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3

Introduction

AUTHOR
Paul identi!es himself as the author of this letter and as “an apostle of Christ Jesus 

by God’s will.” While this ascription is generally universally accepted, some have 
questioned whether 6:14–7:1 is an original part of the letter and whether it might 
be a later interpolation either by Paul himself or even some other person. However, 
interpolation theories raise greater problems than they solve, for it is extremely dif!-
cult to explain, on those theories, why anyone would introduce such a passage at this 
place. If it is not a later interpolation, we have two tasks before us: to understand the 
message of 6:14–7:1 itself, and to relate it somehow to the rest of the letter, especially 
its immediate context. These issues are discussed in commentaries recommended for 
further reading.

DATE AND PROVENANCE
Assigning dates to the various points in Paul’s career and to the time of writing of his 

letters is fraught with dif!culties. In the case of his relationship with the Corinthians, 
we do have a couple of possible reference points that may help. First‚ Acts 18:2 tells 
us that when Paul arrived in Corinth on his !rst visit “he found a Jew named Aquila, 

a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla because 
Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome.” This edict of Claudius is generally 
held to have been promulgated in AD 49. Second‚ in Acts 18:12–17 we read that during 
Paul’s !rst visit to Corinth, he was brought before Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia. 
Fragments of an inscription found during excavations at Delphi contain a reproduction 
of a letter from the emperor Claudius from which it can be inferred that Gallio held 
of!ce in Corinth from the spring of AD 51 to the spring of AD 52. However, a state-
ment made by Seneca‚ the Stoic philosopher and brother of Gallio, informs us that 
Gallio did not complete his term of of!ce‚ and it is therefore  impossible to date Paul’s 
encounter with him in the latter part of his term. It must have taken place then between 
July and October AD 51.

Working from these reference points and taking note of the information provided 
about Paul’s movements in the Acts of the Apostles (and assuming that this is essentially 
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compatible with what may be inferred from Paul’s letters), the following chronology 
for Paul’s contacts with the Corinthians can be suggested. He arrived in Corinth for 
his !rst visit in early AD 50. After spending eighteen months there, he was arraigned 
before Gallio (latter half of AD 51). He stayed on in Corinth “for some time” after 
the arraignment (Acts 18:18)‚ then sailed for Antioch. After spending “some time” 
there (v. 18:23), Paul traveled through Galatia to Ephesus, where he spent two years 
and three months (AD 52–55). After leaving Corinth, and quite possibly during his 
stay in Ephesus, the apostle wrote the “previous letter” to the Corinthians. Toward the 
end of his time in Ephesus (AD 55), he wrote 1"Corinthians, made the “painful visit” 
(2"Cor 2:1), and wrote the “severe letter.” Paul then left Ephesus, traveling via Troas to 
Macedonia, where he met Titus, and from there he wrote 2"Corinthians (AD 56). He 
then made his third visit to Corinth and spent three months in Greece before setting out 
with the collection to Jerusalem, hoping to arrive there in time for Pentecost AD 57.

OCCASION AND PURPOSE
Paul wrote 2"Corinthians from Macedonia around AD 56, having received news 

from Titus that the Corinthians had responded positively to his “severe letter,” and had 
disciplined the offender who had attacked their apostle when he made his “painful 
visit” to them. He wanted to deal with criticisms of himself that had been aired in 
Corinth (1:12–24). The offender had apparently repented of his actions, so another 
reason Paul wrote was to call upon the Corinthians to forgive and reinstate him “so 
that we may not be taken advantage of by Satan” (2:1–13). Having done this, Paul 
was able to urge the Corinthians to carry out their previous intention to contribute to 
the collection for the poor believers in Jerusalem (chs. 8–9). At the same time, or as a 
follow up, in chs. 10–13 Paul wrote to defend himself against a frontal attack on his 
ministry being made by “false apostles” who had in!ltrated the Christian community 
in Corinth (11:1, 13). The letter ends without any indication whether this defense was 
successful. However, Paul’s Letter to the Romans, written shortly after 2"Corinthians, 
indicates that the Corinthians had contributed to the collection he was organizing for 
the believers in Jerusalem, not something they would have wanted to do if they still 
believed the slanderous charges the false apostles made against him.

STRUCTURE
As re#ected in the following outline, 2"Corinthians consists of two major parts: 

Paul’s response to a crisis already resolved by the time of writing (1:1–9:15), and 
his response to a new crisis (10:1–13:13). The !rst major part includes the preface 
(1:1–11), the body of the response (1:12–7:16), and advice about the collection for 
the poor saints in Jerusalem (8:1–9:15). The second major part includes a description 
of Paul’s exercise of apostolic authority (10:1–18), his pleas for tolerance on the part 
of his readers and the condemnation of his opponents (11:1–15), the so-called fool’s 
speech (11:16–12:13), information relating to his planned third visit (12:14–13:10), 
and the letter conclusion (13:11–13).
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OUTLINE
 I. Paul’s Response to a Crisis Resolved (1:1–9:15)
 A. Preface (1:1–11)
 1. The Address and Greeting (1:1–2)
 2. The Benediction (1:3–11)
 a. Paul Blesses God and Expresses His Hope for His Readers (1:3–7)
 b. Paul’s Troubles in Asia (1:8–11)
 B. The Body of the Response (1:12–7:16)
 1. Personal Defense (1:12–24)
 a. General Defense of Integrity (1:12–14)
 b. Defense of Changed Travel Plans (1:15–22)
 c. Paul Calls upon God as His Witness (1:23–25)
 2. The “Severe Letter”: Its Purpose and Aftermath (2:1–13)
 a. The Purpose of the “Severe Letter” (2:1–4)
 b. Forgiveness for the Offender (2:5–11)
 c. Waiting for Titus (2:12–13)
 3. Competency in Ministry (2:14–4:6)
 a. Led in Triumph (2:14–17)
 b. Letters of Recommendation (3:1–3)
 c. Ministers of the New Covenant (3:4–6)
 d. The Greater Glory of New Covenant Ministry (3:7–11)
 e. The Greater Boldness of New Covenant Ministers (3:12–18)
 f. The Conduct of Paul’s Ministry (4:1–6)
 4. Present Suffering and Future Glory (4:7–5:10)
 a. Treasure in Jars of Clay (4:7–15)
 b. We Do Not Give Up (4:16–18)
 c. The Heavenly Dwelling (5:1–10)
 5. The Ministry of Reconciliation (5:11–21)
 a. Defense of His Ministry (5:11–15)
 b. God’s Reconciling Act in Christ (5:16–21)
 6. Reconciliation Practiced (6:1–7:4)
 a. An Appeal for Reconciliation (6:1–13)
 b. A Call for Holy Living (6:14–7:1)
 c. A Further Appeal for Reconciliation (7:2–4)
 7. Paul’s Joy after a Crisis Resolved (7:5–16)
 a. Paul’s Relief When Titus Arrived (7:5–7)
 b. The “Severe Letter” and Its Effects (7:8–13a)
 c. Titus’s Happiness and Affection for the Corinthians (7:13b–16)
 C. The Matter of the Collection (8:1–9:15)
 1. The Example of the Macedonians (8:1–6)
 2. Paul Exhorts the Corinthians to Finish What They Began (8:7–15)
 3. Commendation of Those Who Will Receive the Collection (8:16–24)
 4. Be Prepared and Avoid Humiliation (9:1–5)
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 5. An Exhortation to Be Generous (9:6–15)
 II. Paul Responds to a New Crisis (10:1–13:14)
 A. Paul’s Exercise of Apostolic Authority (10:1–18)
 1. Paul Responds to Criticisms (10:1–11)
 2. Boasting within Proper Limits (10:12–18)
 B. A Plea for Tolerance and Condemnation of the Opponents (11:1–15)
 1. The Corinthians’ Gullibility (11:1–6)
 2. The Matter of Financial Remuneration (11:7–15)
 C. The Fool’s Speech (11:16–12:13)
 1. Accept Me as a Fool (11:16–21a)
 2. Paul’s Jewish Ancestry (11:21b–22)
 3. A Better Servant of Christ (11:23–33)
 4. Visions and Revelations (12:1–10)
 5. Signs of an Apostle (12:11–13)
 D. Paul’s Planned Third Visit (12:14–13:10)
 1. Paul Refuses to Burden the Corinthians (12:14–18)
 2. The Real Purpose of Paul’s Fool’s Speech (12:19–21)
 3. Paul Threatens Strong Action on His Third Visit (13:1–10)
 E. Conclusion (13:11–13)
 1. Final Exhortations (13:11–12)
 2. Benediction (13:13)

