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ABOUT THE MOVIE

WAR ROOM
Prayer is a Powerful Weapon
“But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close  

your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and  

your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”  

Matthew 6:6

From the creators of Fireproof and Courageous comes WAR ROOM, a compelling drama 
with humor and heart that explores the power prayer can have on marriages, parent-
ing, careers, friendships, and every other area of life.

Tony and Elizabeth Jordan seemingly have it all—great jobs, a beautiful daughter, 
and their dream house. But appearances can be deceiving. In reality, their world is 
crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage. While Tony basks in his professional 
success, Elizabeth resigns herself to increasing bitterness. But their lives take an 
unexpected turn when Elizabeth meets her newest client, Miss Clara, and is challenged 
to establish a “war room” and a battle plan of prayer for her family. As Elizabeth tries to 
fight for her family, Tony’s hidden struggles come to light. Tony must decide if he will 
make amends to his family and prove Miss Clara’s wisdom that victories don’t come 
by accident.

The movie cast features director Alex Kendrick, Priscilla Shirer, T.C. Stallings, Beth 
Moore, and Michael Jr., along with Karen Abercrombie as the unforgettable Miss Clara. 
WAR ROOM will inspire moviegoers to start fighting their own battles the right way—
through prayer.

WWW.WARROOMTHEMOVIE.COM  
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INTRODUCTION
PRAYER IS A POWERFUL WEAPON

When we come to know Jesus as our Savior and Lord, our journey is only beginning.  
It can be easy to become wrapped up in our hectic lives and forget our first Love and 
the subtle Enemy who wants to keep us from Him. 

In the movie WAR ROOM, Tony and Elizabeth Jordan are typical churchgoers who 
have become complacent and, in Tony’s case, even hostile, toward the God who 
created them for His glory. The Devil is subtly wrecking their lives and marriage using 
their own pride, busyness, financial issues, and outside temptations. 

Like the Jordans, we too can forget that our circumstances or other people are not 
our enemies. We can also forget about the grace and love of God and about the 
weapons He has given us to defeat temptation. This Bible study serves as a challeng-
ing reminder of vital truths we can easily overlook or forget. 

Through this Bible study, believers will be called to evaluate their spiritual life and 
growth, to uncover their true character, to trust in the God of grace, to declare victory 
over their true Enemy, and to find their identity in their Savior. This study will serve as 
a reminder that prayer really is a powerful weapon. 
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

The WAR ROOM Bible Study contains five lessons that can be used for group or 

personal Bible study. Each lesson contains four elements: Introduction, Movie Clip 

Discussion, Engage Lesson, and then Devotional Homework consisting of three days 

of personal study. Allow 45 to 60 minutes for the group sessions. 

1. INTRODUCTION: Each study begins with an introductory overview of the lesson 

to come. This section is designed for use in a group setting, but can also be adapted 

for personal study. Read through the section and answer the introductory questions 

together if you are in a group. 

2. MOVIE CLIP DISCUSSION: The Bible study DVD contains clips from the film 

WAR ROOM to accompany each session. Each clip is 2-4 minutes in length and is 

supported by clip discussion questions based on the truths illustrated. 

3. ENGAGE LESSON: This section is the primary focus of each week. Leaders should 

spend the majority of the group time teaching while using verses and questions in 

this section. 

4. DEVOTIONAL HOMEWORK: Lastly, class members should be assigned the three 

days of personal Bible study with life application to complete at home during the 

week before the next group session. Through this personal study, members of your 

group will be able to dive deeper into the concepts introduced through the movie 

clips and group discussion.
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A LETTER TO LEADERS

Thank you for answering the call to lead this small-group Bible study. Know that as 

we prepared this study, we have already lifted you up in prayer asking God to guide 

and use each leader.

We believe this study has implications for all believers. We hope it provides an oppor-

tunity for your group to grow closer to one another and ultimately, to grow closer to 

God as you learn together how to wield prayer as a powerful weapon.

Perhaps you are doing this study as part of a larger church-wide campaign anticipat-

ing the release of WAR ROOM. Perhaps your group has already seen the movie and is 

engaging this five-week study as a follow-up. Regardless of the timing of your study 

or the format of your class, this study has enormous potential to help reshape lives in 

your church and community as they learn more about prayer.

The words on these pages are not powerful nor are they part of a secret formula 

guaranteed to improve relationships and to grow your church. But combined with 

the life-changing, living Word of God, this message can be an incredible tool that 

inspires dramatic revival in the hearts of believers and offers a solid gospel tool for 

nonbelievers.

You may be experiencing some fear about leading this study. Don’t worry! You have 

not been called by God to facilitate this study because you are perfect and have your 

life all figured out. You are leading this study because God equips His people to do 

His work. Our prayer for you is that as you guide this study you’ll see God working in 

your life in mighty ways and sense the Holy Spirit carrying you.

