
CHARACTERS:

Moderator (male or female)

Candidates:
   • Brittany –  Cheerleading Homecoming 

Attendant, Valley Girl
   • Gordon – Awkward, nerdy
   • Julia – Driven, competitive
   • Bo – Athletic, leader

Friends:  (break character and become 
narrators)

   • Molly –  Campaign manager for Julia
   • Jade – Brittany’s alternative friend
   • Chuck – Teammate with Bo
   • Ronald –  Lieutenant of crossing 

guard with Gordon

SET:
Can be set up à la televised electoral 
candidates’ debate. Candidates may be 
seated in chairs in a row upstage left 
across the stage. A pulpit or lectern may 
sit a little right of down stage center. The 
moderator is at stage right either behind 
a small desk or table but turned at a 45° 
angle so that the audience may see his 
or her face. Candidates and moderator 
should each have microphones. 

COSTUMES:
Candidates should be dressed as their 
characters dictate:

Brittany... may be dressed in her cheer
leading uniform or in a stylist frock with a 
large mum as a corsage.

Gordon... should probably be dressed 
in a uniform (Boy Scouts or crossing 
guard with bright yellow vest); and thick 
rimmed glasses.

Julia... may be dressed in a business suit, 
very professional, hair in conservative 
bun.

Bo... can be dressed in football jersey and 
jeans.

Molly... may be dressed a little frumpy; 
she doesn’t want to upstage Julia.

Jade... should be dressed in punk/alter-
native/Goth clothes and hair.

Chuck... may be dressed like an athletic 
trainer, complete with hydrating bottles 
and fanny pack.

Ronald... can be dressed the same way as 
Gordon; maybe brings on orange traffic 
cones that he uses to surround Gordon.
 
STAGING:
The songs may be sung à la flash mob 
style with choir members seated in the 
audience until time for each song. Can-
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didates and moderator may or may not 
sing along.

SONG 1: “We Could Change the World”
SONG 2: “I Refuse”

SCENE I

MODERATOR: Welcome Ladies and gen-
tlemen. it’s that time again. Time to elect 
or re-elect a student body president. This 
year’s election theme is “Campaign 4 
Change.” Tonight we have all four candi-
dates for a free and open debate.

But before we begin debating, let’s intro-
duce our candidates. Our first presidential 
hopeful is all-conference linebacker, point 
guard, and third baseman of Midville High 
School’s Snow Leopards: Bo Brown.

BO: (begins leading a chant as others in 
the audience join in.) Bo…Bo…Bo…Bo….
etc.

MODERATOR: next is head cheerleader 
and sophomore homecoming attendant, 
who loves to take long walks and talk with 
her friends on the phone, the lovely Brit-
tany Turner.

BRITTANY: (stands up to cheer – others 
in the audience may join) Go team! Yeah! 
All right!

MODERATOR: next we have three-time 
science fair state champion and captain 
of our school crossing guard, Gordon 
newman.

GORDON: Crossing guards rule! (No one 
joins except maybe one or two random 
fans.)

MODERATOR: And last, but certainly not 
least, our incumbent, current student body 
president and editor extraordinaire of our 
high school newspaper, the Snow Leopard’s 
Growl, Julia nichols.

JULIA: Thank you, Mr. Moderator. (polite 
applause from the audience)

MODERATOR: Tonight, each candidate
will respond to three questions and then 
each will be allowed a 30-second wrap-
up speech at the end of the debate. All 
right, candidates. Are you ready?

(Each responds at the same time)
BO: Yo!
BRITTANY: Yea!
GORDON: Definitely.
JULIA: Of course.

MODERATOR: All right, candidates. The 
first question: What is the one thing that 
you absolutely cannot change? 

SONG 3: “Things Change”

MODERATOR: Bo, you’re first.

BO: uh…. Can you repeat the question?

MODERATOR: What is the one thing that 
you absolutely cannot change?

BO: (suddenly with a relieved smile) Oh…
i’ve got this one. My socks!

MODERATOR: Your socks?

