t o� end ed  by  me.”

7  As  these  men  were leav ing,  Jesus be gan  to 
 speak  to  the  crowds  about  John: “ What  did  you 
 go  out  into  the wil der ness  to  see?  A  reed sway-
ing  in  the  wind? 8  What  then  did  you  go  out  to 
 see?  A  man  dressed  in  soft  clothes?  See,  those 
 who  wear  soft  clothes  are  in roy al pal aces. 
9  What  then  did  you  go  out  to  see?  A proph et? 
 Yes,  I  tell  you,  and  more  than  a proph et. 10  This 
 is  the  one  about  whom  it  is writ ten:
  See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you;
  he will prepare your way before you. E
11 “Tru ly  I  tell  you,  among  those  born  of wom-
en  no  one great er  than  John  the Bap tist  has 
ap peared, F  but  the  least  in  the king dom  of 

heav en  is great er  than  he. 12  From  the  days 
 of  John  the Bap tist un til  now,  the king dom  of 
heav en  has  been su� er ing vi o lence, G  and  the 
vi o lent  have  been seiz ing  it  by  force. 13  For  all 
 the proph ets  and  the  law proph e sied un til 
 John. 14  And  if  you’re will ing  to ac cept  it,  he  is 
 the Eli jah  who  is  to  come. 15  Let any one  who 
 has  ears H lis ten.

AN UNRESPONSIVE GENERATION
16 “ To  what  should  I com pare  this gen er a tion? 
 It’s  like chil dren sit ting  in  the mar ket places 
 who  call  out  to oth er chil dren:
 17 We played the �ute for you,
  but you didn’t dance;
  we sang a lament,
  but you didn’t mourn! I
18  For  John  came nei ther eat ing  nor drink ing, 
 and  they  say, ‘ He  has  a de mon! ’ 19  The  Son  of 
 Man  came eat ing  and drink ing,  and  they  say, 
‘ Look,  a glut ton  and  a drunk ard,  a  friend  of 
 tax col lec tors  and sin ners! ’  Yet wis dom  is 
vin di cat ed J  by  her  deeds.” K

20  Then  he pro ceed ed  to de nounce  the 
 towns  where  most  of  his mir a cles  were  done, 
be cause  they  did  not re pent: 21 “ Woe  to  you, 
Cho ra zin!  Woe  to  you, Beth sa i da!  For  if  the 
mir a cles  that  were  done  in  you  had  been 
 done  in  Tyre  and Si don,  they  would  have re-
pent ed  in sack cloth  and ash es  long  ago. 22  But 
 I  tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable  for  Tyre  and 
Si don  on  the  day  of judg ment  than  for  you. 
23  And  you, Ca per na um,  will  you  be ex alt ed  to 
heav en?  No,  you  will  go  down  to Ha des.  For  if 
 the mir a cles  that  were  done  in  you  had  been 
 done  in Sod om,  it  would  have re mained un til 
to day. 24  But  I  tell  you,  it  will  be  more tolerable 
 for  the  land  of Sod om  on  the  day  of judg ment 
 than  for  you.”

THE SON GIVES KNOWLEDGE AND REST
25  At  that  time  Jesus  said, “ I  praise  you, Fa ther, 
 Lord  of heav en  and  earth, be cause  you  have 

A 10:41  Lit prophet in the name of a prophet   B 10:41  Lit person in the name of a righteous person   C 10:42  Lit little 
ones in the name of a disciple   D 11:5  Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases; see Lv 13–14   E 11:10  Mal 3:1   
F 11:11  Lit arisen   G 11:12  Or has been forcefully advancing   H 11:15  Other mss add to hear   I 11:17  Or beat your 
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