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Beginning Children’s Bible Drill in Your Church
Children’s Bible Drill is an excellent program 
for helping children learn basic Bible skills plus 
giving children practice using their Bibles while 
learning key verses and passages. Here are the 
steps in starting a Children’s Bible Drill program 
in your church.

1. Contact your state discipleship office. 
Your state provides instructions on 
how to conduct Children’s Bible Drill in 
your state. Also, ask for the dates of the 
state and associational drills. (See sbc.
net/stateconvassoc.asp for links to state 
convention Web sites.) Be sure you learn 
what translations, and what editions of 
those translations, will be accepted at the 
state drill.

2. Set the date for your church drill. Usually 
the church drill occurs approximately two 
weeks before the associational drill.

3. Determine a schedule for your meetings. 
Some churches begin six months before 
their church drill. Others begin three 
months before the drill. Still others begin 
with the new church year in August or 
September. Churches that allow more time 
are able to use more games and activities to 
help children learn. 

4. Decide when and where you will meet. 
Reserve these times and places on the 
church calendar. Possible times to meet 
include children’s discipleship times at 
your church or the hour before children’s 
discipleship. Or you may choose to start 
a new Bible Drill hour on Wednesday, 
Sunday, or another day of the week. Choose 
a time that will allow the most children 
to participate. Include a kickoff, parent 
orientation, or party. The best place to hold 
Children’s Bible Drill is in a preteen Bible 
study room. You will need a cabinet to store 
Bibles and other supplies.

5. Advertise when Children’s Bible Drill will 
begin. Along with articles in your church 
newsletter; letters to the parents of fourth, 
fifth, and sixth graders; and announcements 
in Sunday School classes, you might lead 

some children from last year’s drill in an 
exhibition drill during worship. 

6. Hold an orientation meeting for drillers 
and their parents. Try some of these 
suggestions for that meeting.

a. Explain the purpose of Children’s Bible 
Drill.  

b. Explain the four drills. 

c. Give children the Verse Card for the 
cycle and translation you will be using. 

d. Discuss how important the role is that 
parents play. Children will need parents 
to help them learn the Bible verses, Key 
Passages, and the books of the Bible.

e. Some churches may ask parents to 
contribute to the purchase of Bibles 
and special T-shirts. Discuss these costs 
at this meeting. If overnight travel is 
involved in attending the state drill, talk 
about these plans.

7. Hold a special kickoff. The kickoff could be 
as simple as an all-day party at the church 
or as elaborate as a lock-in. Use this time to 
help preteens get a jump-start on learning 
the Bible verses and the books of the Bible. 
Make the time fun with refreshments and 
games to help them learn.

8. Meet weekly for at least an hour. Use this 
time together to help children learn the 
material and to practice drilling. 

9. Plan a midway party. The party should 
include some time practicing the material, 
along with other fun activities such as 
playing miniature golf, going to the park, 
playing games in the gym, or eating pizza.  

10. Hold the church drill. Send the names of 
qualified children to your association.

11. Attend the associational drill. Enlist others 
to pray for drillers.

12. Attend the state drill. Enlist others to pray 
for drillers.

13. Recognize children in your church 
newsletter and during a church service. 



66

What Are the Levels of Participation?
Children’s Bible Drillers pass through at least three levels of participation.*

Church Drill 

Schedule a church drill one or two weeks before the associational drill. A church drill should 
be conducted at the church before an audience of interested persons.

Children who participate in a church drill, and give 12 or more correct responses, are 
eligible to participate in an associational drill.

The person in charge of the church drill should notify the associational office of the names 
of the children who qualify for the associational drill.

Every child who participates in a church drill should receive some kind of recognition such 
as a certificate from the church.

Associational Drill 

The associational drill is held at a time and place designated by your local Baptist 
association. The leader of this drill may be the associational children’s leader. Children 
who give 16 or more correct responses in an associational drill may advance to the 
state drill.

The associational director should send to the state Discipleship Training department 
the names and addresses of all participants and the name of each sponsoring church.

Every child in an associational drill should receive some kind of recognition such as a 
certificate.

State Drill 

The state drill is held at a time and place designated by the Baptist state 
Bible Drill leaders.

Each child who participates in the state drill will receive some kind of 
recognition.

*Some states also sponsor a regional drill. Contact your state office for 
the requirements of your state. See sbc.net for links to the state Web sites.
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Bible Drill FAQs

How do I decide which translation  
to use?
If your church participates in Children’s Bible Drill, 
it is important to use the same translation, and 
edition of that translation, as other children in 
your association and state. Most states currently 
use the Holman Christian Standard Bible® 
(HCSB®) or King James Version (KJV), although 
some use the New International Version (NIV) as 
well. Children’s Bible Drill leaders should contact 
their local Bapist association or state convention 
offices to determine which translations they will 
be using in the next drills. 

How many leaders do we need?
Recommended ratio for every group is one leader 
for every six children with a minimum of two 
leaders for each group.

Add one leader for each activity if activities are 
offered in separate rooms in a rotation format. 
These might be the same leaders for all of your 
meetings or some teachers might rotate on a 
regular basis. 

How do we enlist and screen workers?
First, follow your church's rules regarding worker 
enlistment. Many churches require that new 
members wait six months before serving in the 
children's ministry. Be sure to follow these rules 
for Bible Drill leaders as well. One helpful site for 
information on security needs and training is 
www.ministrysafe.com.

We recommend that, in every program where 
adults interact with children, workers be 
screened because of the harsh reality of those 
who abuse children. We recommend www.
backgroundchecks.com for this service.