RECOMMENDED COMMENTARIES
Barnett, P. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. New International Commentary on the 

New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.
Hafemann, S. J. 2!Corinthians. NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2000.
Harris, M. J. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians: A Commentary on the Greek Text. 

New International Greek Testament Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005.
Kruse, C. G. 2!Corinthians: An Introduction and Commentary. Rev. ed. Tyndale New 

Testament Commentary 8. Nottingham/Downers Grove: IVP, 2015.
Seifrid, M. A. The Second Letter to the Corinthians. Pillar New Testament Commentary. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014.
Thrall, M. E. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. International Critical Commentary. 
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I. Paul’s Response to a Crisis 
Resolved (1:1–9:15)

A. PREFACE (1:1–11)

1. The Address and Greeting (1:1–2)

STRUCTURE
Paul’s opening words follow the formula found at the beginning of many ancient 

Greek letters: A to B, greeting. But he has expanded it with words that emphasize his 
apostolic authority (which had been called into question at Corinth), and by the inclu-
sion of speci!cally Christian sentiments dominated by references to God: “by the will 
of God,” “the church of God,” and “God our Father.”

In verse 1 Paul introduces himself as an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
and his colleague, Timothy, whom he associates with himself in the writing of this let-
ter, which is addressed to the church in Corinth and believers throughout the province 
of Achaia.

Verse 2 completes the greeting by invoking grace and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 �¸ıÂÇË�
� ÒÈĠÊÌÇÂÇË��ÉÀÊÌÇı�`¾ÊÇı�
� »ÀÛ�¿¼ÂûÄ¸ÌÇË�¿¼Çı�
� Á¸Ė��ÀÄĠ¿¼ÇË
� ĝ�Ò»¼ÂÎġË� Ìĉ�ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß�ÌÇı�¿¼Çı
� Ìĉ�ÇĥÊþ�ëÅ�ÇÉĕÅ¿Ŀ
� � ÊİÅ�ÌÇėË�ÖºĕÇÀË�ÈÜÊÀÅ
� ÌÇėË�ÇħÊÀÅ�ëÅ�ĞÂþ�Ìĉ��Ï¸Ēßբ
2� ÏÚÉÀË�ĨÄėÅ�Á¸Ė�¼ĊÉûÅ¾�
� ÒÈġ�¿¼Çı�È¸ÌÉġË�÷ÄľÅ�
� Á¸Ė�ÁÍÉĕÇÍ�`¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇıե
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VERSE 1

�¸ıÂÇË�ÒÈĠÊÌÇÂÇË��ÉÀÊÌÇı�`¾ÊÇı�»ÀÛ�¿¼ÂûÄ¸ÌÇË�¿¼Çı�Á¸Ė��ÀÄĠ¿¼ÇË�ĝ�Ò»¼ÂÎŦË
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and Timothy our brother:

The names �¸ıÂÇË and �ÀÄĠ¿¼ÇË are both anar., being proper names, and nom. abs. 
because they are not the subj. of a verb.
�ÈĠÊÌÇÂÇË is in the nom. case, being in appos. to �¸ıÂÇË, describing his status, and 

is anar. because Paul is not the only apostle of Christ. In the NT ÒÈĠÊÌÇÂÇË is used 
variously of (1) the Twelve appointed by Christ during his earthly ministry (Matt 10:2; 
Acts 1:2; 1"Cor 15:7); (2) Paul, appointed in a special appearance of the risen Christ 
(1"Cor 9:1); (3) James, the brother of the Lord (Gal 1:19) and Andronicus and Junia 
(Rom 16:7); and (4) messengers sent by the churches (2"Cor 8:17–18; Phil 2:25).
�ÉÀÊÌÇı�̀ ¾ÊÇı is either gen. of possession (“belonging to Christ Jesus”) or subj. gen. 

(“sent by Christ Jesus”). The phrase �ÉÀÊÌÇı�̀ ¾ÊÇı is found only here in 2"Corinthians. 
Elsewhere in this letter the apostle uses `¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı (1:2, 3; 4:6; 8:9; 13:3), and this 
is the rdg. of most later manuscripts. However, �ÉÀÊÌÇı�`¾ÊÇı is the rdg. of the earlier 
and better manuscripts, incl. 46ދ � B M, whose mng. is “Messiah Jesus.” The later 
adoption of `¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı re#ects a time when the two words were joined to form a 
proper name (cf. Harris 129).
�ÀÛ�¿¼ÂûÄ¸ÌÇË�¿¼Çı is a gen. prep. phrase that quali!es ÒÈĠÊÌÇÂÇË, indicating the 

means by which Paul was appointed as an apostle. The gen. ¿¼Çı may be either poss. 
(“God’s will”) or subj. (“God willing it”). �¼ÂûÄ¸ÌÇË is an anar. noun as often, but not 
always, in prep. phrases.
o�Ò»¼ÂÎŦË is nom. case, in appos. to �ÀÄĠ¿¼ÇË, and further identi!es him as “the 

brother” (a fellow Christian). Having the art. suggests that �ÀÄĠ¿¼ÇË was well-known. 
CSB renders ĝ�Ò»¼ÂÎŦË as “our brother,” a way of indicating he was well-known as a 
fellow member of the Christian community (cf. BDAG 18a).

Ìĉ�ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß�ÌÇı�¿¼Çı�Ìĉ�ÇĥÊþ�ëÅ�ÇÉĕÅ¿Ŀ�ÊİÅ�ÌÇėË�ÖºĕÇÀË�ÈÜÊÀÅ�ÌÇėË� ÇħÊÀÅ� ëÅ� ĞÂþ�Ìĉ�
�Ï¸Ēß,

To the church of God at Corinth, with all the saints who are throughout Achaia.

<ÁÁÂ¾Êĕß, dat. sg. fem. ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕ¸,�է¸Ë,�÷, “assembly, church.” �ĉ�ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß is a dat. 
prep. phrase indicating to whom the letter is addressed. Here ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß denotes a con-
gregation “as the totality of Christians living and meeting in a particular location or 
larger geographical area, but not necessarily limited to one meeting place” (BDAG 
304a). The poss. gen. ÌÇı�¿¼Çı quali!es Ìĉ�ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß indicating the church belongs to 
God. �ĉ�ÇĥÊþ�ëÅ�ÇÉĕÅ¿Ŀ is a dat. attrib. ptc. phrase, modifying Ìĉ�ëÁÁÂ¾Êĕß, locating 
the church in Corinth. �ĥÊþ, dat. sg. fem. of pres. act. ptc. of ¼ĊÄĕ, “be.”
�İÅ�ÌÇėË�ÖºĕÇÀË�ÈÜÊÀÅ is a dat. prep. phrase further describing the addressees as incl. 

