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GENESIS

Author: Moses.

Date Written: Between 1450 and 1400 BC.

Time Span: Chapters 1–11 record the first years 
of man’s history from the creation to the tower 
of Babylon. Chapters 12–50 cover about three 
hundred years, centering around the lives of 
four men: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
Genesis spans more time than the other 65 books 
of the Bible combined.

Title: The word genesis means “beginning,” or 
“origin.” Bereshith, the first word in the Hebrew 
text, means “in the beginning.”

Background: Genesis is the first of the five books 
of Moses, called the Pentateuch. Genesis deals 
with the history of the hu man race dwelling 
in the lands from Eden to Ur in the first eleven 
chapters, and from Ca naan to Egypt in the re-
maining thirty-nine chapters. This first book 
forms the basis for all further reve lation about 
God and his plan for man.

Where �written: The general belief is that Moses 
received this revelation while on Mount Sinai 
in the wilderness.

To Whom: Genesis is written for the benefit of 
the Israelites, but the messages contained here-
in are timeless as the prom ises God made to the 
patriarchs are made known and the foundation 
is set for the revelation of God’s love and the 
redemp tion of mankind through Jesus Christ.

Content: God uses his word to speak all cre-
ation into being. This creation is per fect un-
til man sins by listening to Satan in stead of 
trusting God and obeying his plan. This sin of 
Adam and Eve results in spiritual death and 
eventually leads to filling the world with hate, 

violence and disobedience. Finally, sin prevails 
until God uses a flood to destroy man kind, ex-
cept righteous Noah and his family. Even after 
this, sin sweeps the land, and the people build 
the huge tower of Babylon in defiance of God. 
God never stops loving man, however, and the 
last thirty-nine chapters of Genesis reveal how 
God—through the family of Ab raham—directs 
history to establish the early stages in his plan 
to save the people and mend their fellowship 
with him. The book closes with God’s chosen 
people in Egypt.

Key Words: “Beginning”; “Man”; “Covenant.” 
Genesis accounts for the “beginning” of the heav-
ens and earth, plant and animal life, “man” and 
woman, sin and civilization, and God’s work of 
redemption. God’s eternal plan of salvation for 
mankind is revealed through the “covenant” he 
establishes with Abraham.

Themes: • God creates man in his own image 
for fellowship with him. • Man is created with a 
body, a soul, a spirit, and a free will to make de-
cisions for or against God. • Though we sin, God 
will not give up on us or abandon us. • In spite of 
our failures, God loves us and sees our value and 
worth. • The Lord has a plan for every life, and 
it includes salvation and total obedience to his 
Word. • God has the love and the power to protect 
and provide for us as we place our faith in him.

Outline:

1. The story of creation. (1:1–2:25)
2. The beginning of sin and death. (3:1–5:32)
3. The story of Noah. (6:1–10:32)
4. The tower of Babylon. (11:1-9)
5. The life of Abraham. (11:10–25:18)
6. The life of Isaac. (25:19–26:35)
7. The life of Jacob. (27:1–36:43)
8. The life of Joseph. (37:1–50:26)
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The Creation

1  In  the be gin ning a  God cre at ed  the 
heav ens  and  the  earth. a,b

2  Now  the  earth  was form less  and 
emp ty, c dark ness cov ered  the sur face  of 
 the wa tery  depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God 
 was hov er ing  over  the sur face  of  the 
wa ters. d 3  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be 
 light,” e  and  there  was  light. 4  God  saw 
 that  the  light  was  good,  and  God sep a-
rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness. 5  God 
 called  the  light “ day,”  and  the dark ness 
 he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning, 
 and  there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

6  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex-
panse be tween  the wa ters, separating 
wa ter  from wa ter.” f 7  So  God  made  the 
ex panse  and sep a rat ed  the wa ter un der 
 the ex panse  from  the wa ter  above  the 
ex panse. g  And  it  was  so. 8  God  called  the 
ex panse “ sky.” b Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

9  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der 
 the  sky  be gath ered  into  one  place, h  and 
 let  the  dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so. 
10  God  called  the  dry  land “ earth,”  and 
 the gath er ing  of  the wa ter  he  called 
“ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
11  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce 
veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and 
 fruit  trees  on  the  earth bear ing  fruit 
 with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.” i 
 And  it  was  so. 12  The  earth pro duced 
veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants ac cord-
ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees bear ing  fruit 
 with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds. 
 And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 13 Eve-
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third 
 day.

14  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights 
 in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to sep a rate 
 the  day  from  the  night.  They  will  serve 
 as  signs j  for sea sons c  and  for  days  and 
 years. k 15  They  will  be  lights  in  the ex-
panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the 
 earth.”  And  it  was  so. 16  God  made  the 
 two  great  lights  —   the great er  light  to 
 rule  over  the  day  and  the less er  light 
 to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the 
 stars. l 17  God  placed  them  in  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth, 
18  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and  to 
sep a rate  light  from dark ness. m  And  God 
 saw  that  it  was  good. 19 Eve ning  came 
 and  then morn ing:  the  fourth  day.

20  Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm 
 with d liv ing crea tures,  and  let  birds  fly 
 above  the  earth  across  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky.” 21  So  God cre at ed  the  large 
sea-creatures e  and ev ery liv ing crea ture 
 that  moves  and  swarms  in  the wa ter, n 
ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also cre at-
ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to 
 its  kind.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 
22  God  blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply, 
 and  fill  the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the 
 birds mul ti ply  on  the  earth.” o 23 Eve ning 
 came  and  then morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

24  Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro-
duce liv ing crea tures ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds: live stock, crea tures  that  crawl, 
 and  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 25  So  God 
 made  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds,  the live stock ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures  that 
 crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their 
 kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.