BO: Yeah, i’ve worn these same socks 
since i made varsity in every sport. And 
we’ve won every game since. So, no, i 
cannot change my socks. That would be 
just…wrong.

(audience chant: Bo, Bo, Bo….)

MODERATOR: Okay. Brittany?

BRITTANY: Well, i’ve been thinking about 
this a lot and i can think of only one thing i 
cannot and/or will not change.

MODERATOR: And that is…?

BRITTANY: My hair.
MODERATOR: Your hair?

BRITTANY: Yeah, one time i went to this 
salon and they did this ana-ly-zation 
thing-y by taking my picture and try-
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ing out different styles and colors. it was 
(starting to cry) traumatic. Traumatic!

MODERATOR: Thank you, Brittany. Gor-
don, your answer to the question.

GORDON: Well, there are certain laws of 
nature that i personally cannot change, 
like gravity and inertia, though believe me 
i’ve tried. (as an aside) i still owe my dad 
for the damage to the garage. 

MODERATOR: Great. Madame president, 
Julia?

JULIA: What thing i cannot change? Are 
you kidding? There is nothing i can’t 
change. people, we have the power within 
us to change the whole world. And if you 
re-elect me… (fades out)

SONG 4: “Strong Enough”

JULIA: (fades back in) …and finally i prom-
ise a chicken in every pot…

MODERATOR: (interrupting) All right, 
thanks. now candidates, next question. 
What do you have absolute power to 
change? Brittany?

BRITTANY: Oh, that’s easy. Boyfriends. 
i mean i like get bored with one guy all 
the time so, yeah i can change boyfriends 
like most people change their socks. And 
speaking of that, Bo, we need to talk….

MODERATOR: Okay, Gordon. What do 
you have the power to change?

GORDON: Well, i can change the molec-
ular structure of several chemical com-
pounds, but anybody can do that. So there 
is one thing i, and i alone, can change.

MODERATOR: And that is…?

GORDON: Traffic! (standing and reciting 
like a pledge) As captain of the crossing 
guard i have the power to reverse traffic 
flow within a 500-yard radius of our cam-
pus. i can use my authority to move the 

orange traffic cones into any position i 
deem necessary for traffic control. 

MODERATOR: Thank you. Madame presi-
dent, Julia. What is the one thing you can 
change?

JULIA: One thing? There are so many.

MODERATOR: pick one.

JULIA: i can change the whole complex-
ion of our school. people, we are on the 
verge of… (fades under music)

SONG 5: “Move”

SCENE 2

MODERATOR: All right ladies and gentle-
men we will take a five-minute break. We 
have refreshments in the foyer; restrooms 
are in the back.

(Moderator and a few other audience 
members exit; Molly, Jade, Chuck and 
Ronald enter the stage and cross to his 
or her candidate. While one speaks, the 
others pantomime conversations upstage. 
Those who speak cross down stage.)

(at down stage left)
MOLLY: Hi Julia, you’re doing great, i 
think.

JULIA: (not so sure) Yeah, thanks.

MOLLY: What’s the matter? 

JULIA: Oh nothing, it’s just that...some-
times i talk a lot about change and how i 
can do anything and well...sometimes it’s 
just talk, you know. i act like i have all the 
answers, but…

MOLLY: Wait. You mean, you don’t have 
all the answers?

JULIA: uh…(shakes her head) full disclo-
sure.

MOLLY: This is something i should have 
known before i signed on to be your cam-
paign manager.



JULIA: Well…i needed your help. i was 
slipping in the polls and i was afraid not to 
come out strong to maintain my position. 

MOLLY: i don’t understand, Julia. You’re 
always so confident and now you’re ques-
tioning your own power. What about your 
plans: your future?

JULIA: Yeah, about that....

SONG 6: “ALREADY THERE” 

(Julia and Molly cross back up stage and 
continue a pantomime or may exit briefly.)

(Jade and Brittany cross to down stage 
left.)

JADE: You look great, Brit. Really!