“all the saints.” The adj. ×ºÀÇË�էĕ¸,�էÇÅ, “saints, holy ones,” refers to Christians conse-
crated to God (BDAG 11c). �ħÊÀÅ, dat. pl. masc. of pres. act. ptc. of ¼ĊÄĕ, “be.” �ÇėË�
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ÇħÊÀÅ�ëÅ�ĞÂþ�Ìĉ��Ï¸Ēß is an attrib. ptc. phrase qualifying “all the saints” by incl. all 
those in the wider Achaian province.

VERSE 2

ÏÚÉÀË�ĨÄėÅ�Á¸Ė�¼ĊÉûÅ¾�ÒÈġ�¿¼Çı�È¸ÌÉġË�÷ÄľÅ�Á¸Ė�ÁÍÉĕÇÍ�`¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇıե
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

�ÚÉÀË and ¼ĊÉûÅ¾ are nom. abs. nouns requiring an optative form (the mood of pos-
sibility, used to express prayers, wishes, and benedictions [as here]) of the verb ¼ĊÄĕ 
to complete the sense (“Grace and peace be to you”). In this case the verb is unstated. 
The standard Gk. greeting was simply Ï¸ĕÉ¼ÀÅ (cf. Acts 15:23; 23:26; Jas 1:1; 2"John 
11), but Paul replaces it with the uniquely Christian expression ÏÚÉÀË (“grace”) and 
¼ĊÉûÅ¾ (“peace” [Heb. šălôm]). In Paul’s letters God’s grace is linked with God’s love 
in sending his Son to effect salvation for humanity (Rom 8:32; 2"Cor 8:9), and then 
with his ongoing acts of loving provision (Rom 8:32). The peace Paul invokes is the 
subjective sense of peace and well-being that rests upon the objective peace with God 
won through Christ’s death (Eph 2:13–18).
�¼Çı following ÒÈŦ is a gen. of source, indicating that God is the source of the grace 

and peace Paul invokes for his readers. �¸ÌÉġË ÷ÄľÅ stands in appos. to ¿¼Çı, further 
de!ning God as the Father and the source of the blessing invoked. �¸ÌÉŦË, gen. sg. 
masc. È¸ÌûÉ,�È¸ÌÉĠË,�ĝ, “father.”
¸Ė� ÁÍÉĕÇÍ� `¾ÊÇı� �ÉÀÊÌÇı complements this, closely associating Jesus with the 

Father as the source of the blessing invoked. Harris, Prepositions, 62: “The single ÒÈŦ 
standing before both personal names points to the unity and singularity of the source. 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ jointly form a single source of divine grace, 
mercy, and peace.” Barnett 63: “Paul does use kyrios to identify Jesus with Yahweh, as 
may be seen in the way he applies to Jesus a number of texts from the LXX that refer 
to Kyrios = Yahweh.”
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HOMILETICAL SUGGESTIONS

The Church of God (1:1–2)
 1. Apostles as the foundation of the church (v. 1a, cf. Eph 2:20)
 2. The nature and makeup of the local church (v. 1b., cf. 1"Cor 1:26–31)
 3. The grace and peace of God extended to the church (v. 2, cf. Rom 8:31–39)

2. The Benediction (1:3–11)

a. Paul Blesses God and Expresses His Hope for His Readers (1:3–7)

STRUCTURE
In ancient Greek letters, a thanksgiving section followed the introductory greeting. 

This usually included a short expression of praise and prayerful concern or thanks-
giving for the recipients. Paul’s letters usually begin in the same way. However, 
2"Corinthians is unusual in that what follows the greeting is a benediction in which he 
blesses God, not for grace evident in the lives of his readers, as is the case in most of 
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his other letters, but for the comfort he and his colleagues have experienced amid great 
af#iction. Paul tells his readers that these af#ictions are for their comfort and salvation, 
and he hopes that as they share in sufferings, they will share in the comfort he and his 
colleagues have experienced as well.

In verses 3–4 Paul praises God, who comforts him in all his af#ictions, so that he 
can in turn comfort others experiencing af#iction with the comfort he himself has 
experienced from God. In Christ comfort also over#ows to him. In verses 6–7 the 
apostle explains that his af#iction is for the comfort and salvation of his readers, which 
they will experience as they undergo similar af#ictions, and his !rm hope is that as 
they share the sufferings [of Christ] they will also share comfort [through Christ].

3� �ĤÂÇº¾ÌġË�ĝ�¿¼ġË�
� Á¸Ė�È¸ÌüÉ�
� ÌÇı�ÁÍÉĕÇÍ�÷ÄľÅ�`¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇıբ�
� ĝ�È¸ÌüÉ�ÌľÅ�ÇĊÁÌÀÉÄľÅ
� Á¸Ė�¿¼ġË�ÈÚÊ¾Ë�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑËբ
4� ĝ�È¸É¸Á¸ÂľÅ�÷ÄÜË�
� ëÈĖ�ÈÚÊþ�Ìĉ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À�÷ÄľÅ�
� ¼ĊË�Ìġ�»įÅ¸Ê¿¸À�÷ÄÜË�È¸É¸Á¸Â¼ėÅ�ÌÇİË�ëÅ�ÈÚÊþ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À�
� »ÀÛ�ÌýË�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË 
� úË�È¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸�¸ĤÌÇĖ�
� ĨÈġ�ÌÇı�¿¼Çıե
5� ĞÌÀ�Á¸¿ĽË�È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À�ÌÛ�È¸¿ûÄ¸Ì¸�ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜËբ�
� ÇĩÌÑË�»ÀÛ�ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı�È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À�Á¸Ė�÷�È¸ÉÚÁÂ¾ÊÀË�÷ÄľÅե
6� ¼ċÌ¼�»ò�¿ÂÀ¹ĠÄ¼¿¸բ�
� ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË�ĨÄľÅ�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË�Á¸Ė�ÊÑÌ¾Éĕ¸Ëж�
� ¼ċÌ¼�È¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸բ�
� ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË�ĨÄľÅ�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË 
� ÌýË�ëÅ¼ÉºÇÍÄñÅ¾Ë�
� ëÅ�ĨÈÇÄÇÅĉ�ÌľÅ�¸ĤÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ�
� ĻÅ�Á¸Ė�÷Ä¼ėË�ÈÚÊÏÇÄ¼Åե
7� Á¸Ė�÷�ëÂÈĖË�÷ÄľÅ�¹¼¹¸ĕ¸�ĨÈòÉ�ĨÄľÅ�
� ¼Ċ»ĠÌ¼Ë�ĞÌÀ�ĸË�ÁÇÀÅÑÅÇĕ�ëÊÌ¼�ÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅբ�
� ÇĩÌÑË�Á¸Ė�ÌýË�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑËե

VERSE 3

�ĤÂÇº¾ÌġË�ĝ�¿¼ġË�Á¸Ė�È¸ÌüÉ�ÌÇı�ÁÍÉĕÇÍ�÷ÄľÅ�`¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

�ĤÂÇº¾ÌŦË, “blessed, praised” (BDAG 408c), is a pred. verbal adj. placed at the 
beginning of the sentence, as it is the main point of the prayer wish (cf. Eph 1:3; 1"Pet 
1:3). A form of the verb ¼ĊÄţ is implied, either the opt. (¼ċ¾, “may God be blessed”) or 
an impv. (ìÊÌÑ, “let God be blessed”) or an indic. (ìÊÌÀÅ, “blessed is God”) (R 396, 
945, 1133).
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o�¿¼ġË�Á¸Ė�È¸ÌûÉ is an example of the Granville-Sharpe rule: where two subj. nom. 
sg. personal non-proper nouns are linked by Á¸ţ and governed by one art., the second 
noun refers to the same person as the !rst (R 785; Wallace 274, 277). Barnett 69: “It 
is probable that ‘the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’ is to be understood as 
‘God, even the Father, that is, as Paul’s gloss on the synagogue benediction of God (cf. 
11:31; Rom 15:6).”
�Çı�ÁÍÉĕÇÍ�÷ÄľÅ�`¾ÊÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı is a gen. of relationship expressing God’s fatherly 

relationship to Jesus. ÍÉĕÇÍ�÷ÄľÅ is also a gen. of relationship, expressing believers’ 
subord. to Jesus Christ as Lord.

