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ABOUT THE GOSPEL PROJECT

Some people see the Bible as a collection of stories with morals for life application. But it’s so 
much more. Sure, the Bible has some stories in it, but it’s also full of poetry, history, codes of 
law and civilization, songs, prophecy, letters—even a love letter. When you tie it all together, 
something remarkable happens. A story is revealed. One story. The story of redemption 
through Jesus. This is The Gospel Project.

When we begin to see the Bible as the story of redemption through Jesus Christ, God’s plan to 
rescue the world from sin and death, our perspective changes. We no longer look primarily for 
what the Bible says about us but instead see what it tells us about God and what He has done. 
After all, it’s the gospel that saves us, and when we encounter Jesus in the pages of Scripture, 
the gospel works on us, transforming us into His image. We become God’s gospel project.

ABOUT THE WRITERS

Jason Dukes is married to Jen, and they have six children. He helped 
start WestpointChurch.org and ReproducingChurches.com and now pastors 
First Baptist Church, Booneville, Mississippi. He’s the author of Live Sent 
and Beyond My Church, and he periodically blogs at SENTkids.com.

Halim Suh and his wife, Angela, have three kids and live in Austin, Texas, 
where he is pastor of teaching and theology at The Austin Stone Community 
Church. He is the author (with Matt Carter) of two Threads studies: Creation 
Unraveled and Creation Restored. Halim has a Master of Divinity from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.

 Barry Cram adapted this material for use with small groups.
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Welcome to The Gospel Project, a gospel-centered small-group study that dives deep into the 
things of God, lifts up Jesus, focuses on the grand story of Scripture, and drives participants 
to be on mission. This small-group Bible study provides opportunities to study the Bible and 
to encounter the living Christ. The Gospel Project provides you with tools and resources to 
purposefully study God’s Word and to grow in the faith and knowledge of God’s Son. And 
what’s more, you can do so in the company of others, encouraging and building up one 
another. Here are some things to remember that will help you maximize the usefulness of 
this resource:

GATHER A GROUP. We grow in the faith best in community with other believers, as we 
love, encourage, correct, and challenge one another. The life of a disciple of Christ was never 
meant to be lived alone, in isolation. 

PRAY. Pray regularly for your group members. 

PREPARE. This resource includes the Bible study content, three devotionals, and discus-
sion questions for each session. Work through the session and devotionals in preparation for 
each group session. Take notes and record your own questions. Also consider the follow-up 
questions so you are ready to participate in and add to the discussion, bringing up your own 
notes and questions where appropriate.

RESOURCE YOURSELF. Make good use of the additional resources available on the 
Web at www.gospelproject.com/additionalresources and search for this specific title. Download a 
podcast. Read a blog post. Be intentional about learning from others in the faith. For tips on 
how to better lead groups or additional ideas for leading this Bible study, visit:  
www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

GROUP TIME. Gather together with your group to discuss the session and devotional 
content. Work through the follow-up questions and your own questions. Discuss the material 
and the implications for the lives of believers and the mission to which we have been called.

OVERFLOW. Remember …The Gospel Project is not just a Bible study. We are the project. 
The gospel is working on us. Don’t let your preparation time be simply about the content. 
Let the truths of God’s Word soak in as you study. Let God work on your heart first, and 
then pray that He will change the hearts of the other people in your group.
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I am king! I am the greatest! I shook up the world! 1

MUHAMMAD ALI

Session 1

The True  
King



INDIVIDUAL STUDY

As three-time boxing Heavyweight Champion of the world, Muhammad Ali was great to 
watch inside the ring. But he was also fun to watch outside of the ring! Ali guaranteed victory. 
He would predict which round his opponent would fall. And he would do it in poetic style. 
After he knocked out his opponent, Ali would just pick up right where he left off—talking 
about how fast, pretty, and great he was. You just knew he loved to hear himself talk.

Floats like a butterfly, sting like a bee,
His hands can’t hit what his eyes can’t see,

Now you see me, now you don’t,
George thinks he will, but I know he won’t�2 

ALI, CONCERNING GEORGE FOREMAN

Muhammad Ali was as good an entertainer outside the ring as a natural athlete inside the ring. 
Because of this, Ali was the king of generating anticipation, even if didn’t always deliver.  Either 
way, Ali found a way to tap into the human heart’s desire to see something great and spectacular.

What do you long for that’s truly great? What keeps your heart looking 
forward with anticipation? 