26  Then  God  said, “ Let  us p  make  man f 
 in g  our im age, ac cord ing  to  our like-
ness. q  They  will  rule  the  fish  of  the  sea, 
 the  birds  of  the  sky,  the live stock,  the 
 whole  earth, h  and  the crea tures  that 
 crawl i  on  the  earth.” r

 27 So God created man 
in his own image;

  he created him in j the image 
of God;

  he created them male and female. s
28  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to 
 them, “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  fill  the 
 earth, t  and sub due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the 
 sea,  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and ev ery crea-
ture  that crawls k  on  the  earth.” 29  God 
 also  said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev ery 
seed-bearing  plant  on  the sur face  of  the 
en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose  fruit 
con tains  seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you, u 
30  for  all  the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for  
ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  for ev ery crea-
ture  that crawls  on  the  earth  —  ev ery-
thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in  it  —   I 
 have giv en L ev ery  green  plant  for  food.” v 
 And  it  was  so. 31  God  saw  all  that  he  had 
 made,  and  it  was  very  good in deed. w 
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KeY PLACes in genesis

God created the universe and the earth. Then he made man 
and woman, giving them a home in a beautiful garden. 
Unfortunately, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and were 
expelled from the garden (3:24).

Mountains of Ararat Adam and Eve’s sin brought sin into 
the human race. Years later, sin had run rampant and God 
decided to destroy the earth with a great flood. But Noah, 
his family, and two of each animal were safe in the ark. 
When the floods receded, the ark rested on the mountains 
of Ararat (8:4).

Babylon People never learn. Again sin abounded and 
the pride of the people led them to build a huge tower as a 
monument to their own greatness — obviously they had no 
thought of God. As punishment, God scattered the people 
by giving them different languages (11:8-9).

Ur of the Chaldeans  Abram, a descendant of Shem and 
father of the Hebrew nation, was born in this great city 
(11:27-28).

Haran Terah, Lot, Abram, and Sarai left Ur and, following 
the fertile crescent of the Euphrates River, headed toward 
the land of Canaan. Along the way, they settled in the city of 
Haran for a while (11:31).

shechem God urged Abram to leave Haran and go to a 
place where he would become the father of a great nation 

(12:1-2). So Abram, Lot and Sarai traveled to the land of 
Canaan and settled near a city called Shechem (12:6).

Hebron Abraham moved on to Hebron where he put 
down his deepest roots (13:18). Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
all lived and were buried here.

Beer-sheba A well was dug here as a sign of an oath 
between Abraham and the army of King Abimelech 
(21:31). Years later, as Isaac was moving from place to 
place, God appeared to him here and passed on to him 
the covenant he had made with his father, Abraham 
(26:23-25).

Bethel After deceiving his brother, Jacob left Beer-sheba 
and fled to Haran. Along the way, God revealed himself to 
Jacob in a dream and passed on the covenant he had made 
with Abraham and Isaac (28:10-22). Jacob lived in Harran, 
worked for Laban, and married Leah and Rachel (29:15-28). 
After a tense meeting with his brother Esau, Jacob returned 
to Bethel (35:1).

egypt Jacob had twelve sons, including Joseph, Jacob’s 
favorite. Joseph’s ten older brothers grew jealous, until 
one day the brothers sold him to Midianite traders going 
to Egypt. Eventually, Joseph rose from Egyptian slave to 
Pharaoh’s “right-hand man,” saving Egypt from famine. 
His entire family moved from Canaan to Egypt and settled 
there (46:3-4). 
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Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the 
 sixth  day.

2  So  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev-
ery thing  in  them  were com plet ed. a 

2  On  the sev enth a  day  God  had com plet ed 
 his  work  that  he  had  done,  and  he rest-
ed b  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his  work 
 that  he  had  done. b 3  God  blessed  the sev-
enth  day  and de clared  it  holy,  for  on  it  he 
rest ed c  from  all  his  work  of cre a tion. c,d

Man and Woman in the garden
4  These  are  the rec ords e  of  the heav ens 
 and  the  earth, con cern ing  their cre-
a tion.  At  the  time d  that  the  L ord  God 
 made  the  earth  and  the heav ens, 5  no 
 shrub  of  the  field f  had  yet  grown  on 
 the  land, e  and  no  plant  of  the  field  had 
 yet sprout ed,  for  the  L ord  God  had  not 
 made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was 
 no  man  to  work  the  ground. 6  But  mist 
 would  come  up  from  the  earth  and wa-
ter  all  the  ground. 7  Then  the  L ord  God 
 formed  the  man  out  of  the  dust  from  the 
 ground g  and  breathed  the  breath  of  life 
 into  his nos trils, h  and  the  man be came  a 
liv ing be ing. i

8  The  L ord  God plant ed  a gar den  in 
 Eden,  in  the  east, j  and  there  he  placed 
 the  man  he  had  formed. 9  The  L ord  God 
 caused  to  grow  out  of  the  ground ev ery 
 tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance  and  good 
 for  food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the 
mid dle  of  the gar den, k  as  well  as  the  tree 
 of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil. l

10  A riv er  went f  out  from  Eden  to wa-
ter  the gar den.  From  there  it di vid ed  and 
be came  the  source  of  four riv ers. g 11  The 
 name  of  the  first  is Pi shon,  which  flows 
 through  the en tire  land  of Hav i lah, h,m 
 where  there  is  gold. 12  Gold  from  that 
 land  is  pure; i bdel li um j  and  onyx k  are 
 also  there. 13  The  name  of  the sec ond riv-
er  is Gi hon,  which  flows  through  the en-
tire  land  of  Cush. 14  The  name  of  the  third 
riv er  is Ti gris, n  which  runs  east  of As syr-
ia.  And  the  fourth riv er  is  the Eu phra tes. o

15  The  L ord  God  took  the  man  and 
 placed  him  in  the gar den  of  Eden  to 
 work  it  and  watch  over  it. 16  And  the 
 L ord  God com mand ed  the  man, “ You  are 
 free  to  eat  from  any  tree  of  the gar den, p 
17  but  you  must  not  eat  from  the  tree  of 
 the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil,  for  on 
 the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly 

 die.” q 18  Then  the  L ord  God  said, “ It  is  not 
 good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make 
 a help er cor re spond ing r  to  him.” 19  The 
 L ord  God  formed  out  of  the  ground ev-
ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky,  and  brought  each  to  the  man  to  see 
 what  he  would  call  it. s  And what ev er 
 the  man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that 
 was  its  name. 20  The  man  gave  names  to 
 all  the live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky, 
 and  to ev ery  wild an i mal;  but  for  the 
 man l  no help er  was  found cor re spond-
ing  to  him. 21  So  the  L ord  God  caused  a 
 deep  sleep  to  come  over  the  man, t  and  he 
 slept.  God  took  one  of  his  ribs  and  closed 
 the  flesh  at  that  place. 22  Then  the  L ord 
 God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from  the 
 man  into  a wom an  and  brought  her  to 
 the  man. u 23  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man. v