God, who in OT times was known as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is now 
more perfectly revealed as “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (cf. Gal 4:4). 
As it stands, this description of God is ambiguous and could be taken to mean that he 
is not only the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ but also his God, indicating that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was in no way independent of God the Father. To remove the ambi-
guity Paul could have written “God and the Father (ĝ�¿¼ġË�Á¸Ė�ĝ�È¸ÌŢÉ) of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” In his incarnate state Christ spoke of God as “my God” (cf. Matt 27:46; 
John 20:17). All this suggests, as Harris 142 notes, “a duality of relation” between the 
Father and the Son.

ĝ�È¸ÌüÉ�ÌľÅ�ÇĊÁÌÀÉÄľÅ�Á¸Ė�¿¼ġË�ÈÚÊ¾Ë�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË,
the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort.

o�È¸ÌüÉ�ÌľÅ�ÇĊÁÌÀÉÄľÅ stands in appos. to and further de!nes ĝ�¿¼ġË�Á¸Ė�È¸ÌŢÉ. 
�ĊÁÌÀÉÄľÅբ gen. pl. masc. ÇĊÁÌÀÉÄĠË,�էÇı,�ĝ, “mercies, compassions,” an obj. gen. (“God 
who shows mercy”).
¸Ė�¿¼ġË�ÈÚÊ¾Ë�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË also stands in appos. to and de!nes further ĝ�¿¼ġË�Á¸Ė�

È¸ÌŢÉ. The mercies (or, “compassion” in the NIV) of God are frequently celebrated 
and invoked in the OT (e.g., Neh 9:19; Ps 51:1; Isa 63:7; Dan 9:9; Wis 9:1). Paul’s 
appreciation of the mercies of God had been deepened by his understanding of God’s 
saving action in Christ (Rom 12:1 uses the expression “the mercies of God” to denote 
the great saving acts of God in Christ as described in Romans 1–11).
�¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË, gen. sg. fem. È¸ÉÚÁÂ¾ÊÀË,�է¼ÑË,�÷, “comfort, consolation,” obj. gen. 

(God who “comforts” his people). The word È¸ÉŠÁÂ¾ÊÀË is used by Luke in his Gospel 
when describing those who, like the aged Simeon, were “looking forward to Israel’s 
consolation” (Luke 2:25). The consolation expected was the deliverance which God 
would provide through the coming of the Messiah. For Paul, the messianic age had 
already begun, albeit while the present age was still running its course, and it is the 
overlapping of the ages that accounts for the surprising coincidence of af#iction and 
consolation of which he speaks in the present passage. The !nal consolation of the 
children of God awaits the day of the revelation of Jesus Christ in glory. But because 
the messianic age has been inaugurated by Jesus, Israel’s Messiah, at his !rst coming, 
believers experience comfort in the present time as a foretaste of that !nal consolation.
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VERSE 4

ĝ�È¸É¸Á¸ÂľÅ�÷ÄÜË�ëÈĖ�ÈÚÊþ�Ìĉ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À�÷ÄľÅ
He comforts us in all our af#iction,

�¸É¸Á¸ÂľÅ, nom. sg. masc. of pres. act. ptc. of È¸É¸Á¸ÂñÑ, “comfort.”  o�
È¸É¸Á¸ÂľÅ�÷ÄÜË is a nom. attrib. ptc. clause describing God as the one who also “com-
forts us.” <Èţ with the dat. ÈÚÊþ�Ìĉ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À is spatial, indicating the place/situation in 
which God’s comfort is expressed: “in all our af#iction.” �ÚÊþ�Ìĉ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À�÷ÄľÅ (BDF 
§275[3]): “all tribulations actually encountered [by Paul].”

¼ĊË�Ìġ�»įÅ¸Ê¿¸À�÷ÄÜË�È¸É¸Á¸Â¼ėÅ�ÌÇİË�ëÅ�ÈÚÊþ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À
so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any kind of af#iction,

�ĊË�Ìġ�»įÅ¸Ê¿¸À�÷ÄÜË is an art. inf. cstr. comprising the prep. ¼ĊË with the acc. neut. 
art. ÌŦ, the pres. mid. inf. »įÅ¸Ê¿¸À, and the acc. subj. ÷ÄÜË, expressing purpose, i.e., 
“to enable us.”
�¸É¸Á¸Â¼ėÅ�ÌÇİË�ëÅ�ÈÚÊþ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À: the inf. È¸É¸Á¸Â¼ėÅ stands in complementary rela-

tionship with »įÅ¸Ê¿¸À, i.e., expressing what Paul is enabled by God to do: “to comfort 
those who are in any kind of af#iction.” The phrase ÌÇİË�ëÅ�ÈÚÊþ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À is the object of 
the inf. È¸É¸Á¸Â¼ėÅ, in which the dat. prep. phrase ëÅ�ÈÚÊþ�¿ÂĕÐ¼À describes the cond. 
of those to be comforted (“in any kind of af#iction” [cf. R 772]). BDF §275(3): “in any 
situation which may be encountered.”

»ÀÛ�ÌýË�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË�úË�È¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸�¸ĤÌÇĖ�ĨÈġ�ÌÇı�¿¼Çıե
through the comfort we ourselves receive from God.

�ÀŠ with gen. ÌýË� È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË (“through the comfort”) indicates the means by 
which Paul is able to comfort others. �¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸, 1st pl. pres. mid. indic. of 
È¸É¸Á¸ÂñÑ, “comfort.”
KË�È¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸�̧ ĤÌÇĖ�ĨÈġ�ÌÇı�¿¼Çı is an attrib. clause qualifying ÌýË�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË, 

indicating the source of the comfort that enables Paul to comfort others. KË is an 
instance of an acc. pron. attracted into the gen. (R 716). �ĤÌÇţ, nom. pl. masc. standing 
in the pred. position, functions as an emphasizing pron. “ourselves.”  uÈŦ with gen. ÌÇı�
¿¼Çı indicates the “agent” (“God”) by whom Paul was comforted.