Remind teachers that the goal is not only to 
prepare students but to connect with them in a 
way that will encourage them to learn the Bible, 
connect its truth to their lives, and hopefully to 
grow in faith and their relationship with God.

How do I know when each color cycle 
will be used?
Bible Drill will follow this pattern.
Blue—2012-2013
Green—2013-2014
Red—2014-2015
Cycles will continue to repeat.

Is it OK to give our group a different 
name?
Absolutely! You may choose any name that you 
think will appeal to children or families in your 
community. A few ideas are TBYTE—The Bible 
You Take Everywhere, The WORD Company, Bible 
Club, or another group name. We will refer to  this 
program and competition as Children’s Bible Drill.

How many weeks will we need to 
prepare for Bible Drill?
Each group of children is different. Remember 
that children will have to learn the books of the 
Bible, 25 verses, and 10 key passages. That's a 
lot to remember! No matter how many weeks 
you have to prepare, parent involvement will 
be crucial to help your drillers prepare. The best 
policy is to plan out the number of weeks you 
have to your church drill, planning for kids to 
learn all of the verses before that time. 

Break down the memory plan into manageable 
chunks. Emphasize with children that they need 
to learn 1 verse or 2 verses per week, according 
to how many weeks you have until the church 
drill. That will help drillers stay on track with how 
much they have yet to learn.

End each session with an assignment for the 
week ahead so that drillers will have a goal for 
studying outside of class. Don't forget to make 
assignments over special holiday and school 
breaks as well so that this time will serve as 
productive time for drillers.

Don't shy away from planning special events 
either. Have a special Friday night or Sunday 
afternoon event where you serve pizza, play 
some of your favorite memory verse games, and 
practice drilling.
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The Bible tells us that memorization is one of the 
keys to putting God's Word in our hearts where 
God can use it to change us and grow us in His 
will. Look at the following verses and listen to 
God's Word.

• Psalm 119:11 says, "I have treasured Your 
word in my heart so that I may not sin 
against You."

• Psalm 119:104 says, "I gain understanding 
from Your precepts; therefore I hate every 
false way."

• Psalm 119:105 says, "Your word is a lamp for 
my feet and a light on my path."

• Psalm 119:130 says, "The revelation of Your 
words brings light and gives understanding 
to the inexperienced." 

We want children to be able to memorize a Bible 
verse, put it into practice in their daily lives, 
and recall it many times throughout their lives. 
Children will "treasure" a verse in their hearts 
and minds when they learn the meanings of 
the words in a verse; can see a practical, real 
application of it to their lives; and are exposed to 
the verse and its truth over and over.

Never be so pressed to get verses memorized 
that you don't think you can stop to answer an 
important question, tell what a verse means to 
you, explain what a verse means, or connect the 
truth taught by a verse to real-life applications. 
Bible Drill is more than a Scripture memory 
experiment. The goal is to impact the hearts and 
lives of children for the future.

Memorizing Bible verses is so much more than 
"saying the words by heart." Remember the 
following guidelines:

1. Children learn differently than adults. 
Use a variety of teaching methods to help 
children learn verses. Don't just rely on 
a few tried and true methods. Challenge 
children to help create new ways to learn 
verses.

2. Children absorb new material gradually. 
Generally speaking, the younger the child, 
the fewer the verses she can be expected to 
learn and relate to her daily life.

3. Children differ in their abilities. Just as 
some children learn to talk or walk earlier 
than others, so some can memorize words 
and grasp meanings more quickly.

4. Children learn by repetition. The more 
often a Bible verse is used and recalled the 
better a child will remember and apply it. 
To keep the child interested in learning, 
methods should be varied and engaging.

5. Children learn more effectively when 
they are actively involved in the learning. 
Singing a verse, acting out the meaning 
of the verse, and matching verses with 
present-day application help children learn 
God's message.

As you plan and prepare for each session with the 
girls and boys you teach, keep in mind that you 
are helping them learn to treasure God's Word 
and to make it part of their lives for eternity.

 Helping Children Memorize Bible Verses
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Bible Drill Retreat Ideas to Kickoff the Year

Plan a parent/child retreat. Do activities for 
the first several verses to help kids jump start 
learning and parents to understand the benefit 
and challenge of Bible Drill. Try the following  
ideas.

• Plan a one night retreat or lock-in. Begin 
with dinner and then move into the memory 
verse games. Pick the ones that are most active 
and fun to get parents and kids involved.

• Plan an overnight retreat. Play some games 
to help kids memorize two or three verses. Let 
the girls and moms spend the night at one 
house and the boys and dads stay at another 
house. Come back together the next morning 
for breakfast and finish the retreat with a game 
to learn the Books of Law.

• Plan a one-day meeting on a Saturday. Start 
learning the books of the Bible, the first verse, 
and the first passage. Don't forget to include 
lunch, refreshments, and lots of fun!

Promotion Ideas

• Advertise. Six weeks before the first meeting, 
begin to advertise. Include the information 
about when, where, and what time your 
meeting will take place. 

• Send a letter to parents. This letter will 
include information explaining Bible Drill and 
will encourage them to participate each week 
in helping their kids learn the verses.

• Write an article in your church newsletter. 
Add your meeting information and logo and 
feature one of the children who excelled last 
year in Bible Drill. Be sure to include comments 
about why the children liked Bible Drill! 

• Reach the kids. Plan to go to children’s Bible 
study classes and make an announcement or 
distribute flyers. 

• Recruit your pastor. Consider a skit in 
the worship service with a Bible Drill 
demonstration by the pastor, perhaps done 
humorously with the pastor having difficulty. 
Then suggest that he and all the children 
attend Bible Drill.