The Israelites got a glimpse of what greatness could be beginning with King David. But their 
hopes were short-lived as their sinful kings kept coming up way short. After the kingdom 
of Israel was torn apart and began to decline, God raised up prophets who confronted the 
wicked kings of Judah and Israel. They weren’t following God’s commands, and they were 
willfully ignoring His leadership expectations. God promised to judge the wicked leaders and 
deliver His people by sending the Messiah. He would be the One who would end the exile.

As we study the prophecies about Jesus, we learn how to live in holy anticipation as God 
brings to fulfillment His promises and accomplish His mission. And since God has hard-
wired our hearts to desire and long for the truly great, this anticipation is the greatest of all.

Throughout the week engage these daily study sections on your own. Each of them looks at 
what God wanted to see in a king. There are three daily readings to prepare you before your 
group meets. Interact with the Scriptures, and be ready to interact with your small group.
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1
Despite Israel’s evil desire for a king, God granted their request. David, whose heart was after 
God’s own heart, became their king. Through David, God gave Israel the land He promised 
to them. The kingdom was united under David’s rule, and Israel had rest on every side. The 
people were finally at peace.

But the next generation of kings brought God’s people to a tragic time in their story. The 
kingdom divided into northern and southern kingdoms. The promised land—the land God’s 
people had longed for as slaves and wanderers—was slipping from their grasp. Ultimately, 
they were forced once again into the service of another nation. The tragic irony of their story 
is that it led them to the promised land to be a witness to the surrounding nations. But over 
time, they became a nation as bad as or worse than the nation God drove out before them. 

What are some examples in culture of when “successful living” can invite 
a downward spiral of “destructive living”? Describe the pattern�

The Northern Kingdom of Israel fell in 722 B.C. (see 2 Kings 17), followed over a century 
later by the Southern Kingdom of Judah in 586 B.C. (see 2 Kings 24–25). Nearly forty 
different kings between Israel and Judah would reign as the kingdom of Israel was divided and 
conquered. We can see God pursuing His people and giving them chance after chance. The 
prophets warned them about the consequences to come if they kept disobeying the law of God.

Elijah was sent by God to prophesy to God’s people through powerful words and miracles, 
reminding God’s people of the one true God worthy of worship. Isaiah warned about 
breaking faith with God and making alliances with foreign nations. Amos called out the rich 
for trampling on the poor. Jeremiah, quite possibly the most hated and unpopular prophet, 
was called by God in childhood to be a prophet to Judah in its last years. He called out God’s 
people for worshiping false gods and predicted their impending doom. He pronounced 
judgment against the kings of Judah who acted wickedly in leading God’s people away from 
Him and prophesied of a coming true King. In Jeremiah 22, he was called to paint a picture 
of a king worth longing for. 

Requirements for a Righteous King
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1 This is what the LORD says: “Go down to the palace of the king of Judah 
and announce this word there. 2 You are to say: Hear the word of the LORD, 
king of Judah, you who sit on the throne of David—you, your officers, and 

your people who enter these gates. 3 This is what the LORD says: Administer 
justice and righteousness. Rescue the victim of robbery from the hand of 

his oppressor. Don’t exploit or brutalize the foreigner, the fatherless, or the 
widow. Don’t shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you conscientiously 

carry out this word, then kings sitting on David’s throne will enter through the 
gates of this palace riding on chariots and horses—they, their officers, and 
their people. 5 But if you do not obey these words, then I swear by Myself” 

—this is the LORD’s declaration —“that this house will become a ruin.”
JEREMIAH 22:1-5

Jeremiah described God’s clear expectations for a king, as well as God’s promise of a reward for 
obedience and a warning for disobedience. We see from these verses that a king’s authority was 
not ultimate. These kings had a stewarded authority; even the king was called to listen to and 
obey the word of the Lord. This is the kind of king that God wanted for His people. The 
description stood in direct contrast to the kings that had ruled over the years. The rest of 
Jeremiah 22 gives examples: 

•  A king who built his house with forced labor without giving wages for their work  
(vv. 13-17)

•  A king who wouldn’t listen to or obey God’s voice even while blessed with prosperity  
(vv. 18-23)

•  A king whose children wouldn’t inherit the throne because he wouldn’t obey the word of 
the Lord (vv. 24-30)

What are some practical ways a leader (church, home, business, 
political, etc�) can fulfill these expectations within their sphere  
of influence?

How do you overcome disappointment when a leader fails you?
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