24  This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther 
 and moth er  and  bonds  with  his  wife, 
 and  they be come  one  flesh. w 25  Both  the 
 man  and  his  wife  were na ked,  yet  felt 
 no  shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3  Now  the ser pent  was  the  most cun-
ning  of  all  the  wild an i mals  that 

 the  L ord  God  had  made.  He  said  to  the 
wom an, “ Did  God real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t 
 eat  from  any  tree  in  the gar den’? ” x

2  The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We 
 may  eat  the  fruit  from  the  trees  in  the 
gar den. 3  But  about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in 
 the mid dle  of  the gar den,  God  said, ‘ You 
 must  not  eat  it  or  touch  it,  or  you  will 
 die.’ ” y

4 “ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent 
 said  to  the wom an. z 5 “ In  fact,  God  knows 
 that  when m  you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be 
 opened  and  you  will  be  like  God, n know-
ing  good  and  evil.” 6  The wom an  saw  that 
 the  tree  was  good  for  food  and de light-
ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was de sir able 
 for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took  some 
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 of  its  fruit  and  ate  it;  she  also  gave  some 
 to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and 
 he  ate  it. a 7  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them 
 were  opened,  and  they  knew  they  were 
na ked;  so  they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er 
 and  made cov er ings  for them selves.

sin’s Consequences
8  Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard 
 the  sound  of  the  L ord  God walk ing  in 
 the gar den  at  the  time  of  the eve ning 
 breeze, a  and  they  hid  from  the  L ord  God 
 among  the  trees  of  the gar den. b 9  So  the 
 L ord  God  called  out  to  the  man  and  said 
 to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

10  And  he  said, “ I  heard  you b  in  the 
gar den,  and  I  was  afraid be cause  I  was 
na ked,  so  I  hid.”

11  Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that 
 you  were na ked?  Did  you  eat  from  the  tree 
 that  I com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

12  The  man re plied, c “ The wom an  you 
 gave  to  be  with  me  —   she  gave  me  some 
 fruit  from  the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

13  So  the  L ord  God  asked  the wom an, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent 
de ceived  me,  and  I  ate.” d

14  So  the  L ord  God  said  to  the ser pent:
  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than 

any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days 

of your life. e
 15 I will put hostility between you 

and the woman,
  and between your offspring 

and her offspring.
  He will strike your head,
  and you will strike his heel. f

16  He  said  to  the wom an:
  I will intensify your labor pains;
  you will bear children 

with painful effort. g
  Your desire h will be 

for your husband,
  yet he will rule over you.

17  And  he  said  to  the  man, “Be cause 
 you lis tened  to  your  wife  and  ate  from 
 the  tree  about  which  I com mand ed  you, 
‘ Do  not  eat  from  it’:

  The ground is cursed 
because of you. i

  You will eat from it by means of 
painful labor c

  all the days of your life.
 18 It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you,
  and you will eat the plants 

of the field. j
 19 You will eat bread d by the sweat 

of your brow
  until you return to the ground, k
  since you were taken from it.
  For you are dust,
  and you will return to dust.”

20  The  man  named  his  wife  Eve e be-
cause  she  was  the moth er  of  all  the liv-
ing. 21  The  L ord  God  made cloth ing  from 
 skins  for  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  he 
 clothed  them.

22  The  L ord  God  said, “ Since  the  man 
 has be come  like  one  of  us, know ing  good 
 and  evil,  he  must  not  reach  out,  take  from 
 the  tree  of  life,  eat,  and  live for ev er.” l 23  So 
 the  L ord  God  sent  him  away  from  the 
gar den  of  Eden  to  work  the  ground  from 
 which  he  was tak en. 24  He  drove  the  man 
 out  and sta tioned  the cher u bim  and  the 
flam ing, whirl ing  sword  east  of  the gar-
den  of  Eden  to  guard  the  way  to  the  tree 
 of  life. m

Cain Murders Abel

4  The  man  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 Eve,  and  she con ceived  and  gave 

 birth  to  Cain.  She  said, “ I  have  had  a 
 male  child  with  the  L ord’ s  help.” f 2  She 
 also  gave  birth  to  his broth er  Abel. 
 Now  Abel be came  a shep herd  of  flocks, 
 but  Cain  worked  the  ground. 3  In  the 
 course  of  time  Cain pre sent ed  some  of 
 the  land’s pro duce  as  an of fer ing  to  the 
 L ord. n 4  And  Abel  also pre sent ed  an of-
fer ing  —   some  of  the first born  of  his 
 flock  and  their  fat por tions. o  The  L ord 
 had re gard  for  Abel  and  his of fer ing, p 
5  but  he  did  not  have re gard  for  Cain 
 and  his of fer ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous,  and 
 he  looked de spon dent. g

6  Then  the  L ord  said  to  Cain, “ Why 
 are  you fu ri ous? q  And  why  do  you  look 
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de spon dent? a 7  If  you  do  what  is  right, 
 won’t  you  be ac cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not 
 do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must 
 rule  over  it.” a

8  Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go 
 out  to  the  field.” b  And  while  they  were  in 
 the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel 
 and  killed  him. b

9  Then  the  L ord  said  to  Cain, “ Where 
 is  your broth er  Abel? ”

“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my 
broth er’s guard ian? ”

10  Then  he  said, “ What  have  you 
 done?  Your broth er’s  blood  cries  out  to 
 me  from  the  ground! c 11  So  now  you  are 
 cursed, alien at ed  from  the  ground  that 
 opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth-
er’s  blood  you  have  shed. c 12  If  you  work 
 the  ground,  it  will nev er  again  give  you 
 its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er 
 on  the  earth.” d

13  But  Cain an swered  the  L ord, “ My 
pun ish ment d  is  too  great  to  bear! 14  Since 
 you  are banishing  me to day  from  the 
 face  of  the  earth,  and  I  must  hide  from 
 your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds 
 me  will  kill  me.” e

15  Then  the  L ord re plied  to  him, “ In 
 that  case, e who ev er  kills  Cain  will suf-
fer ven geance sev en  times  over.” f  And 
 he  placed  a  mark f  on  Cain  so  that who-
ev er  found  him  would  not  kill  him. 
16  Then  Cain  went  out  from  the  L ord’ s 
pres ence  and  lived  in  the  land  of  Nod, 
 east  of  Eden.