• Set up a booth. Display some of the games to 
show children some of the fun things they will 
do as they learn verses. 

Great "Congratulations!" Ideas

• Certificate

• Medal

• Trophy

• Plaque

• T-shirt

• Stickers

• Bible

• Devotional

• Gift Certificate

• Church Recognition

• Newsletter or Web Site Article

• Church Demonstration Drill

• Party

• Discount to Summer Camp

T-Shirts: Kickoff, Promotion, or Congrats!

Order special T-shirts for your children by 
contacting Specialty Imprints at 1.800.443.8032 
or order online at www.lifewaystores.com/
specialtyimprints. You can design your own shirt 
or order one with the Children's Bible Drill logo. 

Promotion and Teacher Ideas
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The Bible is God’s message about Himself. The 
more you learn from the Bible by reading and 
listening, the better you will know God and Jesus. 
That’s why it is important to study the Bible each 
day. Use this study in your own Bible study and as 
an introduction to Bible study with your children.

Read 2 Timothy 1:1-3.
Our Bibles today have the Old Testament and the 
New Testament together in one book. However, 
during Timothy’s time the Old Testament 
Scriptures were the only Scriptures available 
to be studied by religious leaders. The New 
Testament was still being written! 2 Timothy is a 
letter Paul wrote to Timothy. 

• What was the name of the Bible person in 
today’s Bible story? (Timothy)

• The letter Timothy was reading was written by 
whom? (Paul)

• What is the name of this letter in the Bible? 
(2 Timothy)

• Is this letter in the Old Testament or the New 
Testament? (New Testament)

Read 2 Timothy 1:4-5.
Timothy grew up in a home where the Word of 
God was known and taught. Learning Scripture 
as a child can make an important impact in life.

• Did Timothy learn Scriptures when he was 
young? (yes)

• When Timothy was young, who taught him 
about God and the Scriptures? (his mother and 
grandmother)

• What impact has knowing Scripture had on 
your life?

Read 2 Timothy 1:13-14; 2:1-7
Paul wrote to Timothy to instruct him and to 
encourage him as a young man ministering 
to others. God's Word offers us wisdom, 
encouragement, comfort, and knowledge.

• How did reading Paul’s letter help Timothy? (It 
encouraged him to remember what he had been 
taught and to be strong in his faith.)

• Remember a time when you were helped or 
strengthened by recalling a Bible verse.

Read 2 Timothy 3:14-15.
God spoke through Scriptures in Bible times 
to people like Timothy. Today, He still speaks 
through Scriptures to those who read the Bible.

• The Bible is God’s message about whom? 
(Himself)

• Remember a time when you felt God spoke to 
your life situtation through the Bible.

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
Christians need to be equipped to live lives that 
give honor and glory to God. Through Scripture 
we can know what God expects, His salvation 
plan, and what He offers to his children.

• All Scripture is inspired by whom? (God)

• What are four ways the Bible can be used? 

1. To teach 

2. To call attention to; to convict; to demonstrate 
some truth beyond dispute 

3. To correct; to set something straight 

4. To instruct or train in living in ways that  
please God

Why Learn and Study the Bible? 
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• The Children’s Minister, director, or leader in Children’s Discipleship Ministry or even you as a Bible 
Drill leader may coordinate and lead the drill at your church.

• The following leaders are needed for a drill: a caller, a timekeeper, and three judges. One of the three 
judges serves as chairperson. The chairperson checks the math and averages the scores given to 
each participant by the three judges.  

• No more than 12 children should participate in a drill at one time. If more children are involved, plan 
multiple drills.

How Are the Drills Administered?

How Is Children’s Bible Drill Judged and Scored?

• Judging is based on how well children know books of the Bible, 25 verses, and 10 key passages.

• Mistakes are marked on the score sheet.

• Only one mistake may be scored for a child on any single call.

• While mistakes are scored, only the number of correct responses are reported to each child.

Print out score sheets from page 17 of this guide or CD Item 24 "Bible Drill Score Sheet."

Mistakes are listed below. Included on the Enhanced CD is a video demonstration drill that shows 
these mistakes as well as the correct method to use during a Bible Drill. CD Item 16 is the “Bible Drill 
Commands Poster” that can help kids know correct form and calls.

Mistakes include ...

1. The child fails to step out within 10 seconds.

2. The child gives the incorrect response. This includes any child who raises his or her hand, 
indicating an error.

3. The child fails to stand straight or keep his eyes on the drill caller until the command  “Start” is 
given.

4. When the Bible is used, the child steps forward before his index finger is on the correct response.

5. The child fails to handle the Bible according to instructions or obviously misuses the Bible. The 
Bible should be parallel to the floor with one hand flat on the top and one hand flat on the 
bottom with no fingers extending over the edges.
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BEFORE THE DRILL

• Prepare and write a drill to call. (See page 
18 and CD Item 25 “Writing a Drill” for a 
sample.)

• Put a strip of masking tape on the floor. The 
children should stand behind this line.

• Judges should meet to read aloud and 
discuss the five mistakes that will be 
recorded. (See page 11.) Give judges their 
score sheets.

• Judges should sit in front of the drillers, 
facing the drillers.

• Make a set of cards numbered 1 through 
12. Pin a number on each child’s shirt. Line 
up the children in sequential order, facing 
the audience. (Judges record children’s 
responses on the score sheet under the 
corresponding number.) 