The best way for you to prepare each week is to complete the study yourself. Be 

open and transparent with your group, honestly revealing areas in which you also 

struggle. Pray that God will direct your conversation and empower you to lead well, 

and He will! Thank you for leading others in this way. 

For additional leader helps, visit www.warroommovieresources.com. 
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       S E S S I O N  1

Honest 
Evaluation
This week is about evaluation. Tough questions. Real answers. 

This process isn’t intended to make you feel ashamed, but instead 
to reveal blind spots and to inspire growth.

Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Examine 
yourselves. Or do you yourselves not recognize that Jesus 
Christ is in you? —unless you fail the test.  (2 Cor. 13:5)
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Welcome to week one. God created each of us for His glory and wants us to grow 
closer to Him and be more like Him each day. One of the most important things we 
can do to grow spiritually is to be truthful and open about where we are in each 
season. This week is about encouraging honest self-evaluation between you and 
God. This process isn’t intended to discourage, but to help you understand yourself 
better and inspire you on to greater personal growth in the weeks to come. 

In your opinion, how close are you to God right now, with zero being you are freezing 
cold and far away, and ten being you are on fire and extremely close? 
0      1      2      3      4      5      6      7       8        9     10

Regarding closeness to God, where do you want to be one year from now? 
0      1      2      3      4      5      6      7       8        9     10

Are you currently moving at a pace to meet your goal one year from now? 

What major decisions /adjustments do you need to make to help you grow? 

Pray now that God will give you a renewed hunger and the grace to help you to 
seek Him more passionately and to grow spiritually this next year. Ask Him to use this 
Bible study as a springboard to a deeper and closer walk with Him. 

It can be very hard for us to evaluate ourselves accurately. When quizzed by others, 
it is human nature for us to highlight and exaggerate the good and minimize or 
deny what’s lacking (see Prov. 21:2; 30:12; 20:6). The Apostle Paul was a prideful, self-
righteous Pharisee, but after He was confronted with Jesus and the glory of God, he 
later called himself the chief of sinners (see 1 Tim. 1:15) Many times our actions are 
a much better indication of where we are spiritually than our guesses and opinions. 

Ask yourself honestly these questions:

1. How diligently do you seek and pursue a closer walk with God each day? 

2. How much time and effort do you spend in His Word and in prayer each week?

3.  Do you make an effort to remember and apply the Word of God after you hear it 
or do you usually walk away and forget it? 

4. How quickly do you obey God when He tells you to do something? 

5. When God reveals sin in your life, how quickly do you confess and repent of it? 

If you knew that Jesus was coming back in three days, what sins would you confess 
and quickly get out of your life? What commands would you obey between now 
and then? Pray now for God to give you the grace to go ahead and do these things 
rather than putting them off any longer. 

But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. (Jas. 1:22)

11



WATCH
MOVIE CLIP
As a group, take time to view the “Lukewarm Coffee” clip (4:00). Read 
the summary statement below before watching the clip. Then take a 
few moments to discuss the clip using the questions provided. 

SUMMARY
Elizabeth Jordan is a successful realtor living in an unsuccessful marriage. She assumes she 
is doing fine spiritually, but gets unexpectedly tested. A providential encounter with a new 
client leads to a mentoring relationship that will forever change her life. In this scene, Miss 
Clara asks heart-to-heart questions to help Elizabeth be open and honest about where she 
is spiritually. 

OPEN DISCUSSION
1.  What biblical metaphor did Miss Clara use to help Elizabeth evaluate God’s 

place in her life?

2.  Answer the same question Miss Clara posed to Elizabeth. What is one thing 
about your life right now that you desire to be better? If you feel comfortable 
doing so, share with your group. Have you been praying about this one thing?

3. Do you ever feel like you are fighting the wrong fight? Explain.

4.  What land mines are present in your life? Are there some you have stepped on? 
Are there some, by God’s grace, you have avoided? Are there some you fear 
looming on the landscape of your life ahead?
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Engage
Read the Scripture passage from which Miss Clara takes her lukewarm coffee analogy. 

READ REVELATION 3:14-22 OUT LOUD.

Summarize Jesus’ main concern with the Laodicean believers.

The Laodicean church was one marked by self-sufficiency and pride. Their city 
lacked a direct water supply, so aqueducts carried in hot and cold water from distant 
sources. But when it arrived, the water was often lukewarm and contained harmful 
sediments. Hot water was useful for cleaning and bathing. Cold water was useful for 
drinking and cooling. Lukewarm water was worthy of little more than a complaint. 

How do our lives slowly become lukewarm the further we get from the Source of 
living water?

What evidences of lukewarm living do you see in believers’ lives today? How about 
in your own life?

According to verse 19, what was motivating Jesus to offer such a harsh rebuke and 
such stern discipline? (See also Hebrews 12:6.)