The Line of Cain
17  Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and 
 she con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  Enoch. 
 Then  Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city, 
 and  he  named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his 
 son. 18  Irad  was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad fa-
thered Me hu ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered 
Me thu sha el,  and Me thu sha el fa thered 
La mech. 19 La mech  took  two  wives  for 
him self,  one  named  Adah  and  the oth er 
 named Zil lah. 20  Adah  bore Ja bal;  he  was 
 the fa ther  of  the nomadic herds men. g 
21  His broth er  was  named Ju bal;  he  was 
 the fa ther  of  all  who  play  the  lyre  and 
 the  flute. 22 Zil lah  bore Tubal-cain,  who 
 made  all  kinds  of  bronze  and  iron  tools. 
Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na a mah.

23 La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
  For I killed a man 

for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.
 24 If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be  

seventy-seven times!

25  Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife 
 again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a  son  and 
 named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has 
giv en h  me an oth er  child i  in  place  of 
 Abel,  since  Cain  killed  him.” 26  A  son  was 
 born  to  Seth g  also,  and  he  named  him 
 Enosh.  At  that  time peo ple be gan  to  call 
 on  the  name  of  the  L ord. h

The Line of seth

5  This  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the 
fam i ly j rec ords i  of  Adam. k  On  the 

 day  that  God cre at ed  man, l  he  made  him 
 in  the like ness  of  God; 2  he cre at ed  them 
 male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre-
at ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them 
man kind. m

3  Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  a  son  in  his like ness, ac cord ing  to 
 his im age,  and  named  him  Seth. 4  Adam 
 lived  800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth, 
 and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh-
ters. 5  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years; 
 then  he  died.

6  Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa-
thered  Enosh. 7  Seth  lived  807  years af-
ter  he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 8  So  Seth’s  life 
last ed  912  years;  then  he  died.

9  Enosh  was  90  years  old  when  he fa-
thered Ke nan. 10  Enosh  lived  815  years 
af ter  he fa thered Ke nan,  and  he fa thered 
oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 11  So  Enosh’s 
 life last ed  905  years;  then  he  died.

12 Ke nan  was  70  years  old  when  he 
fa thered Ma ha la lel. 13 Ke nan  lived  840 
 years af ter  he fa thered Ma ha la lel,  and 
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MARK

Author: Mark.

Date Written: Between AD 50 and 70.

Time Span: About three-and-a-half years 
(AD 29–33).

Title: From the book’s author, Mark.

Background: A book of action focusing more 
on Jesus’s deeds than on his words, Mark is the 
shortest of the four Gospels. It is generally ac-
cepted that the preaching of Peter, a companion 
of Mark, is the source of most of this Gospel’s 
material. Mark also spends time with Paul and 
Barnabas when he returns with them from 
Jeru salem to Antioch on their first missionary 
journey. Mark leaves early, however, and re-
turns to Jerusalem. After this, Barnabas wants 
to bring Mark, his cousin, on the second mis-
sionary journey. But Paul disagrees and leaves 
instead with Silas. Paul and Barnabas reconcile 
at a later date, and Mark becomes a close friend 
and helper of Paul.

Where Written: Rome (possibly while Peter and 
Mark are in prison).

To Whom: Generally to all Gentiles, but primar-
ily to the Romans.

Content: The Gospel according to Mark vividly 
portrays Jesus teaching, healing, and minister-
ing to the needs of others. Jesus is the perfect 
example and the perfect sacrifice for people of all 
time. His public ministry includes exhibits of his 
divine power over disease, nature, demons, and 

even death. These miracles also reveal Jesus’s 
compassion for a hurting world. However, oppo-
sition and hostility grow against Jesus from the 
chief priests, Pharisees, and Sadducees. Finally, 
Jesus willingly allows his arrest and crucifixion 
to take place. But his resurrection seals the ulti-
mate victory for all who trust him to save them.

Key Words: “Servant”; “Immediately.” The min-
istry of Jesus Christ centers around his being a 
“servant” to all, giving his life as a ransom for 
many. Mark’s Gospel uses the term “immediate-
ly” to emphasize the importance and urgency 
of believing in God’s Son—now!

Themes: • Jesus is concerned about every as-
pect of our lives. • Jesus’s actions paralleled his 
words, and so must ours if we hope to be a posi-
tive witness for him. • Jesus’s death on the cross 
paid the price for each of our sins if we will but 
turn to him with a repentant heart and trust 
him as Savior. • There is none so down and out 
that he can ever be beyond the extending arms 
of God’s love. • Even as Jesus came to serve us, 
so must we also serve others.

Outline:
1. The beginning of Jesus Christ’s ministry. 

(1:1-13)
2. Jesus’s ministry of healing and teaching. 

(1:14–8:26)
3. Jesus’s instruction of his disciples. 

(8:27–13:37)
4. Jesus’s betrayal, trial, and crucifixion. 

(14:1–15:41)
5. Jesus’s burial and resurrection. 