DURING THE DRILL

• A drill should be preceded by instructions 
to the children and at least one practice call 
to acquaint the children with the voice and 
timing of calls by the caller.

• All judges should watch all the children.

• Judges should watch for mistakes.

• Only one mistake can be scored against a 
child on any one call.

• Some judges find it helpful to slide a piece 
of paper down the page so they do not lose 
their places on the score sheets. The line 
across the top of the score sheet represents 
the order (left to right) in which the 
drillers stand. The numbers top to bottom 
represent the calls to be given.

• The person calling the drill should go slowly 
enough for the judges to record the scores.

• Every child should be called on during the 
drill.

• Do not always call on the child who is first 
to step out.

• Wait the full 10 seconds after the “Start” 
command has been given before calling on 
a child.

• Judges should give the benefit of doubt to 
the drillers but should not lose credibility. 
The rules are the standards. 

AFTER THE DRILL

• In a church drill, a child who gives 12  
or more correct responses can advance 
to the associational drill. In an association 
drill, earning 16 or more correct responses 
qualifies a child to participate in the  
state drill.

• Following a drill, the three judges go 
immediately to a private room. Each judge 
will total the mistakes made by each child.

• One of the three judges should serve as 
chairperson. This judge checks the math of 
the other judges. She then adds the three 
scores for each child and divides the sum 
by three to get the average number of 
errors. Then the chairperson subtracts the 
errors from 24 to get the child’s final score. 
(Example: 4 + 4 +4 = 12 ÷ 3 = 4. 24 - 4 = 20. 
The child’s final score is 20.)

• Judges should resolve all questions and 
come to final decisions before leaving  
the room.

• Judges should not announce scores to the 
audience. To let children know if they will 
advance to the next level, judges can put a 
seal on their certificates. All children should 
receive certificates no matter their scores.

• Judges should not discuss the scores. The 
decisions of the judges should be final.

• Encouragement should be given to children 
who qualify for the associational drill to 
continue their training in preparation for 
the drill. Following the associational drill, 
encourage those who qualify to continue 
their training for the state drill.

How Do You Call and Judge a Drill?
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Dear Parents:

We are pleased that your child is interested in participating in Children’s Bible Drill. Your child 
has some fun and challenging times ahead. A Bible driller develops strong Bible skills, learns 25 
Bible verses, is able to locate 10 Key Passages of Scripture, and knows the order of and is able to 
locate all of the books of the Bible.

Your child will be given a Bible Drill Verse Card, which contains all of the material to be learned 
for this cycle of Bible Drill. The card will enable you to help your child practice at home.

There are four parts to a Bible drill. In our weekly meetings, your child will learn the techniques 
and be introduced to the biblical material.

Quotation Drill — The leader names one of the verse references. If the child knows the verse 
from memory, he steps forward. When called on, he recites the verse as written on the Verse 
Card and gives the Scripture reference.

Completion Drill — The leaders reads the underlined portion of a verse. If the child knows 
the reference and the entire verse from memory, he steps forward. When called on, he recites 
the verse as written on the Verse Card and gives the Scripture reference.

Book Drill — The leader names any book of the Bible. The child finds the book, places his 
finger on the page, and steps forward within 10 seconds. If called on, the child will name the 
book preceding and following the book called.

Key Passage Drill — A title of one of the 10 Key Passages listed on the Bible Verse card 
is called. The child finds the passage in his Bible, places his finger on the page, and steps 
forward. If called upon, he states the title of the Key Passage and the Scripture reference. Then 
he will be asked to read one verse from the passage.

We will be meeting weekly to prepare the children for three levels of drills: a church drill, an 
associational drill, and a state-sponsored drill. Find the dates and times for these drills below.

We look forward to working with you and your child this year in Children’s Bible Drill. We know it 
will be an exciting time for your child and for you as you work together. 

   
Sincerely,

Children’s Bible Drill Leaders
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Work on Children’s Bible Drill Technique
Remind the children that the rules for Children’s Bible Drill are important. The rules and skills 
need to become as natural as saying the books of the Bible.

Lead the children to line up for Bible drill practice. Help each child assume the correct 
posture. Review three mistakes that the judges will watch for with the children. Look for 
these mistakes and gently encourage the children.

Three mistakes to work on during this meeting are as follws:
1. Child fails to stand straight or keep eyes on the drill caller until the command “Start” is 

given.

2. When the Bible is used, child steps forward before the index finger is on the correct 
response. 

3. Child fails to handle the Bible according to instructions or obviously misuses the Bible. 
The Bible should be parallel to the floor with one hand flat on the top and one hand flat 
on the bottom with no fingers extending over the edges.

Regularly practice each type of drill with your drillers. Practice not only helps them 
succeed but feel comfortable drilling in front of others.

1. Stand still and keep your eyes on the drill caller until the command “Start” 
is given.

2. Place your index finger on the correct spot before stepping forward.

3. Hold the Bible flat with no fingers extending over the edges.

Bible Drill Techniques
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1. Attention.

• Stand straight, keep feet together side by 
side (one foot not extended in front of the 
other), with eyes focused on the caller until the 
command “Start” is given. 

• Hold your Bible at your side (in either hand) 
with the Bible’s spine down. 

2. Present Bibles. 

• This call is used only in Book Calls and Key 
Passage Calls. 

• Bring your Bible to waistline, parallel with the 
floor. 

• Following the “Present Bible” command, the 
caller announces the call.

* If you search with your right hand, hold the 
Bible in your left hand with Genesis down 
and with the right hand resting flat on the 
back of the Bible and no fingers extending 
over the edges.