What are the two things Jesus said we should do in verse 19? 

Therefore be ________________ and ________________.
The word zealous means: to be filled with zeal and affection and love for someone or 
something. It means to get hot for God again! The word here for repent goes beyond 
merely feeling bad and regretting, but actually changing our minds and hearts 
about something resulting in a change of lifestyle. This is hard to do on our own, but 
can happen with God’s help as we rely on Him. 

Jesus invites us into closer and more intimate fellowship with Him. Read verse 20 
again. The image of Christ standing outside the door is a message for believers who 
have allowed sin, apathy, and pride over time to keep Christ from His rightful throne 
as Lord in their lives. Jesus desires to come in closer, take rightful control, and rekindle 
His relationship with each of us.

What are 3 specific things in your life keeping you from being more on fire for God? 
1.
2.
3.

We invite you now to pray that God will do these 3 things in your life. Ask Him to…
1. Search your heart and reveal your true condition before Him. 
2.  Give you the grace to repent  of any unconfessed sin and be more zealous and 

passionate in your relationship with Him. 
3. Help you open your heart and stay obedient and intimately close to Jesus. 
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DAY ONE
“You say you attend church occasionally. 
Is that because your pastor only preaches 
occasionally?” 

~MISS CLARA, WAR ROOM 

This week is about spiritual evaluation. The word evaluation in 2 Corinthians 13:5 
is taken from the Greek word dokimazo. It means, to test or to prove, to determine 
“whether a thing is genuine.”1

There is a big difference between claiming to be a Christian and actually knowing Christ 
and living as a maturing believer. Anyone can claim to know Him, but those that do 
will experience a genuine heart transformation from the inside out (see 2 Cor. 5:17). The 
book of 1 John shows us that truly knowing Christ will result in a lifestyle of obedi-
ence, repentance of sin, a living faith, evidence of God’s Spirit, and a love for other 
Christians. One such characteristic of early Christians was their willing connection to 
a body of believers. They wanted to share their lives with other Christians. 

READ ACTS 2:44-46.

Describe the nature of the early believer’s connection to one another in 
this passage. 

Which of these experiences of the early church is most evident in the 
believers you know? Which do you think is most lacking? Why?

Now read 1 Corinthians 12:24b-27 below. Underline each use of the word member.

God has put the body together, giving greater honor to 

the less honorable, so that there would be no division 

in the body, but that the members would have the same 

concern for each other. So if one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the 

members rejoice with it. Now you are the body of Christ, 

and individual members of it.
14



Describe a time of distress when you have experienced sympathy and 
concern from your local body of believers. You may also choose a time 
when you have been able to offer that same concern for someone else 
connected to you in the body of Christ.

Now reflect on a moment when you shared personal joy or celebration 
with your local body of Christ. How did your church family multiply 
your joy?

CLOSE TODAY’S STUDY BY READING HEBREWS 10:23-25.

For what reason(s) does the writer encourage believers to maintain 
faithful gatherings?

Though God is perfect, His followers on earth are not. All churches are made up 
of people like you and me who daily need God’s grace and forgiveness. Though 
we each can stumble (see Jas. 3:2), God still commands all His children to stay 
connected—to love, serve, forgive, encourage, comfort, and pray for one another on 
a consistent basis. We all mutually benefit and God is glorified. It’s beautiful!

Before moving on to the second session of individual study for this week, take a 
moment to prayerfully evaluate your connection to the local church. 

If your commitment to the local church is an indication of your faith in 
Christ, what does it say about you? 

Outside of action movies, smart soldiers don’t go into battle alone. You need the 
local body of Christ and the local body of Christ needs you. 

In closing, prayerfully ask God how He wants you to be more deeply connected to 
His church.  

1. Thayer and Smith. “Greek Lexicon entry for Dokimazo,” The NAS New Testament Greek Lexicon 
[online] 1999 (cited 2 March 2015). Available from the Internet: www.biblestudytools.com. 
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DAY TWO
“So if I asked you what your prayer life was 
like, would you say that it was hot or cold?” 

~MISS CLARA, WAR ROOM

Start today by answering Miss Clara’s question. In fact, be as specific as possible 
using the plot line below. What is your prayer life like? Hot, cold, or somewhere in 
between? 

COLD  HOT

Perhaps the most common understanding of prayer in the life of a believer is commu-
nication with God. We talk and He listens. He speaks and we heed. At least that is 
how it should work, right? Many times that communication is reduced to nothing 
more than a list of requests begged of our benevolent God. How much would your 
life change if you began to view and treat God like your closest, most intimate friend 
rather than a casual acquaintance? What if you saw prayer as a constant necessity 
rather than an occasional afterthought?  What if it became a ready weapon rather 
than a random want ad?

READ EPHESIANS 6:10-18.

How much of the armor do we daily need to put on?