(15:42–16:20)
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The Messiah’s Herald

1  The be gin ning a  of  the gos pel b  of 
 Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God. a,c 2  As  it 

 is writ ten  in Isa iah d  the proph et: b,e

  See, I am sending my messenger f 
ahead of you;

  he will prepare your way. c,d,g

 3 A voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: h

  Prepare the way  
for the Lord; i

  make his paths straight! e, j

4  John  came bap tiz ing f,k  in  the wil der-
ness l  and pro claim ing  a bap tism  of re-
pen tance m  for  the for give ness n  of  sins. o 
5  The  whole Ju de an coun try side  and  all 
 the peo ple  of Je ru sa lem p  were go ing 
 out  to  him,  and  they  were bap tized  by 
 him  in  the Jor dan q Riv er, con fess ing r 
 their  sins. s 6  John  wore  a camel-hair 
gar ment  with  a leath er  belt  around 
 his  waist  and  ate lo custs t  and  wild  
hon ey. u

7  He pro claimed, “ One  who  is  more 
pow er ful v  than  I  am  is com ing af ter  me. w 
 I  am  not wor thy x  to  stoop  down  and  

un tie  the  strap  of  his san dals. y 8  I bap-
tize  you  with g wa ter, z  but  he  will bap-
tize  you  with  the  Holy Spir it.” aa

The Baptism of Jesus
9  In ab  those  days  Jesus  came  from Naz a-
reth ac  in Gal i lee ad  and  was bap tized  in  the 
Jor dan  by  John. 10  As  soon  as  he  came  up 
 out  of  the wa ter,  he  saw  the heav ens ae be-
ing  torn  open  and  the Spir it de scend ing 
 on  him  like  a  dove. 11  And  a  voice af  came 
 from heav en: ag “ You  are  my be loved ah 
 Son; ai  with  you  I  am well-pleased.” aj

The Temptation of Jesus
12 Im me di ate ly ak  the Spir it al  drove am  him 
 into  the wil der ness. an 13  He  was  in  the wil-
der ness for ty  days, be ing tempt ed ao  by 
Sa tan. ap  He  was  with  the  wild an i mals, aq 
 and  the an gels ar  were serv ing  him.
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 kEY PLACES IN MArk 

Of the four Gospels, Mark’s narrative is the 
most chrono logical—that is, most of the sto-
ries are positioned in the order they actually 
occurred. Though the shortest of the four, the 
Gospel of Mark contains the most events; it 
is action-packed. Most of this action centers 
in Galilee, where Jesus began his ministry. 
Capernaum served as his base of operation 
(1:21; 2:1; 9:33), from which he would go out 
to cities like Bethsaida—where he healed a 
blind man (8:22-26); Gennesaret—where he 
performed many healings (6:53-56); Tyre  
and Sidon (to the far north)—where he 
cured many, cast out demons, and met the 
Syrophoenician woman (3:8; 7:24-30); and 
Caesarea Philippi—where Peter declared him 
to be the Messiah (8:27-30). After his ministry 
in Galilee and the surrounding regions, Jesus 
headed for Jerusalem (11:1). Before going 
there, Jesus told his disciples three times that 
he would be crucified there and then come 
back to life (8:31; 9:31; 10:33-34).
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Ministry in Galilee
14 Af ter a  John  was ar rest ed, b  Jesus 
 went  to Gal i lee, c pro claim ing d  the  good 
 news a,b,e  of  God: f 15 “ The  time g  is ful filled, 
 and  the king dom  of  God h  has  come i 
 near. j Re pent k  and be lieve l  the  good 
 news! ”

The First Disciples
16  As m  he  passed along side  the  Sea  of 
Gal i lee, n  he  saw Si mon o  and An drew, p 
Si mon’s broth er, cast ing  a  net  into  the 
 sea q  —   for  they  were fish er men. 17 Fol-
low  me,” r  Jesus  told  them, “ and  I  will 
 make  you  fish  for c,s peo ple.” t 18 Im me di-
ate ly  they  left  their  nets  and fol lowed u 
 him. v 19 Go ing  on  a lit tle far ther,  he  saw 
 James w  the  son  of Zeb e dee x  and  his 
broth er  John y  in  a  boat put ting  their  nets 
 in or der. 20 Im me di ate ly  he  called  them, 
 and  they  left  their fa ther Zeb e dee  in  the 
 boat  with  the  hired  men  and fol lowed  
 him. z

Driving Out an Unclean Spirit
21  They aa  went  into Ca per na um, ab  and 
 right  away  he en tered  the syn a gogue ac 
 on  the Sab bath ad  and be gan  to  teach. ae 
22  They  were as ton ished af  at  his teach-
ing ag be cause  he  was teach ing  them  as 
 one  who  had au thor i ty,  and  not  like  the 
 scribes.

23  Just  then  a  man  with  an un clean ah 
spir it ai  was  in  their syn a gogue. aj  He 
 cried  out,  24 “ What  do  you  have  to  do 
 with  us,  Jesus  of Naz a reth? ak  Have  you 
 come  to de stroy al  us?  I  know  who  you 
 are  —   the  Holy am  One  of  God! ” an

25  Jesus re buked ao  him say ing, “ Be si-
lent, ap  and  come  out  of  him! ” 26  And  the
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Jesus Begins His Ministry
When Jesus came from his home in Nazareth to begin his ministry, he first took two steps in preparation—baptism by John 
in the Jordan River and temptation by Satan in the rough wilderness of Judea. After the temptations, Jesus returned to Galilee 
and later set up his home base in Capernaum.
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un clean spir it  threw  him  into con vul-
sions, a shout ed  with  a  loud  voice,  and 
 came  out  of  him.

27  They  were  all  amazed, b  and  so  they 
be gan  to  ask c  each oth er: “ What  is  this? 
 A  new teach ing d  with au thor i ty! a,e  He 
com mands  even  the un clean f spir its, g 
 and  they  obey  him.” 28  At  once  the  news 
 about  him  spread through out  the en tire 
vi cin i ty  of Gal i lee. h

Healings at Capernaum
29  As i  soon  as  they  left  the syn a gogue, j 
 they  went  into Si mon k  and An drew’s l 
 house m  with  James n  and  John. o 30 Si-
mon’s mother-in-law  was ly ing  in  bed 
 with  a fe ver,  and  they  told  him  about 
 her  at  once. 31  So  he  went  to  her,  took  her 
 by  the  hand,  and  raised  her  up. p  The fe-
ver q  left  her, b  and  she be gan  to  serve r 
 them. s

32  When t eve ning  came, af ter  the  sun 
 had  set,  they  brought  to  him  all  those 
 who  were  sick u  and demon-possessed. v 
33  The  whole  town  was as sem bled  at  the 
 door, 34  and  he  healed w  many  who  were 
 sick  with var i ous dis eas es x  and  drove 
 out y  many de mons. z  And  he  would  not 
per mit  the de mons  to  speak, be cause 
 they  knew  him. aa

Preaching in Galilee
35  Very ab ear ly  in  the morn ing,  while  it 
 was  still  dark,  he  got  up,  went  out,  and 
 made  his  way  to  a de sert ed  place; ac 
 and  there  he  was pray ing. ad 36 Si mon ae 
 and  his com pan ions  searched  for  him,  
37  and  when  they  found  him  they  said, 
“Ev ery one  is look ing  for  you.”