VERSE 5

ĞÌÀ�Á¸¿ĽË�È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À�ÌÛ�È¸¿ûÄ¸Ì¸�ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË,
For just as the sufferings of Christ over#ow to us,

pÌÀ, or “for,” is a subord. conj. loosely connecting what follows with what precedes 
(BDAG 732c; BDF §456; R 962f.) and explains why he is able to comfort others (cf. 
Barnett 74). ¸¿ŪË . . . functions as an adv. of comp.: “just as . . .” (BDAG 493c–d).
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�¸¿ûÄ¸Ì¸, nom. pl. neut. ÈÚ¿¾Ä¸,�է¸ÌÇË,�ÌĠ “sufferings,” takes a sg. verb È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À 
(3rd sg. pres. act. indic. of È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼įÑ, “over#ow”). �Û�È¸¿ûÄ¸Ì¸�ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı, denot-
ing Christ’s sufferings shared by Paul or believers, has been variously interpreted: 
(a) Paul experienced suffering in his apostolic work just as Christ did in his work as 
Messiah (Denney 82); (b) the sufferings experienced by Christ are extended so as to 
reach and be shared by others (Barrett 61); (c) sharing the sufferings of Christ is an 
allusion to Christian baptism (Thrall 1:107–10); (d) the sufferings of Christ experi-
enced by believers are no special sufferings, but those experienced by humankind in 
general; however Christians experience and understand them in a new way (Bultmann 
24); (e) Paul’s Jewish contemporaries expected the messianic age to be preceded and 
ushered in by a period of suffering. These were known as the messianic woes or birth 
pangs of the Messiah/Christ (Best 131–36); (f) “Christ, who suffered personally on 
the cross, continues to suffer in his people” while the old age lasts (Bruce 178, Harris 
146, cf. Acts 9:4–5).

Evaluating the various suggestions: the view that to share the sufferings of Christ 
is related to Christian baptism has found few supporters. Bultmann’s suggestion that 
it refers to humankind’s experience in general lacks cogency in the light of the lists 
of af#ictions in 2"Corinthians, all of which are related to Paul’s ministry as an apos-
tle. More likely is the suggestion that the sufferings of Christ refer to af#ictions Paul 
endured in the course of his apostolic ministry. It is also possible that while Christians 
suffer for the sake of Christ, he at the same time suffers in his people (cf. Acts 9:4–5), 
or that united with Christ, they too ful!ll the role of the Suffering Servant and share his 
af#ictions (cf. Col 1:24–25). Seifrid 26: “Paul inverts the tradition that later appears in 
the rabbinic expectation of the ‘travails of the Messiah’ (heblď shel meshiah). These 
were the times of suffering that were expected to precede the coming of the Messiah, 
and from which one hoped to be spared. Paul speaks instead of Christ’s sufferings, in 
which he shares as an apostle, and which belong to all Christians.”
�ĊË, prep. with acc. ÷ÄÜË denotes movement towards, here referring to the sufferings 

of Christ that over#ow “to us.”

ÇĩÌÑË�»ÀÛ�ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı�È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À�Á¸Ė�÷�È¸ÉÚÁÂ¾ÊÀË�÷ÄľÅե
so also through Christ our comfort over#ows.

�ĩÌÑË completes the comp. begun by Á¸¿ŪË . . . (“Just as the sufferings of Christ 
over#ow to us, so also through Christ our comfort over#ows”). �ÀŠ is a prep. with gen. 
ÌÇı��ÉÀÊÌÇı indicating the means by which God brings comfort: “through Christ.” 
�¸ÉÚÁÂ¾ÊÀË see note on v. 3 above. �¼ÉÀÊÊ¼į¼À, 3rd sg. pres. act. indic. of È¼ÉÀÊÊ¼įÑ, 
“abound.” ZG 532: “exceed the measure, be without measure.”

VERSE 6

¼ċÌ¼�»ò�¿ÂÀ¹ĠÄ¼¿¸,�ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË�ĨÄľÅ�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË�Á¸Ė�ÊÑÌ¾Éĕ¸Ëж
If we are af#icted, it is for your comfort and salvation.
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�ċÌ¼�ե�ե�ե�¼ċÌ¼.".".". The combination of subord. conj. ¼ċÌ¼ (“if”) found here “does not 
introduce mutually exclusive alternatives but rather successive experiences” (Harris 
147). So: “If we are af#icted.".".". If we are comforted.".".".” �ÂÀ¹ĠÄ¼¿¸, 1st pl. pres. 
pass. indic. of ¿Âĕ¹Ñ, “af#ict.” For the af#ictions experienced by Paul in his apostolic 
ministry, see 4:7–12; 11:23–29. uÈšÉ is a prep. with gen. meaning “on behalf of, for 
the bene!t of.” Moule 65.ii.b: “with a view to.” R 632: “the object at which one is aim-
ing,” in this case for the Corinthians’ “comfort and salvation.” �ýË�ĨÄľÅ�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË�
Á¸Ė�ÊÑÌ¾Éĕ¸Ë is an instance of two things “treated as one for the purpose in hand, and 
hence use only one article” (R 787). Clearly ĨÄľÅ is an obj. gen. relating to the comfort 
received, not a subj. gen. denoting comfort bestowed by the Corinthians. The comfort 
they received through Paul’s ministry includes both the !rstfruits of salvation experi-
enced in the present and their !nal salvation on the last day. �ÑÌ¾Éĕ¸ԍ, gen. sg. fem. 
ÊÑÌ¾Éĕ¸,�է¸Ë,�÷ “salvation.”

¼ċÌ¼�È¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸,�ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË�ĨÄľÅ�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË
If we are comforted, it is for your comfort,

�ċÌ¼�ե�ե�ե�¼ċÌ¼ե�ե�ե�ե See comment above. �¸É¸Á¸ÂÇįÄ¼¿¸, 1st pl. pres. mid. indic. 
of È¸É¸Á¸ÂñÑ, “comfort.” �¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË, gen. sg. fem. È¸ÉÚÁÂ¾ÊÀË,�է¼ÑË,�÷, “comfort, 
consolation.” See notes on ĨÈšÉ and ĨÄľÅ above. It was not only through Paul’s will-
ingness to endure af#ictions while preaching the gospel in Corinth that comfort came 
to the Corinthians, but also through the comfort the apostle himself received in the 
midst of af#ictions that enabled him to comfort them.

ÌýË�ëÅ¼ÉºÇÍÄñÅ¾Ë�ëÅ�ĨÈÇÄÇÅĉ�ÌľÅ�¸ĤÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ�ĻÅ�Á¸Ė�÷Ä¼ėË�ÈÚÊÏÇÄ¼Åե
which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings that we suffer.

A rel. clause qualifying È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑË: “[comfort] which produces . . .”). 
<Å¼ÉºÇÍÄñÅ¾Ë, gen. sg. fem. of pres. mid. ptc. of ëÅ¼ÉºñÑ, “work.” BDAG 335b: 
“intrans. ‘work’, ‘be at work’, ‘be active’, ‘operate’, ‘be effective.’” �ýË�ëÅ¼ÉºÇÍÄñÅ¾Ë 
has been variously translated: “which produces” (CSB, NIV); “which [or, that] you 
experience” (NRSV, ESV, NET); “which is effective” (NASB); “that functions in [the 
act of] enduring” (BDAG 335c). The essential choice is between comfort that pro-
duces endurance of sufferings (so, e.g., Barnett 77; Harris 148; Seifrid 28) or com-
fort experienced in the midst of sufferings. �¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ gen. pl. neut. from ÈÚ¿¾Ä¸, 
է¸ÌÇË,�ÌĠ, “suffering.” In the attrib. position ¸ĤÌľÅ functions as an identical adj.: “the 
same sufferings.” �ÚÊÏÇÄ¼Å, 1st pl. pres. act. indic. of ÈÚÊÏÑ, “suffer.” �Å�Á¸Ė�÷Ä¼ėË�
ÈÚÊÏÇÄ¼Å�ԃԍ a rel. clause (“that we also suffer”) qualifying ÌľÅ�¸ĤÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ, i.e., 
Paul identi!es the Corinthians’ sufferings with his own. We can only guess in what 
way the sufferings of the Corinthians might have been similar to Paul’s. It is unlikely 
that they were like those experienced by Paul in the course of his apostolic mission 
(cf. 4:7–12; 11:23–29). Allo 10 suggests they were simply the con#icts among fami-
lies and relatives, the painful problems and the small everyday vexations that living 
out the gospel would give rise to in the midst of a town submerged in paganism and 
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licentiousness. If so, Paul recognizes that, in such af#ictions, the Corinthians may be 
said to be sharing the sufferings of Christ (cf. v. 5; Phil 1:29–30).