* If you search with your left hand, hold the 
Bible in your right hand, Genesis up, with 
the left hand resting flat on the front of your 
Bible and no fingers extending over the 
edges.

3. Start.

• This command is the signal for you to step 
forward or begin searching in your Bibles. 

• For the Book Call and Key Passage Call, begin 
searching in the Bible when the command 
is given. It is a mistake to begin before this 
command is given. In the Book Call, the index 
finger must be placed upon any part of that 
book. 

• In the Key Passage Call, find any part of the 
reference, place your index finger on any 
portion, and step forward.

• For the Quotation or Completion Calls, step 
forward when you can say the verse.

4. Time.  

• The timekeeper calls out “Time” at the end of 
10 seconds. No one may step forward after 
this command, and all children should stop 
searching in their Bibles. 

• The caller calls on one child by number who 
will give a response. 

• The other children will remain quiet while the 
one called on responds.

• If the child called on does not give the right 
response, the caller calls on another child. 

5. Attention.  

• Close the Bible, return it to its original position, 
and take one step back. 

 
*Use the Enhanced CD to view a video 
demonstration drill. 

Bible Drill Commands
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Instructions: Provide a copy for each family and use
ithroughout the cycle.

CD2 Item 3: Bible Drill Commands
Bible Skills, Drills, & Thrills
Grades 4–6 Blue Cycle
© 2006 LifeWay Press®

Printed in the United States of America
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CALLS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

The highest
score possible:

Subtract the
number of errors:

TOTAL SCORE:

Instructions: Make copies for each judge in drills.Bible Skills, Drills, & Thrills
Grades 4-6, Green Cycle
CD2 Item H: Score Sheet

CHILDREN’S BIBLE DRILL SCORE SHEET
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Each drill should be written out completely for or by the caller. The four kinds of Calls (Book, Key 
Passage, Quotation, and Completion) have six calls each. The four kinds of calls can be completed in 
any order. Complete one kind of call before proceeding to another.

Below is the format to follow in writing each of the four parts of a drill. Every word to be spoken by 
the drill caller and all the correct answers should be written, including some reminders as shown in 
parentheses below.

How Do You Prepare and Write a Church Drill?

Drill Part 1
Attention.

We will now have the Book Call. I will give the 
name of a book in the Bible, and you will find 
the book. Place a finger on any verse in the book 
named and step forward. When called upon, you 
will say the book before the one named, the book 
named, and the book that follows.

Present Bibles.

Exodus. (Pause to give time for the children  
to think.)

Start. 

(Call on a child after Time [10 seconds] has  
been called.)

Number __________.

Answer: Genesis–Exodus–Leviticus.

Attention.

 [When choosing the 6 books of the Bible for 
your Book Drill, consider using books you 
consider easy to moderately challenging. For 
example, use Exodus, 2 Samuel, Proverbs, Isaiah, 
Luke, and Philippians. Children will be tested in 
later drills on more challenging books, such as 
the Minor Prophets.]

Drill Part 2 
We will now have the Key Passage Call. I will 

give the title of a Key Passage. You will find 
the passage, place a finger on any verse in the 
passage, and step forward. If called upon, I will ask 
you to state the Key Passage title and reference 
and then ask you to read a verse within that 
passage.

Present Bibles.

Love Chapter. (Pause.)

Start. 

(Call on a child after Time [10 seconds] has been 
called.)

Number __________.

Answer: Love Chapter—1 Corinthians 13.
(After the child called upon responds, ask him 

or her to read a verse from the Key Passage.)

Thank you, number _____. Please read verse 1.

Answer: “Though I speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels, and have not charity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 
(KJV)

Attention.
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 [When choosing the 6 Key Passages for your 
church's Key Passage Drill, consider using Key 
Passages you consider easy to moderately 
challenging. ]

Drill Part 3 
We will now have the Quotation Call. I will give 

the reference of a verse. If you know the verse, 
step forward. When called upon, give the verse 
and the reference.

John 3:16. (Pause.)

Start.

(Call on a child after Time [10 seconds] has 
been called.)

Number __________.

Answer: “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” John 3:16. (KJV)

Attention.

 [When choosing the 6 verses for your church's 
Quotation Drill, consider using verses you 
consider easy and to moderately challenging. 
However, choose a variety throughout the 25 
verses. Remember not to duplicate verses you 
use in the Competition Drill.]

Drill Part 4
We will now have the Completion Call. I will 

give you a portion of a verse of Scripture. If 
you know the entire verse and reference, step 
forward.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God” 
(Pause.)

Start.

(Call on a child after Time [10 seconds] has 
been called.)

Number __________.

Answer: “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
2 Timothy 2:15. (KJV)

Attention.

 [When choosing the 6 verses for your church's 
Completion Drill, always use different verses 
than those used in the Quotation Drill. Again, it 
is suggested for your church drill to use verses 
you consider easy to moderately challenging.]
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Green Cycle Verses
 ❏  1. Genesis 1:1  
 ❏  2. Exodus 20:12  
 ❏  3. Psalm 118:24   
 ❏  4. Psalm 119:105   
 ❏  5. Proverbs 3:5-6   
 ❏  6. Proverbs 15:1   
 ❏  7. Isaiah 9:6   
 ❏  8. Isaiah 40:8   
 ❏  9. Nahum 1:7   
 ❏ 10. Matthew 4:10   
 ❏ 11. Matthew 5:16   
 ❏ 12. Luke 6:37   
 ❏ 13. Luke 11:9   
 ❏ 14. John 3:16   
 ❏ 15. John 15:12   
 ❏ 16. Acts 16:31   
 ❏ 17. Romans 8:28   
 ❏ 18. Romans 12:1   
 ❏ 19. 1 Corinthians 4:2   
 ❏ 20. Ephesians 4:32   
 ❏ 21. Colossians 3:23   
 ❏ 22. 2 Timothy 1:7   
 ❏ 23. 2 Timothy 3:16   
 ❏ 24. 1 John 1:9   
 ❏ 25. Revelation 4:11   