38  And  he  said  to  them, “ Let’s  go  on  to 
 the neigh bor ing vil lages  so  that  I  may 
 preach af  there  too.  This  is  why  I  have 
 come.”

A Man Cleansed
39  He  went  into  all  of Gal i lee, ag preach-
ing  in  their syn a gogues ah  and driv ing 
 out de mons. 40  Then ai  a  man  with lep ro-
sy c,aj  came  to  him  and,  on  his  knees, d,ak 
 begged  him: “ If  you  are will ing,  you  can 
 make  me  clean.” al 41  Moved  with com-
pas sion, e,am  Jesus  reached  out  his  hand 
 and  touched an  him. “ I  am will ing,”  he 
 told  him. “ Be  made  clean.” 42 Im me di-
ate ly  the lep ro sy ao  left  him,  and  he  was 

 made  clean. 43  Then  he stern ly  warned ap 
 him  and  sent  him  away aq  at  once, 44 tell-
ing  him, “ See  that  you  say noth ing  to 
any one; ar  but  go  and  show as your self 
 to  the  priest, at  and of fer au  what Mo ses 
com mand ed  for  your cleans ing, av  as  a 
tes ti mo ny aw  to  them.” f 45  Yet  he  went 
 out  and be gan  to pro claim ax  it wide ly 
 and  to  spread  the  news, ay  with  the re-
sult  that  Jesus  could  no lon ger en ter  a 
 town open ly.  But  he  was  out  in de sert ed 
plac es,  and  they  came  to  him  from ev-
ery where.

The Son of Man Forgives and 
Heals

2  When az  he en tered Ca per na um ba 
again af ter  some  days,  it  was re port-

ed  that  he  was  at  home. 2  So  many peo-
ple gath ered to geth er  that  there  was 
 no  more  room,  not  even  in  the door-
way,  and  he  was speak ing  the  word bb 
 to  them. 3  They  came  to  him bring ing 
 a par a lyt ic, bc car ried  by  four  of  them. 
4  Since  they  were  not  able  to  bring  him 
 to g  Jesus be cause  of  the  crowd,  they re-
moved  the  roof  above  him,  and af ter dig-
ging  through  it,  they low ered  the  mat  on 
 which  the par a lyt ic  was ly ing. 5 See ing 
 their  faith, bd  Jesus  told  the par a lyt ic, 
“ Son,  your  sins be  are for giv en.” bf

6  But  some  of  the  scribes bg  were sit-
ting  there, ques tion ing bh  in  their 
 hearts:  7 “ Why  does  he  speak  like  this? 
 He’s blas phem ing! bi  Who  can for give bj 
 sins bk  but  God  alone? ” bl

8  Right  away bm  Jesus per ceived  in  his 
spir it bn  that  they  were think ing  like  this 
with in them selves  and  said  to  them, 
“ Why  are  you think ing  these  things  in 
 your  hearts? 9  Which  is eas i er: bo  to  say 
 to  the par a lyt ic, bp ‘ Your  sins  are for giv-
en,’  or  to  say, ‘ Get  up,  take  your  mat,  and 
 walk’? bq 10  But  so  that  you  may  know  that 
 the  Son  of  Man br  has au thor i ty bs  on  earth 
 to for give  sins” bt  —   he  told  the par a lyt-
ic — 11 “ I  tell  you:  get  up, bu  take  your  mat, 
 and  go  home.”

a 1:26 Mk 9:26; 
Lk 9:39
b 1:27 Mk 10:24,32
c Mk 8:11
d Mk 11:18; Ac 2:42
e Jd 25
f 2Co 6:17
g Lk 11:24
h 1:28 Mt 17:22
i 1:29-31 Mt 8:14-15; 
Lk 4:38-39
j 1:29 Jms 2:2
k Mt 16:17
l Jn 6:8
m Mk 9:33
n Ac 12:2
o Jn 21:7
p 1:31 Mk 5:41
q Lk 4:38
r Phm 13
s Rm 12:13
t 1:32-34 Mt 8:16-17; 
Lk 4:40-41
u 1:32 Lk 5:31
v Mt 9:32
w 1:34 Ac 8:7
x Ac 19:12
y 3Jn 10
z Rv 9:20; 18:2
aa Mk 3:11-12; 5:7
ab 1:35-38 Mt 4:23-
25; Lk 4:42-44
ac 1:35 Mt 14:13; Mk 
6:31-32; Lk 4:42; 
9:12; Rv 12:6
ad Mt 5:44; Ac 12:12
ae 1:36 Mt 16:17
af 1:38 Mk 1:4
ag 1:39 Mt 17:22
ah Mk 3:1
ai 1:40-44 Mt 8:2-4; 
Lk 5:12-14
aj 1:40 Mt 11:5
ak Mt 17:14
al 1Jn 1:7
am 1:41 Lk 15:20
an Jn 20:17
ao 1:42 Lk 5:12

ap 1:43 Mt 9:30; Mk 
14:5; Jn 11:33,38

aq 3Jn 10
ar 1:44 Mk 5:43; 