For reasons for not adopting the rdg. of some mss. that omit ĻÅ�Á¸Ė�÷Ä¼ėË�ÈÚÊÏÇÄ¼Åե�
Á¸Ė�÷�ëÂÈĖË�÷ÄľÅ�¹¼¹¸ĕ¸�ĨÈòÉ�ĨÄľÅ�¼Ċ»ĠÌ¼Ë�ĞÌÀ�ĸË�ÁÇÀÅÑÅÇĕ�ëÊÌ¼�ÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ in vv. 
6–7, see Metzger 505–6.

VERSE 7

Á¸Ė�÷�ëÂÈĖË�÷ÄľÅ�¹¼¹¸ĕ¸�ĨÈòÉ�ĨÄľÅ
And our hope for you is !rm,

<ÂÈĕË, nom. sg. fem. of ëÂÈĕË,�էĕ»ÇË,�÷, “hope.” �¼¹¸ĕ¸, nom. sg. fem. adj. of ¹ñ¹¸ÀÇË, 
է¸,�էÇÅ, “!rm, unshaken.” Cf. BDAG 172c: “our expectation [of things to be ful!lled] 
for you is not misplaced.” uÈšÉ is a prep. with gen. ĨÄľÅ: “for you.”

¼Ċ»ĠÌ¼Ë�ĞÌÀ�ĸË�ÁÇÀÅÑÅÇĕ�ëÊÌ¼�ÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ,�ÇĩÌÑË�Á¸Ė�ÌýË�È¸É¸ÁÂûÊ¼ÑËե
because we know that as you share in the sufferings, so you will also share in the 
comfort.

�Ċ»ĠÌ¼Ë, nom. pl. masc. of perf. act. ptc. of Çč»¸ “know,” a causal adv. ptc.: “because 
we know.".".".” �Ë, a conj., introduces a comp. completed by ÇĩÌÑË (dem. adv.: “as".".". 
so . . .”). �Ë�ÁÇÀÅÑÅÇĕ� ëÊÌ¼� ÌľÅ�È¸¿¾ÄÚÌÑÅ, lit. means “as you are partakers of the 
sufferings” (CSB: “as you share in the sufferings”). As the Corinthians share in the 
sufferings, so surely they will also share in the comfort. ӫÇÀÅÑÅÇĕ, nom. pl. masc. 
ÁÇÀÅÑÅĠË,�էÇı,�ĝ “partaker.”

b. Paul’s Troubles in Asia (1:8–11)

STRUCTURE
Paul informs his readers of the troubles he experienced in the province of Asia, an 

experience that was still very fresh in his memory. We lack suf!cient information for 
a positive identi!cation of what those Asian troubles were. Several suggestions have 
been made, of which Jewish opposition stirred up against the apostle in Ephesus com-
mends itself the most.

Vv. 8–9a describe the intensity of this suffering and its effect on Paul; v. 9b indicates 
the purpose/result of the sufferings—that he should not trust in himself, but in God, 
who raises the dead. V. 10 further describes God as the one who delivered Paul from 
so terrible a death, and as the one whom he trusts will deliver him again. V. 11 con-
nects the prayers of his readers for him with an expected future deliverance by God, 
deliverance that, in answer to their prayers, will result in many giving thanks to God.

8� �Ĥ�ºÛÉ�¿ñÂÇÄ¼Å�ĨÄÜË�ÒºÅÇ¼ėÅբ�Ò»¼ÂÎÇĕբ�
� ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË�¿ÂĕÐ¼ÑË�÷ÄľÅ�
� ÌýË�º¼ÅÇÄñÅ¾Ë�ëÅ�Ìĉ��Êĕßբ�
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� ĞÌÀ�Á¸¿φ�ĨÈ¼É¹ÇÂüÅ�ĨÈòÉ�»įÅ¸ÄÀÅ�ë¹¸Éû¿¾Ä¼Å�
� ĹÊÌ¼�ëÆ¸ÈÇÉ¾¿ýÅ¸À�÷ÄÜË�Á¸Ė�ÌÇı�½ýÅж
9� ÒŬφ�¸ĤÌÇĖ�ëÅ�î¸ÍÌÇėË�Ìġ�ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸�ÌÇı�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ�ëÊÏûÁ¸Ä¼Åբ
� ďÅ¸�Äü�È¼ÈÇÀ¿ĠÌ¼Ë�ķÄ¼Å�ëÎφ�î¸ÍÌÇėË�
� ÒÂÂφ�ëÈĖ�ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ�
� ÌŊ�ëº¼ĕÉÇÅÌÀ�ÌÇİË�Å¼ÁÉÇįËж
10 ğË�ëÁ�Ì¾ÂÀÁÇįÌÇÍ�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ�ëÉÉįÊ¸ÌÇ�÷ÄÜË�Á¸Ė�ģįÊ¼Ì¸Àբ�
� ¼ĊË�ğÅ�óÂÈĕÁ¸Ä¼Å�֙ĞÌÀ֚�Á¸Ė�ìÌÀ�ģįÊ¼Ì¸Àբ
11 ÊÍÅÍÈÇÍÉºÇįÅÌÑÅ�Á¸Ė�ĨÄľÅ�ĨÈòÉ�÷ÄľÅ�
� Ìĉ�»¼ûÊ¼Àբ�
� ďÅ¸�ëÁ�ÈÇŬľÅ�ÈÉÇÊļÈÑÅ�Ìġ�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË�ÏÚÉÀÊÄ¸�»ÀÛ�ÈÇŬľÅ�¼ĤÏ¸ÉÀÊÌ¾¿ĉ�
� ĨÈòÉ�÷ÄľÅե

VERSE 8

�Ĥ�ºÛÉ�¿ñÂÇÄ¼Å�ĨÄÜË�ÒºÅÇ¼ėÅ,�Ò»¼ÂÎÇĕ,� ĨÈòÉ�ÌýË� ¿ÂĕÐ¼ÑË�÷ÄľÅ�ÌýË�º¼ÅÇÄñÅ¾Ë� ëÅ�Ìĉ�
�Êĕß,

We don’t want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of our af#iction that took place 
in Asia.

�ŠÉ “serves as an explanatory bridge from the general reference to ‘all our af#ic-
tions’ in the benediction (v. 4) to the speci!c ‘our af#iction in Asia’ in this present 
passage” (Barnett 82). �ºÅÇ¼ėÅ, pres. act. inf. ÒºÅÇñÑ, “know,” stands in complemen-
tary reln. with ¿ñÂÇÄ¼Å (1st pl. pres. act. indic. of ¿ñÂÑ, “want”), “We do not want you 
to be unaware.” uÄÜË, acc. subj. of inf. ÒºÅÇ¼ėÅ. �»¼ÂÎÇĕ, voc. pl. masc.�Ò»¼ÂÎĠË,�էÇı, 
ĝ, “brother.”
�ÈšÉ with gen. here means “concerning, about” (Moule 65.5c). �ÂĕÐ¼ÑË, gen. sg. 

fem. ¿ÂėÐÀË,�է¼ÑË,�÷, “af#iction.” �ýË�º¼ÅÇÄñÅ¾Ë�ëÅ�Ìĉ��Êĕß (“that took place in Asia”) 
is a rel. ptc. clause qualifying ¿ÂĕÐ¼ÑË. �¼ÅÇÄñÅ¾Ë, gen. sg. fem. of aor. mid. ptc. of 
ºĕÅÇÄ¸À, “be, take place.” Numerous attempts have been made to identify Paul’s trou-
bles in Asia: (1) imminent danger of drowning implied in 2"Cor 11:25; (2) a grave 
illness; (3) !ghting with “wild beasts in Ephesus,” mentioned in 1" Cor 15:32; (4) 
exposure to “such a deadly a peril” during an Ephesian imprisonment; (5) the tumult 
in Ephesus following the charges brought against Paul by the guild of silversmiths (cf. 
Acts 19:23–41). For a fuller discussion of possible identi!cations and an evaluation of 
the likelihood of each of them, see Harris 166–72; Kruse 94–96.