In the space provided, list each part of God’s armor and the purpose it wields in the 
life of the believer.

ARMOR PURPOSE

Look back at Ephesians 6:11. Why is the armor so important for the believer?
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The word tactics in the HCSB is translated as schemes in the NASB. In Greek, that word 
is methodeia, which means “cunning arts, deceit, crafts, and trickery.” It’s found only 
twice in the New Testament, both in Paul’s letter to believers in Ephesus. The first 
occurrence in Ephesians 4:14 references the trickery of men. But in Ephesians 6:11, it 
describes the scheming lies of the Devil. Paul’s recommended defense? The armor of 
God. One does not commonly equate prayer with battle attire, but it is no accident 
that Paul commands believers to pray when engaging in spiritual warfare. 

Name three things we are told to do as we put on the armor of God (vs. 13,18).

According to verse 18:
When should we pray? 

Whom should we pray for? 

How should we pray? 

Write what each phrase in verse 18 means to you:
At all times: 

Every prayer and request: 

Stay alert: 

All perseverance: 

Intercession for all the saints:

How much we pray reveals how much we depend on God. Praying is the antithesis 
of the self-sufficiency modeled by the Laodicean believers. Approaching God 
through Jesus in prayer at any time for any thing is always a priceless privilege. We all 
need God all the time. We need His grace moment by moment to help us not waste 
opportunities, not become self-centered, and not fall into sin. A richer, more active 
prayer life results when we humbly admit our need for Him and then daily depend 
on God for the wisdom and grace to do His will in each situation. 

What causes you to forget your need for Christ and the armor of God? 

Prayer is one of our best resources when it comes to spiritual growth. It’s a weapon 
we have for battle. It’s also the best position to be in when making evaluations. As 
you close today, choose a posture of submission. On your knees or lying face down, 
confess your great need for God. Ask Him to identify for you things you try to place 
before Him. Express your desire to remove those things and depend solely on Him. 

Before moving on, compose a statement indicating your desire for a richer prayer 
life. Express to God where you would like your prayer life to go in the days ahead. Ask 
Him to help you get there. 

17



DAY THREE
“you don’t have to step on the same land 
mines that I did. That’s a waste of time.”

~ MISS CLARA, WAR ROOM

In your first individual study this week, the importance of connecting deeply with 
a local body of believers was examined in Scripture. One of the greatest benefits 
to such a connection is the depth of learning that comes from walking through life 
with other believers. We don’t have to repeat one another’s mistakes. Paul wrote to 
Corinthian believers, “Imitate me, as I also imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1). Modeling life 
after other seasoned believers who are slightly further along in the journey is one of 
the Bible’s prescribed methods of discipleship. 

READ HEBREWS 13:7.

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS RELATED TO THAT VERSE:

Who in your life models Christlikeness for you? What have you learned 
from this person? 

What land mines have you avoided because of this person’s wise example or 
counsel?

USE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS AN EVALUATION TOOL AND COMMIT TO 

TAKE STEPS TO IMPROVE IN THE AREAS WHERE YOU ARE LACKING:

Is your spiritual life apathetic, joyless, and passionless? 

Do you have at least one sin you refuse to repent of? 

Do you have at least one person you refuse to forgive? 

Do you love and seek God less than you once did? 

Are the words of your mouth displeasing to God and dishonorable to others? 

18



Do you see no evidence of answered prayer or the power of God at work in 
your life?  

Do you have time for entertainment, but not for Bible study, prayer, or sharing 
your faith?

Do you let pride, worry, or fear stop you from obeying what God has told you 
to do?

Does your family see you behave one way at church and another at home?

Is your worship of God half-hearted and mediocre?

CONCLUDE BY READING ALOUD PSALM 145:4 PROVIDED BELOW.  
One generation will declare Your works to the next 
and will proclaim Your mighty acts.

As a maturing believer, you are likely younger than some veteran followers of Jesus 
and older still than others. It is valuable to think about those whom you follow and 
also who follows you. How important it is for us to consider the generation coming 
after us and the things we may pass on of our faith, as well as the faith legacy that 
has been passed down to us. Reference again Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 11:1. 
He makes a similar statement in 1 Corinthians 4:16. Twice in this letter, he invites 
believers in Corinth to follow/imitate/shadow his life. Why? Because of the example 
of Christ he intended to set. 

In the next group session, you will see a humorous clip dealing with friendship and 
Christian accountability—a key feature of healthy relationships. Accountability is 
a valuable asset in both sides of the mentoring equation. You need members of 
Christ’s body whom you are accountable to and also those who are accountable to 
you.  As iron sharpens iron, one friend will sharpen another (see Prov. 27:17). 

Pray now for your present or future mentors and also those who will be 
under your care. List the names of the people in your life to whom you feel a 
personal responsibility to model a Christ-like example. 
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