Key Passages
 ❏ The Ten Commandments: 
Exodus 20:3-17   

 ❏ A Psalm of Praise:  
Psalm 100   

 ❏ The Greatness of God:  
Isaiah 40   

 ❏ The Temptation of Jesus: 
Matthew 4:1-11   

 ❏ The Sermon on the Mount: 
Matthew 5–7   

 ❏ The Parable of the Sower: 
Mark 4:1-20   

 ❏ The First Lord’s Supper:  
Luke 22:15-20   

 ❏ Jesus and Nicodemus:  
John 3:1-21  

 ❏ The Crucifixion:  
John 19   

 ❏ The Faith Chapter: 
Hebrews 11   

Red Cycle Verses
 ❏   1. Genesis 1:27
 ❏   2. Leviticus 22:31
 ❏   3. Deuteronomy 6:5
 ❏   4. 1 Chronicles 16:8
 ❏   5. Job 37:14
 ❏   6. Psalm 19:14
 ❏   7. Psalm 54:2
 ❏   8. Psalm 145:9
 ❏   9. Proverbs 8:33
 ❏  10. Proverbs 20:11
 ❏  11. Micah 6:8  
 ❏  12. Matthew 5:44
 ❏  13. Matthew 21:22  
 ❏  14. Mark 13:31
 ❏  15. Luke 6:31 
 ❏  16. John 8:32
 ❏  17. John 15:13  
 ❏  18. Acts 1:8
 ❏  19. Romans 14:12
 ❏  20. 1 Corinthians 10:31
 ❏  21. 1 Corinthians 14:40
 ❏  22. Ephesians 6:1
 ❏  23. Philippians 4:13
 ❏  24. James 1:19
 ❏  25. 1 John 4:19

Key Passages
 ❏ The Creation:  
Genesis 1–2:3  

 ❏ The Israelites Leave Egypt: 
Exodus 12:37-42 

 ❏ A Prayer for Forgiveness: 
Psalm 51

 ❏ The Baptism of Jesus: 
Matthew 3:13-17

 ❏ The Model Prayer:  
Matthew 6:5-15  

 ❏ The Great Commandment: 
Mark 12:28-34

 ❏ The Birth of Jesus:  
Luke 2:1-7

 ❏ The Parable of the Prodigal 
Son: Luke 15:11-32

 ❏ The Comfort Chapter:  
John 14

 ❏ The Christian’s Armor: 
Ephesians 6:10-20

Blue Cycle Verses
 ❏   1. Genesis 1:31
 ❏   2. Deuteronomy 16:17
 ❏   3. Joshua 24:24
 ❏   4. 1 Chronicles 16:9
 ❏   5. Psalm 56:3
 ❏   6. Psalm 119:11
 ❏   7. Proverbs 22:1
 ❏   8. Isaiah 6:8
 ❏   9. Isaiah 45:5
 ❏  10. Malachi 3:10
 ❏  11. Matthew 28:19-20
 ❏  12. Luke 2:52
 ❏  13. Luke 19:10
 ❏  14. John 4:24
 ❏  15. John 13:35
 ❏  16. Acts 4:12
 ❏  17. Romans 10:9
 ❏  18. 1 Corinthians 3:16
 ❏  19. Ephesians 2:8
 ❏  20. 1 Thessalonians 5:18
 ❏  21. 1 Timothy 4:12
 ❏  22. 2 Timothy 2:15
 ❏  23. James 1:22
 ❏  24. 1 Peter 4:9
 ❏  25. 1 John 4:21

Key Passages
 ❏ God’s Covenant with 
Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3  

 ❏ A Shepherd’s Song:  
Psalm 23

 ❏ The Suffering Servant:  
Isaiah 53

 ❏ The Twelve Apostles: 
Matthew 10:2-4

 ❏ The Resurrection of Jesus: 
Matthew 28 

 ❏ The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37

 ❏ Jesus’ First Miracle:  
John 2:1-11

 ❏ The Work of the Holy Spirit: 
John 16:5-15

 ❏ The Conversion of Saul:  
Acts 9:1-30

 ❏ The Love Chapter:  
1 Corinthians 13



2121

Helping Children Learn the Bible
Have you ever played the “What If?” game? Think 
about possibilities! Here are some “what ifs” to 
get you started!  

• What if every parent and child in your 
church could quickly find any reference in 
the Bible? 

• What if they could make personal 
application of the verse or passage? 

• What if parents and children worked 
together learning verses and their 
meanings? 

• What if children and parents felt that the 
Bible was more than a book used at church? 

• What if parents and children used the Bible 
together every day? 

• What if the Bible was seen as easy to use? 

• What if you could help children love the 
Bible? 

• What if you could help families love the 
Bible? 

What if you could make these “what ifs” come 
true for children and families? The Bible Drill 
Competition Guide presents a plan to help 
children be successful to hide God's Word in their 
hearts. It also helps them prepare for Children’s 
Bible Drills and have fun at the same time! It 
keeps kids moving with games and activities with 
everything they need to learn for Bible Drill. 