ĞÌÀ�Á¸¿φ�ĨÈ¼É¹ÇÂüÅ�ĨÈòÉ�»įÅ¸ÄÀÅ�ë¹¸Éû¿¾Ä¼Å
We were completely overwhelmed—beyond our strength—

Harris 153 notes that there is no other instance in the Pauline letters “where ÒºÅÇ¼ėÅ 
is modi!ed by two quali!ers such as ĨÈšÉ and ĞÌÀ. These considerations suggest that 
only the ĞÌÀ clause de!nes the content of ÒºÅÇ¼ėÅ.” The ĞÌÀ clause explains the nature of 
the “af#iction” (¿ÂĕÐ¼ÑË) of which Paul does not want the Corinthians to be unaware. 
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uÈ¼É¹ÇÂûÅ, acc. sg. fem. ĨÈ¼É¹ÇÂû,� էýË,� ÷, “excess, exceeding quality.” BDAG 
 1032c–d: “state of exceeding to an extraordinary degree on a scale of extent.” ¸¿φ�
ĨÈ¼É¹ÇÂŢÅ, BDAG 1032d: “to an extraordinary degree, beyond measure, utterly.” ¸¿φ�
ĨÈ¼É¹ÇÂüÅ� ĨÈòÉ� »įÅ¸ÄÀÅ� ë¹¸Éû¿¾Ä¼Å: “We were completely overwhelmed—beyond 
our strength.” Cf. BDAG 166d: “we were burdened altogether beyond our strength (= 
‘the load was so heavy we did not have the strength to keep going . . .’).” uÈšÉ is a prep. 
with acc. »įÅ¸ÄÀÅ, “above, beyond.” NIV: “far beyond our ability to endure.” �įÅ¸ÄÀÅ, 
acc. sg. fem. of »įÅ¸ÄÀË,�է¼ÑË,�÷, “power, strength.” <¹¸Éû¿¾Ä¼Å, 1st pl. aor. pass. indic. 
of ¹¸ÉñÑ, “burden, overwhelm.”

ĹÊÌ¼�ëÆ¸ÈÇÉ¾¿ýÅ¸À�÷ÄÜË�Á¸Ė�ÌÇı�½ýÅж
so that we even despaired of life itself.

�ÊÌ¼ with inf. ëÆ¸ÈÇÉ¾¿ýÅ¸À indicates the result of Paul’s af#iction: “so that we 
despaired.” <Æ¸ÈÇÉ¾¿ýÅ¸À, aor. pass. inf. of ëÆ¸ÈÇÉñÑ, “be in despair,” takes the gen. in 
respect of which it occurs (ÌÇı�½ýÅ “of life”); cf. BDAG 345c. HÄÜË, acc. subj. of the 
inf. ëÆ¸ÈÇÉ¾¿ýÅ¸À. 	ýÅ, pres. act inf. of ½ŠÑ, “live.” �Çı�½ýÅ, a gen. art. inf., explains of 
what Paul despaired: separation from life. ¸ţ is intensive: “even . . . of life itself,” lit. 
“even of living.”

VERSE 9

ÒÂÂφ�¸ĤÌÇĖ�ëÅ�î¸ÍÌÇėË�Ìġ�ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸�ÌÇı�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ�ëÊÏûÁ¸Ä¼Å,
Indeed, we felt that we had received [in ourselves] the sentence of death,

�ÂÂφ is rhetorically ascensive (“indeed”) (BDAG 45c). �ĤÌÇţ, nom. pl. masc. of 
¸ĤÌĠË in pred. position, functions as a verbal intensi!er of the re#. î¸ÍÌÇėË, “we our-
selves . . .” (BDF §283.4): “The strengthening of the re#. with ¸ĤÌĠË, frequent in Attic, 
appears only in scattered instances.” Cf. 10:12. ?¸ÍÌÇėË, dat. 3rd pl. masc. re#. pron., 
î¸ÍÌÇı,� էýË,� էÇıե�<ÊÏûÁ¸Ä¼Å, 1st pl. perf. act. indic. of ìÏÑ, “have.” The traditional 
understanding of the perf. tense, a past event with a present effect, seems appropriate 
here (cf. Seifrid 36–37). �ÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸�ÌÇı�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ: Harris 155 states, “There is no doubt 
that ÌÇı�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ is an epexegetic genitive; the ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸ was ‘death’.” �ÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸, acc. 
sg. neut. ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸,� է¸ÌÇË,� ÌĠ, “sentence, answer,” is a hapax legomenon in the NT, 
and not found in the LXX. The statement ¸ĤÌÇĖ� ëÅ� î¸ÍÌÇėË� Ìġ� ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸� ÌÇı� ¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ�
ëÊÏûÁ¸Ä¼Å is dif!cult to interpret. Two factors are determinative: the mng. of the Greek 
word translated “sentence” (ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸), and the signi!cance of the words “in ourselves” 
(ëÅ� î¸ÍÌÇėË). Paul’s reference to having received the sentence “in ourselves” suggests 
that a subjective experience was involved. It was not so much a verdict pronounced 
by some external authority, but rather a perception in the heart and mind of the apostle 
himself. It follows then that the “sentence” (ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸) was prob. not one pronounced 
by some magistrate. It was more likely either the conclusion reached by Paul himself as 
he realized the dire straits he was in (so most commentators), or possibly the “answer” 
(ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸ can mean either “answer” or “verdict”) given by God to the apostle’s prayer 
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about this situation. Hemer, “A Note,” 103–7, argues that “there is no ground in contem-
porary usage for seeing a judicial metaphor here”; rather, ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸ is best understood 
as an “answer” given by God to a petition made by the apostle. In any case, Paul was in 
a hopeless situation, and humanly speaking, there was no escape. Barnett 85 disagrees: 
“ÒÈĠÁÉÀÄ¸ . . . is to be taken as ‘of!cial report’ (so BAGD).”

ďÅ¸�Äü�È¼ÈÇÀ¿ĠÌ¼Ë�ķÄ¼Å�ëÎφ�î¸ÍÌÇėË
so that we would not trust in ourselves

A neg. purpose clause. �¼ÈÇÀ¿ĠÌ¼Ë, nom. pl. masc. of pf. act. ptc. of È¼ĕ¿Ñ, “trust,” 
with ķÄ¼Å (1st pl. pres. subjunc. of ¼ĊÄĕ) a periph. pf. subjunc. following ďÅ¸ expresses 
purpose “so that we would not trust.” The prep. ëÎφ (contracted form of ëÈĕ) with dat. 
î¸ÍÌÇėË indicates that upon which Paul’s trust is not to be placed, i.e., “ourselves.”

ÒÂÂφ�ëÈĖ�ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ�ÌŊ�ëº¼ĕÉÇÅÌÀ�ÌÇİË�Å¼ÁÉÇįËж
but in God who raises the dead.