BRITTANY:  Do you think so? is my eye 
shadow starting to crease?

JADE: no, but your nose is a little shiny.

BRITTANY:  Oh no! Can you powder me? 
i’m just too nervous to do it myself.

(Jade grabs Brittany’s oversized makeup 
case.)

JADE: Okay. (as she’s refreshing Britta-
ny’s make-up) Why are you so nervous? 
You’ve been up in front of people practi-
cally your whole life. This isn’t even a big 
crowd.

BRITTANY: Well, i’m afraid i’ll say some-
thing…dumb.

JADE: (auto response; before she knows 
what she’s saying) Too late. (realizes what 
she’s said) Oh wait! Did i just say that?

BRITTANY:  See? i knew i shouldn’t run 
for public office. i’m not the presidential 
type.

JADE: (auto response) More like…First 
Lady, i think.

BRITTANY: Yeah! You know, Jade, you 
should be in this election instead of me.

JADE: no…

BRITTANY: Why not? You’re smart and 
into politics and stuff. You should totally 
think about running for something.

JADE: That won’t happen. The press can 
be pretty brutal during a campaign.

BRITTANY:  What do you mean?

JADE: Well, when they start digging into 
my past, they’ll find some rather…unbe-
coming events.

BRITTANY: i don’t get it.

JADE: (auto response) Exactly. Hey, Brit. 
There’s a lot about me you don’t know.

BRITTANY: Really?

SONG 7: “You Are More”

(Brittany and Jade cross up stage or may 
exit.)
(Chuck and Bo are at downstage right. 
Chuck has a towel and a water bottle like 
a boxing or football trainer.)

CHUCK: (massaging Bo’s shoulders) Okay, 
Champ. Walk it off. You’re doing great.

BO: Okay. Okay...

(Ronald and Gordon cross to down left. 
The following dialogue overlaps some-
times.)

(at left and right)
RONALD/CHUCK: You were awesome 
out there.

(at left)
GORDON: no, i shouldn’t have said that 
about my dad’s garage. it was an acci-
dent…sort of.
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RONALD: it’s okay. nobody was listening.

(at left and right)
GORDON/BO: Really? i don’t think so. 

BO: Maybe i ought to stay in sports and 
leave the politics to somebody else.

CHUCK: nah, man. Be all in. Sure you’ll 
probably get a sports scholarship and 
maybe even make the pros, but hey—you 
also might be like me and blow out a knee. 
You’ve got to have a backup plan.

BO: A backup plan?

(at right and left)
BO/GORDON: Okay, i guess.

(at left)
GORDON: All i want to do is make a dif-
ference somehow.

(at right)
BO: i want to be somebody.

BO/GORDON: (at right and left) i’m a 
leader. i want to be a contender.

SONG 8: “We Are”

SCENE 3

(All candidates enter the stage and take 
their original positions.)

MODERATOR: All right, candidates. Your 
third and final question for tonight’s 
“Campaign 4 Change” debate. So candi-
dates, what is the one thing that you are 
sure will never change? Julia, you first.

JULIA: uh….

MODERATOR: Do you need more time?

JULIA: Yes, please.

MODERATOR: All right. Bo?

BO: uh…uh…

MODERATOR: i’ll come back to you. Brittany?

BRITTANY: uh…uh…

MODERATOR: Okay, Gordon?

GORDON: uh…uh…

(Julia raises her hand) 

JULIA: Mr. Moderator, may i have another 
question?

BO: Can i have a little more time?

GORDON: Can i get internet connection?

BRITTANY: Can we, like, take a tiny break?

MODERATOR: All right. Two minutes.

(As candidates pantomime scrambling for 
an answer, and/or all four friends come 
back on stage as themselves; they cross 
downstage.)

MOLLY: (to the audience) What is the one 
thing that will never change?

RONALD: (to the audience) if you’ve lis-
tened to the songs we’ve sung tonight, 
you’ll recognize a theme and the answer 
to the question.

JADE: (to the audience) Things change, 
but God never does. We are weak, but He 
is our strength.