7:36; 8:26,30; 9:9; 
16:8; Lk 5:14

as Rv 1:1
at Ac 4:1

au Heb 5:1; 8:3
av Lv 13–14; Heb 1:3
aw Mk 6:11; 1Tm 2:6

ax 1:45 Mk 1:4; Jn 
18:32

ay Mk 4:14
az 2:1-12 Mt 9:1-8; Lk 

5:17-26
ba 2:1 Lk 10:15

bb 2:2 Mk 4:14; Jn 
18:32

bc 2:3 Mt 4:24; 8:6; 
9:2,6; Mk 2:3-10

bd 2:5 Mt 8:10; Ac 
3:16; Rm 1:8; 1Co 

2:5; Gl 2:16; 1Tm 1:2; 
Heb 4:2

be Jn 15:22
bf Mt 9:2,5; Lk 
5:20,23; 7:48

bg 2:6 Mt 2:4
bh Mk 9:33

bi 2:7 Ex 22:28; Mk 
3:29; Rv 13:6

bj Ps 25:11; Mt 9:2
bk Jn 15:22

bl Ex 34:6-7; Is 43:25; 
44:2

bm 2:8 Mk 10:52
bn Lk 5:22; 16:15; 

Jn 2:25

bo 2:9 Lk 16:17; 18:25 bp Mk 2:3 bq Mt 11:5 br 2:10 Ps 8:4; Lk 5:24;  
Ac 7:56 bs Mt 28:18; Mk 1:22 bt Jn 15:22 bu 2:11 Mk 5:41

a 1:27 Other mss read ”What is this? What is this new teaching? For 
with authority   b 1:31 Other mss add at once   c 1:40 Gk lepros ; a 
term for various skin diseases, also in v. 42; see Lv 13–14   d 1:40 Other 
mss omit on his knees   e 1:41 Other mss Moved with indignation   
f 1:44 Or against them   g 2:4 Other mss read able to get near



OutreachDiscipleship FaithEvil CommandmentsSin

1061 MArk 3:6

12 Im me di ate ly  he  got  up,  took  the  mat, 
 and  went  out  in  front  of ev ery one.  As  a 
re sult,  they  were  all as tound ed a  and 
 gave glo ry b  to  God, c say ing, “ We  have 
nev er  seen any thing  like  this! ” d

The Call of Levi
13  Jesus e  went  out  again be side  the  sea. 
 The  whole  crowd  was com ing  to  him, 
 and  he  was teach ing f  them. 14  Then, 
pass ing  by,  he  saw  Levi g  the  son  of Al-
phae us sit ting  at  the  toll  booth, h  and  he 
 said  to  him, “Fol low  me,” i  and  he  got  up 
 and fol lowed j  him.

15  While  he  was re clin ing  at  the ta ble 
 in  Levi’s  house,  many  tax col lec tors k  and 
sin ners l  were eat ing a  with  Jesus  and  his 
dis ci ples,  for  there  were  many  who  were 
fol low ing  him. 16  When  the  scribes m  who 
 were Phar i sees b,n  saw  that  he  was eat-
ing o  with sin ners p  and  tax col lec tors, q 
 they  asked  his dis ci ples, “ Why  does  he 
 eat c  with  tax col lec tors  and sin ners? ”

17  When  Jesus  heard  this,  he  told  them, 
“ It  is  not  those  who  are  well  who  need r  a 
doc tor, s  but  those  who  are  sick. t  I  didn’t 
 come  to  call  the righ teous, u  but sin ners.” v

A Question about Fasting
18  Now w  John’s x dis ci ples y  and  the Phar-
i sees d,z  were fast ing. aa Peo ple  came  and 
 asked  him, “ Why  do  John’s dis ci ples  and 
 the Phar i sees’ dis ci ples  fast,  but  your 
dis ci ples  do  not  fast? ”

19  Jesus  said  to  them, “ The wed ding 
 guests can not  fast  while  the groom ab 
 is  with  them,  can  they?  As  long  as  they 
 have  the groom  with  them,  they can not 

 fast. 20  But  the  time e  will  come ac  when  the 
groom  will  be tak en  away  from  them, ad 
 and  then  they  will  fast ae  on  that  day. 21  No 
 one  sews  a  patch  of un shrunk  cloth  on  an 
 old gar ment. Oth er wise,  the  new  patch 
 pulls  away  from  the  old  cloth, af  and  a 
 worse  tear  is  made. 22  And  no  one  puts 
 new  wine ag  into  old wine skins. Oth er-
wise,  the  wine  will  burst ah  the  skins,  and 
 the  wine  is  lost  as  well  as  the  skins.  No, 
 new  wine  is  put  into  fresh wine skins.”

Lord of the Sabbath
23  On ai  the Sab bath  he  was go ing  through 
 the grain fields,  and  his dis ci ples aj  
be gan  to  make  their  way, picking  some 
 heads  of  grain. 24  The Phar i sees ak  said  to 
 him, “ Look,  why  are  they do ing  what  is 
 not law ful al  on  the Sab bath? ”

25  He  said  to  them, “ Have  you nev er 
 read  what Da vid am  and  those  who  were 
 with  him  did  when  he  was  in  need an 
 and hun gry ao  —   26  how  he en tered  the 
 house  of  God  in  the  time  of Abi a thar ap 
 the  high  priest aq  and  ate  the  bread  of 
 the Pres ence ar  —   which  is  not law ful 
 for any one  to  eat ex cept  the  priests as  —  
 and  also  gave  some  to  his com pan ions? ” 
27  Then  he  told  them, “ The Sab bath  was 
 made  for f  man  and  not  man  for  the Sab-
bath. at 28  So  then,  the  Son  of  Man au  is 
 Lord av  even  of  the Sab bath.” aw