�ÂÂφ advers. introduces a positive alternative: “[not in ourselves] but in God.".".".” 
<Èţ with dat. ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ indicates upon whom Paul’s trust is to be placed, i.e., “God.” �Ŋ�
ëº¼ĕÉÇÅÌÀ�ÌÇİË�Å¼ÁÉÇįË is a rel. ptc. clause qualifying ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ (“[God] who raises the 
dead”). <º¼ĕÉÇÅÌÀ, dat. sg. masc. of pres. act. ptc. of ëº¼ĕÉÑ, “raise.” The ptc. is atem-
poral, describing a permanent attribute of God (Harris 157).

VERSE 10

ğË�ëÁ�Ì¾ÂÀÁÇįÌÇÍ�¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ�ëÉÉįÊ¸ÌÇ�÷ÄÜË�Á¸Ė�ģįÊ¼Ì¸À,
He has delivered us from such a terrible death, and he will deliver us.

A rel. clause further quali!es ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ, describing him as the one who not only raises 
the dead, but who also has delivered and will deliver the apostle again. <Á�Ì¾ÂÀÁÇįÌÇÍ�
¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ, a gen. prep. phrase (ëÁ with gen.), describes from what God delivers Paul 
(“from such a terrible death”). �¾ÂÀÁÇįÌÇÍ, gen. sg. masc. dem. pron. Ì¾ÂÀÁÇįÌÇË, 
է¸įÌ¾,�էÇıÌÇ, “such, so great.” Most mss. support the sg. ¿¸ÅÚÌÇÍ; however, the oldest 
known ms., 46ދ, has the plural ¿¸ÅÚÌÑÅ. Cf. discussion in Metzger 506. <ÉÉįÊ¸ÌÇ, 
3rd sg. aor. mid. indic. of ģįÇÄ¸À, “deliver.” tįÊ¼Ì¸À, 3rd sg. fut. mid. indic. of ģįÇÄ¸À, 
“deliver.” Some later mss. have the pres. ģį¼Ì¸À (“delivers”) instead of the fut. ģįÊ¼Ì¸À 
(“will deliver”), though the latter has the support of the earliest and best mss., incl.46ދ� 
ӟ B C; see discussion in Metzger 506.

¼ĊË�ğÅ�óÂÈĕÁ¸Ä¼Å�֙ĞÌÀ֚�Á¸Ė�ìÌÀ�ģįÊ¼Ì¸À,
We have put our hope in him that he will deliver us again

�ĊË is a prep. with acc ğÅ�óÂÈĕÁ¸Ä¼Å, indicating on whom Paul put his hope. pÅ, acc. 
sg. masc. rel. pron. ĞË, refers back to ÌŊ�¿¼Ŋ: “On him [God] we have set our hope” 



2 CORINTHIANS  1:11 21

(NIV). DÂÈĕÁ¸Ä¼Å, 1st pl. act. indic. pf. of ëÂÈĕ½Ñ, “hope.” According to the verbal 
aspect theory, the use of the perf. tense here indicates Paul’s present state of mind 
(cf. Porter, Idioms, 40). According to the traditional view, the perf. indicates a present 
state of affairs resulting from a past action. ֙qÌÀ֚�Á¸Ė�ìÌÀ�ģįÊ¼Ì¸À 46ދ B D* omit ĞÌÀ 
(see discussion in Metzger 506–7), ÷ÄÜË as obj. understood. tįÊ¼Ì¸À, 3rd sg. fut. mid. 
indic. ģįÇÄ¸À, “deliver.”

VERSE 11

ÊÍÅÍÈÇÍÉºÇįÅÌÑÅ�Á¸Ė�ĨÄľÅ�ĨÈòÉ�÷ÄľÅ�Ìĉ�»¼ûÊ¼À,
while you join in helping us by your prayers.

�ÍÅÍÈÇÍÉºÇįÅÌÑÅ, gen. pl. masc. of pres. act. ptc. of ÊÍÅÍÈÇÍÉºñÑ, “help,” with 
ĨÄľÅ (2nd plur. gen. Êį) forms the gen. abs. const. ÊÍÅÍÈÇÍÉºÇįÅÌÑÅ�ե�ե�ե�ĨÄľÅ, used 
to denote a change of subject from that of the main verb—i.e., an action taking place 
while Paul set his hope on God. �¼ûÊ¼À, dat. sg. fem. »ñ¾ÊÀË,�է¼ÑË,�÷, “prayer.”

ďÅ¸�ëÁ�ÈÇÂÂľÅ�ÈÉÇÊļÈÑÅ�Ìġ�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË�ÏÚÉÀÊÄ¸�»ÀÛ�ÈÇÂÂľÅ�¼ĤÏ¸ÉÀÊÌ¾¿ĉ�ĨÈòÉ�÷ÄľÅե
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gift that came to us through the 
prayers of many.

Moule 108: “If »ÀÛ�ÈÇÂÂľÅ goes with ¼ĤÏ¸ÉÀÊÌ¾¿ĉ as = may be thanked for by many, 
then ëÁ ÈÇÂÂľÅ is redundant; but if »ÀÛ�ÈÇÂÂľÅ goes with Ìġ� ¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË�ÏÚÉÀÊÄ¸ as = 
the gift which reached us by the agency of many, then strict grammar requires a sec-
ond article—Ìġ�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË�ÏÚÉÀÊÄ¸�Ìġ�»ÀÛ�ÈÇÂÂľÅե” fÅ¸ with ¼ĤÏ¸ÉÀÊÌ¾¿ĉ (3rd sg. aor. 
pass subjunc. of ¼ĤÏ¸ÉÀÊÌñÑ, “give thanks”) expresses the result of Paul’s converts’ 
prayers: thanksgiving [to God] because of his gracious favour granted to Paul. Cf. 
BDF (§312[2]) for the passive with an intransitive verb. <Á is a prep. with gen. ÈÇÂÂľÅ�
ÈÉÇÊļÈÑÅ, lit. “from many faces,” where the part (“faces”) stands for the whole (“many 
people”), though it has also been suggested that it denotes “faces upturned in prayer.” 
�ÉÇÊļÈÑÅ, gen. pl. neut. ÈÉĠÊÑÈÇÅ,�էÇÍ,�ÌĠ, “face.” �ġ�¼ĊË�÷ÄÜË�ÏÚÉÀÊÄ¸ (“the gracious 
favor granted us”), acc. of respect. �ÀÛ�ÈÇÂÂľÅ appears to be redundant following ëÁ�
ÈÇÂÂľÅ�ÈÉÇÊļÈÑÅ, the ëÁ and »ÀŠ phrases referring to the same agents (cf. Harris 162: 
“We need not identify the ‘many’ who render thanks totally with the ‘many’ who inter-
cede for Paul’s deliverance, but presumably the overlap would be considerable”). uÈšÉ 
is a prep. with gen. ÷ÄľÅ denoting for whom thanksgiving is made (“on our behalf”). 
Some mss. have ĨÄľÅ instead of ÷ÄľÅ, but this is unintelligible in context. See discus-
sion in Metzger 507.
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HOMILETICAL SUGGESTIONS

God Comforts His People (1:3–7)
 1. God is the Father of mercies and all comfort (vv. 3–4)
 2. God comforts us so that we are able to comfort others (v. 4)
 3. The privilege of sharing Christ’s sufferings (v. 5)
 4. Both our af#ictions and comfort enable us to comfort others (v. 6–7)

The Discipline of Af!iction (1:8–11)
 1. Af#ictions teach us to rely not on ourselves but on God (vv. 8–9)
 2. God’s deliverance experienced provides hope for future deliverance (v. 10)
 3. The role of prayer in bringing God’s comfort to others in their af#ictions (vv. 

10–11)