CHUCK: (to the audience) The future is 
unclear but we can still find security in 
trusting that He knows and holds our fu-
ture. 

MOLLY: (to the audience) So the fears we 
have, like feeling that we’re not strong 
enough,...

RONALD: (to the audience) or smart 
enough,...

CHUCK: (to the audience) or fears about 
our future,...
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JADE: or our past; these fears can 
fade away when we look to God as our 
Creator,

CHUCK: our Sustainer,

MOLLY: our healer,

RONALD: our friend.

JADE: Yes, we can change the world.

CHUCK: But before we can change 
what’s around us, we have to let God 
change what’s in us.

SONG 9: “Our God”

SONG 1: “We Could Change the 
World” 

READER 1: Jesus said:

JESUS: “When the Son of Man comes 
in His glory, and all the angels with 
Him, then He will sit on the throne 
of His glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before Him, and He will 
separate them one from another, just 
as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. He will put the sheep 
on His right and the goats on the left. 
Then the King will say to those on His 
right, 

KING: “ ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world. For i was hungry and 
you gave Me something to eat; i was 
thirsty and you gave Me something to 
drink; i was a stranger and you took 
Me in; i was naked and you clothed 

Me; i was sick and you took care of 
Me; i was in prison and you visited 
Me.’

JESUS: “Then the righteous will 
answer Him, 

READER 1: “ ‘Lord, when did we see 
You hungry and feed You, or thirsty 
and give You something to drink?  
When did we see You a stranger and 
take You in, or without clothes and 
clothe You?  When did we see You 
sick, or in prison, and visit You?’ 
  
JESUS:  “And the King will answer 
them, 

KING: “ ‘i assure you: Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these 
brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’ ”

SONG 2: “I Refuse” 

OpTiOn #2 - Mini-THEMES

THEME 1: Reaching Out In Jesus’ Name

READERS’ THEATRE
“The Least of These” (From Matthew 25:31-39)



163

What does God’s heart look like? 
 
What about His hands? What does 
His voice sound like?
 
perhaps His heart looks a little like 
the expression of joy on the face 
of Shinichi Saito as he emerged 
from the baptismal waters last year 
in Japan. His beloved nation was 
seemingly crumbling all around him 
after the “triple disaster” of a killer 
earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear 
emergency struck in March of 2011. 
Many thousands of Japanese were 
swept away by tsunami waves or 
killed as buildings collapsed across 
the northeast coastline. Multitudes 
were left homeless. 
 
Yet Saito and his wife were adamant 
about being baptized. “if we didn’t 
do it today, i don’t know if i could be 
spiritually prepared in my heart for 
all that my work duties demand in 
the midst of this disaster,” he said at 
the time. Southern Baptist missionary 
Mark Busby happily delayed leaving 
Tokyo during a post-tsunami 
evacuation so he could baptize the 
couple.

 

That’s God’s heart: filled with joy, filled 
with compassion and love, filled with 
urgency to reach those He loves.
 
perhaps His hands look like the hands 
of a Southern Baptist worker gently 
touching an Asian slum dweller 
suffering from infected tattoos caused 
by dirty needles. Or the hands of a 
worker comforting a child ravaged by 
malnutrition in Central Asia. 
 
perhaps His voice — or the choir of 
angels around Him, at least — sounds 
a little like the voice of an Egyptian 
Christian woman worshiping amid 
the tumultuous political changes that 
gripped her land last year. Whether 
those changes bring more freedom or 
more persecution, she will continue to 
sing His praises.
 
SONG 3: “Your Hands, Your Heart, 
Your Voice”

READING
(From international Mission Board, 1/25/2012, Richmond, VA)

Idea: Break up the story into several parts
and use as a Readers’ Theatre piece.)

VIDEO

The international Mission Board has a video that applies to the song, “Your Hands, 
Your Heart, Your Voice.”) Find it at:

http://www.imb.org/main/give/videosearchpage.asp?StoryID=5595&Language