The meetings include a variety of experiences 
that are sure to appeal to each child’s preferred 
way of learning. Every child will be given the 
opportunity to learn Bible books, verses, Key 
Passages, and divisions. Children will use the 
Bible throughout every part of the meeting. The 
hope is to help children have real experiences 
that lead to a strong personal connection with 
the Bible.

What resources do I need?
One Competition Guide per group. 

Every child will need a Bible. The Bible is used 
throughout every meeting. These hardback 
Bibles are designed for use in Children’s Bible 
Drill. Children's Drill Bibles can be ordered from 
lifeway.com or by calling 1 (800) 458-2772. Ask for 
the latest edition of these Bibles. Ask for special 
discounts if you buy these Bibles by the case.

• HCSB Drill Bible, Burgundy Hardcover

• KJV Drill Bible, Blue Hardcover 

Verse Cards are helpful to send home with each 
child for learning new verses and review. These 
cards can be ordered from lifeway.com or by 
calling 1 (800) 458-2772.

• Bible Skills, Drills, & Thrills Verse Cards 
HCSB® Blue Cycle (Pkg. 10) 141582262X

• Bible Skills, Drills, & Thrills Verse Cards KJV 
Blue Cycle (Pkg. 10) 1415822611

Other helpful resources:
• Giant Game Floor Mat 0633008079 — This 

reusable 43-by-75-inch vinyl mat has 20 clear 
pockets and can be used with several games 
suggested in Bible Drill Competition Guide. 
The mat also comes with a booklet of game 
ideas, spinner, and beanbag.

• Giant Game Floor Mat Children's Games CD-
ROM 005397774 —Especially designed for use 
with the Giant Game Floor Mat, this CD-ROM 
contains over 36 easy-to-use, reproducible 
games for school age children. Also included 
are number and point cards that be used in a 
variety of games.

• Books of the Bible Flash Cards 005397419 — 
The Books of the Bible Flash Cards can make 
helping children learn the books of the Bible 
fun and exciting. 80 cards total include 66 
book cards, 10 division cards, Old and New 
Testaments, and 2 instruction cards.

Planning Your Meetings



2222

Before Each Meeting
• Read all of the suggestions for that meeting.

• You can access each page of the Bible Drill 
Competition Guide on the Enhanced CD. Email 
PDFs of the games and activities you will use 
for each session to other teachers.

• Gather the supplies you’ll need well ahead of 
your meeting time.

• Read the directions to all the activities/games 
you plan to teach. (You don’t want to have 
to refer to your teaching guide when you’re 
explaining a game or activity.)

• Arrive early to set up your room. (The first 
person in the room usually ends up being in 
charge of the meeting.)

• Provide different work areas in your 
room 

• A place for learning the books of the Bible 
(Supply this table with a Books of the Bible 
poster and Books of the Bible cards or a 
Books of the Bible list.)

• A spot for reviewing Key Passages (Supply 
this spot with a list of Key Passages and 
references or Key Passages cards and 
reference cards that the kids can match.)

• A table for learning the new verse for the 
meeting if there is a Craft or Table activity. 
(Supply this table with an activity to help 
the child learn the verse for that meeting.)

• An area for reviewing verses the children 
have already learned. (A leader can listen to 
review material.)

Meeting Time
• Greet each child. Call each child by name when 

he arrives. Tell each child that you are glad 
they have chosen to come to Children's Bible 
Drill. 

• Remind children to go to the restroom before 
coming to the room. (This helps avoid coming 
and going during the meeting.)

• Show an interest in each child. Ask about her 
day and then direct her to a table to begin 
work.

• Begin your teaching with a time of prayer. Ask 
God to bless your time together, thank Him 
for giving us His Word, and ask Him to help us 
learn and understand what He would have us 
to know. 
 

After the Meeting
• Get to know the parents of each child. Greet 

them by name if they come to pick up a child. 
Tell them how well their child did at memory 
work.

• Flash cards help parents help their children 
learn the material. 

• Bible Book Cards (a card with each Bible book 
on it or a list to work from.)

• Key Passage Cards (a card with each Key 
Passage Title and reference.)

• A card with each verse and reference from the 
translation you will be using. 

Parents can help children review at different 
times.
• Just before going to bed, learn the verse for 

the week.

• At the breakfast table review the verse learned 
the night before.

• In the car on the way to school, read the verse 
or say it with your child.

If a child misses a meeting, call to check on the 
child. Encourage children to work during the 
week to review material learned each week.

Teaching Plans



2323

• Read the Administration Section to prepare for the Bible Drill year and have it properly planned.

• Identify which cycle you are currently in according to your state Bible Drill plan.

• Make a plan to divide up your year so that you can pace yourself regarding number of sessions and 
how many verses or key passages you need to learn each session.

• There will be at least 3 activities to help you learn each verse. Choose according to the learning style 
that best reaches the kids you teach. Try several because variety is the spice of life!

• There will be one teaching time related to each Key Passage.

• Use the Enhanced CD to print teaching aids as needed throughout the year. Start your year giving 
each child a set of the books of the Bible, the 25 memory verses, and the 10 Key Passages. Email 
PDFs from the CD of the Bible Drill Competition Guide pages you are using each week to teachers.

• Spend a few minutes drilling each session before you dismiss. Practice will help prepare your kids for 
competition!

Using This Guide

When You See This Icon

Active = a game that will feature 
lots of moving around

Floor Mat = a game specifically 
defined for use with the Giant 
Game Floor Mat

Table = an activity best done while 
sitting down at a table

Craft = an activity that involves 
gathering supplies and making 
something to take home

Game = an activity that involves 
competition

Story = a teaching time that 
involves connecting to a Bible story 
or life application

Drill = a Bible Drill practice activity



2424

You will practice lots of drills with the kids this year, but the following are 
our favorite games to review the information learned in Bible Drill without 
actually having to drill. Key Passages and verse examples are taken from the 
Red Cycle but adapt to the cycle you are on!
 