3  Jesus ax en tered  the syn a gogue ay 
 again,  and  a  man  was  there  who  had 

 a shriv eled az  hand. 2  In or der  to ac cuse ba 
 him,  they  were watch ing  him close ly bb 
 to  see wheth er  he  would  heal bc  him  on 
 the Sab bath. bd 3  He  told  the  man  with 
 the shriv eled  hand, “ Stand be fore  us.” 
4  Then  he  said  to  them, “ Is  it law ful be  to 
 do  good bf  on  the Sab bath  or  to  do  evil, bg 
 to  save  life bh  or  to  kill? ” bi  But  they  were 
si lent. bj 5 Af ter look ing  around  at  them 
 with an ger, bk  he  was  grieved  at  the hard-
ness bl  of  their  hearts  and  told  the  man, 
“ Stretch  out  your  hand.”  So  he  stretched 
 it  out,  and  his  hand  was re stored. bm 
6 Im me di ate ly  the Phar i sees bn  went  out 
 and start ed plot ting bo  with  the He ro di-
ans bp  against  him,  how  they  might  kill bq 

  him.
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Ministering to the Multitude
7  Jesus a de part ed  with  his dis ci ples  to  the 
 sea,  and  a  large  crowd fol lowed  from 
Gal i lee, b  and  a  large  crowd fol lowed 
 from Ju dea, c 8 Je ru sa lem, d Id u mea, be-
yond  the Jor dan, e  and  around  Tyre f  and 
Si don. g  The  large  crowd  came  to  him 
be cause  they  heard  about ev ery thing 
 he  was do ing. 9  Then  he  told  his dis ci-
ples  to  have  a  small  boat h  ready  for  him, 
 so  that  the  crowd  wouldn’t  crush  him. 
10  Since  he  had  healed i  many,  all  who 
 had dis eas es  were press ing to ward  him 
 to  touch j  him. 11 When ev er  the un clean k 
spir its l  saw  him,  they  fell  down m be fore 
 him  and  cried  out, “ You  are  the  Son  of 
 God! ” n 12  And  he  would strong ly  warn o 
 them  not  to  make  him  known. p

The Twelve Apostles
13  Jesus q  went  up  the moun tain r  and 
sum moned  those  he want ed,  and  they 
 came  to  him. 14  He ap point ed  twelve, 
 whom  he  also  named apos tles, a,s  to  be 
 with  him,  to  send  them  out  to  preach, t 
15  and  to  have au thor i ty  to b  drive  out de-
mons. 16  He ap point ed  the  Twelve: c,u  To 
Si mon, v  he  gave  the  name Pe ter; w 17  and 
 to  James x  the  son  of Zeb e dee, y  and  to  his 
broth er  John, z  he  gave  the  name “Bo a-
ner ges” ( that  is, “ Sons  of Thun der” aa); 
18 An drew; ab Phil ip ac  and Bar thol o mew; 
Mat thew ad  and Thom as; ae  James  the  son 
 of Al phae us,  and Thad dae us; Si mon  the 
Zeal ot, 19  and Ju das Is car i ot, af  who  also 
be trayed  him.

A House Divided
20  Jesus en tered  a  house,  and  the  crowd 
gath ered  again  so  that  they  were  not 
 even  able  to  eat. d 21  When  his fam i-
ly ag  heard  this,  they  set  out  to re strain 
 him, be cause  they  said, “ He’s  out  of  his 
 mind.” ah

22  The  scribes ai  who  had  come  down 
 from Je ru sa lem  said, “ He  is pos sessed 
 by Be el ze bul,”  aj  and, “ He  drives  out ak de-
mons al  by  the rul er am  of  the de mons.” an

23  So  he sum moned ao  them  and  spoke 
 to  them  in par a bles: ap “ How  can Sa tan aq 
 drive  out Sa tan? ar 24  If  a king dom as  is di-
vid ed  against it self,  that king dom can-
not  stand. 25  If  a  house  is di vid ed  against 
it self,  that  house can not  stand. 26  And  if 
Sa tan op pos es him self  and  is di vid ed, 

 he can not  stand  but  is fin ished. 27  But  no 
 one  can en ter  a  strong  man’s  house  and 
plun der  his pos ses sions un less  he  first 
 ties  up at  the  strong  man.  Then  he  can 
plun der  his  house.

28 “Tru ly  I  tell  you, peo ple  will  be for-
giv en  for  all  sins  and what ev er blas phe-
mies au  they ut ter. 29  But who ev er blas-
phemes av  against  the  Holy Spir it nev er 
 has for give ness, aw  but  is  guilty ax  of  an 
eter nal  sin” e,ay  —   30 be cause  they  were 
say ing, “ He  has  an un clean spir it.” az

True relationships
31  His ba moth er bb  and  his broth ers bc 
 came,  and stand ing out side,  they  sent 
 word  to  him  and  called  him. 32  A  crowd 
 was sit ting  around  him  and  told  him, 
“ Look,  your moth er,  your broth ers, bd  and 
 your sis ters f  are out side ask ing  for  you.”

33  He re plied  to  them, “ Who  are  my 
moth er  and  my broth ers? ” 34 Look ing  at 
 those sit ting  in  a cir cle  around  him,  he 
 said, “ Here  are  my moth er  and  my broth-
ers! be 35 Who ev er  does  the  will  of  God bf  is 
 my broth er  and sis ter  and moth er.”

The Parable of the Sower

4  Again bg  he be gan  to  teach bh  by  the 
 sea,  and  a  very  large  crowd gath-

ered  around  him.  So  he  got  into  a  boat  on 
 the  sea  and  sat  down,  while  the  whole 
 crowd  was  by  the  sea  on  the  shore. 2  He 
 taught  them  many  things  in par a bles, bi 
 and  in  his teach ing bj  he  said  to  them: 
3 “Lis ten! Con sid er  the sow er  who  went 
 out  to  sow. bk 4  As  he  sowed,  some  seed 
 fell  along  the  path, bl  and  the  birds  came 
 and de voured bm  it. 5 Oth er  seed  fell  on 
 rocky  ground  where  it  didn’t  have  much 
 soil,  and  it  grew  up quick ly, bn  since  the 
 soil  wasn’t  deep. 6  When  the  sun  came 
 up,  it  was  scorched,  and  since  it  had  no 
 root,  it with ered  away. bo 7 Oth er  seed  fell 
 among  thorns,  and  the  thorns  came  up 
 and  choked  it,  and  it  didn’t pro duce  fruit. 
8  Still oth er  seed  fell  on  good  ground 
 and  it  grew  up, pro duc ing  fruit  that in-
creased bp thir ty, six ty,  and  a hun dred 
 times.” bq 9  Then  he  said, “ Let any one  who 
 has  ears  to  hear lis ten.” br
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