Drill Game 1
On the Spot
• Cut 8-inch diameter circles from six pieces of red construction paper and six pieces of blue 

construction paper. Place the circles about four inches apart in random order on the floor.

• Provide at least 11 beanbags. (You can use paper wads if you don’t have enough beanbags.)

• Using tape, mark a throwing line about three feet from the playing area.

On the Spot
Divide into two teams. Tell children that you will read a question concerning Bible Skills. If a team 
member answers correctly, that person may toss a beanbag and try to land on their team’s color. The 
object of the game is to be the first team to have beanbags on all six of their color circles. If a beanbag 
lands on another team’s color, the other team must answer a question to keep it. If they answer 
incorrectly, remove the beanbag from the circle. If the beanbag lands between the circles, remove it 
from the playing area. Choose one team to go first and begin by asking the first question. Review all 
areas of Bible skills as you ask your questions. Play until one team hits all their spots, then play again!

Our Favorite Review Games

Questions:
Name the division where the book is found: 
 • Numbers  • 1 John    
 • Galatians  • Daniel
 • Proverbs  • Lamentations 
 • 2 Timothy  • Acts
 • Exodus  • Revelation

Name the book that comes before:
 • Job   • Hebrews  
 • Colossians  • Nehemiah  
 • Zephaniah  • 1 Corinthians

Name the book that comes after:
 • Joshua  • 2 Timothy  
 • Psalms  • Amos  
 • James  • Habakkuk

Identify the Key Passage:
 • Genesis 1–2:3 • John 14    
 • Psalm 51  • Luke 2:1-7  
• Exodus 12:37-42 • Mark 12:28-34

Quote the verse and give the reference:
 • Leviticus 22:31 • Psalm 54:2  
 • Proverbs 20:11  • Mark 13:31  
 • Luke 6:31  • Romans 14:12

You can continue play by making up further 
questions in the manner above.
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Drill Game 2
Bible Blankie
• Provide a full-sized blanket that is heavy enough that the children cannot see 

through it.

Bible Blankie
This is a fun, fast-paced game that will keep the children moving while recalling Key Passages and 
Completion verses. Place the children into two teams. Direct the children to get in a close huddle or 
group on the floor facing each other’s team. Ask two leaders or helpers to hold up a blanket between 
the two groups. Choose one child from each team to move quietly to the blanket. Be sure not to call 
the names of the children you have chosen.

Explain that you will count to three and drop the blanket. The children must try to be the first to say 
the name of the person they are directly facing. The first person to correctly say the name of the other 
person wins the round. The other person must go to the team that won the round. Continue play until 
each child has had at least one turn although it is fine to have the same children repeat to catch the 
other team off guard or until one team has collected all of the other teams members.

Round two: Regroup the children to the original teams. This time instruct the children that when the 
blanket drops, you will call out the reference to one of the Key Passages. The first person to give the 
title of the Key Passage wins the round. Continue play as above until each child has had a turn or all of 
the players are on the same team. 

Round three: Regroup again and this time instruct the children that when the blanket drops, you will 
say a portion of a memory verse for a Completion Drill. The first child to correctly say the entire verse 
wins the round. If neither child can complete the verse, call time and see which team can locate the 
verse first in their Bibles to win the round. 

Round four: Call out a Key Passage or an underlined portion of a verse for a Completion call. 

The key to this game is to keep it moving. Point to the next players and move them into place as 
quickly as possible and count to three quickly so they do not have any down time. This keeps all of 
the children on their toes, as they do not know who you will pick next. If they look away, you could 
pick someone else. Have fun with this as it is challenging to be looking at someone and trying to say 
something quickly.

Drill Game 3
Make Up Test
• Gameboards and gamepieces

• Supplies to make their own gameboard

Make Up Test

Give the children an assignment to make up a Bible skills review test using any available gameboard 
or to make up their own. Inform the boys and girls that they will get to use their skill test game in the 
coming weeks.

Call attention to the index cards, highlighter, and the other resources they have available to them 
to design their own review game. Guide the children in making decisions that will provide a fun yet 
orderly way to review Bible skills. Help the children plan the game for an overall review. 

Encourage the children to play the game themselves. While they are playing, they may need to tweak 
their directions for the game to work well. Tell them to write down the instructions of the game so they 
will remember for next week.
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like to use abundant energy and physical skills, are approaching puberty, girls are 
usually ahead of boys, have good coordination and muscle skills

Who Are Preteens?

Physical:

Mental:

Social/Emotional:

Spiritual:

are beginning to think abstractly and are capable of deep thoughts; are 
imaginative, creative, and curious while being able to distinguish between fact 
and fiction; can cope with success and failure; can concentrate when interested 
and think quickly and memorize easily; can express ideas, understand cause and 
effect, solve problems, and plan; can accept rules, organizations, responsibilities, 
and leader-follower roles

have deep need for companionship and approval of peers, like acceptance and 
encouragement, can become easily discouraged, are ready for responsibilities 
and opportunities for self-direction, are easily influenced emotionally and can 
cope with some feelings

have concepts of love, trust, and personal worth; feel deeply about own 
experiences; can be sensitive to others; are ready for spiritual answers and 
directions and beginning to adopt a religious belief system; can make many 
choices, but may not follow through on long-term commitments


