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A/#!)!', J!*+/, !,. J+-$0). As the main characters 
in the Book of Genesis, many of us have been hearing stories about these 
men since we were children. The problem is, such stories are usually broken 
up into isolated fragments: Abraham on Mount Moriah, Jacob wrestling with 
God, Joseph and his multi-colored coat. When we dig deeper, we see that 
these men are part of a single, seamless story—one that stretches from the 
first page of the Bible to the last.

Join authors Matt Carter and Halim Suh as they examine Genesis 12-50 and 
explore how the first book of the Bible foreshadows the gospel of Jesus 
Christ—the good news of salvation and redemption that we find only in 
relationship with Him. 

When we read about Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph—the family of promise—
we read about salvation by faith. We begin to understand that God 
orchestrates everything, including su!ering and evil, in order to redeem the 
consequences of the fall and ultimately restore us to Him.

W!," '+#$ G$,$-&-? Check out 
Creation Unraveled, another Threads study 
from Matt Carter and Halim Suh that 
explores the foreshadowing of the gospel 
in Genesis 1–11.

IN A GROUP BIBLE STUDY? 
We highly recommend it. Check out the Creation 
Restored leader kit, which includes this Bible study, 
a leader guide, seven teaching videos, a playlist 
to accompany the study, and more. Available at 
threadsmedia.com/creationrestored.
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MATT CARTER
My name is Matt Carter. I serve as pastor for preaching and 
vision at The Austin Stone Community Church, which has 
grown from a core team of 15 people to more than 7,000 
Sunday attendees since the church began in 2002. My desire 
to see the church become an advocate for the welfare of the 
city of Austin has led to the creation of a network that exists 
to actively pursue the redemption and renewal of the city for 
the advancement of the gospel. The For the City Network 
provides a platform for organizational collaboration by 
o!ering physical space to local nonprofits and creating a 
funnel for volunteer engagement. In addition to pastoring 
at The Austin Stone, I’m a cancer survivor, co-author of For 
the City, and speaker for camps and conferences nationwide. 
I hold a Master of Divinity from Southwestern Baptist 
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three children: John Daniel, Annie, and Samuel.

HALIM SUH
Jesus Christ saved me. That’s my story. God called me by 
His grace and won my rebellious heart forever. I am Halim 
Suh, and I serve as the pastor of equipping at The Austin 
Stone. I met my wife, Angela, at Texas A&M University. We 
met, dated, broke up (she with me), dated again (she came 
to her senses), and got married in 2002. Following college 
and marriage, I got a Master of Divinity from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. After five years of marriage, we 
decided it was time to add some children to our family when 
we got the news that my mom’s cancer had returned and 
would most likely be terminal. We prayed that God would 
grace us with a child before my mom went to be with Jesus. 
God answered our prayers, and Malachi was born three 
months before my mom passed away. Since then God has 
blessed us with two more children, our daughter Evangeline 
(Evie) and our son Moses (Mojo). We look forward to adding a 
couple more kiddos to our family through adoption.
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GOD IS 
MAKING
IT GOOD
AGAIN

GROWING UP, I !MATT" WENT TO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AND LEARNED ALL THE BIBLE 
STORIES. During my years at Texas A&M University, 
I sat under an amazing preacher who preached 
through the Bible verse by verse. I studied theology 
through seven grueling years of seminary. After 
starting The Austin Stone Community Church, I 
spent four and a half years preaching through the 
Book of John and two and a half years preaching 
through 1 Corinthians. 

But the truth of the matter is, nothing has given 
me a better understanding of the gospel of Jesus 
and the purpose of the cross than studying the 
Book of Genesis. Genesis hasn’t only increased my 
knowledge of the gospel; it’s also increased my love 
for the gospel. 
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THE BEGINNING . . .
One of the reasons the Book of Genesis advances the gospel in such a powerful way is that 
it includes the full history of God’s story: creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. 

The first two chapters of Genesis focus on creation. God looked at the earth that was 
formless and void, dark and barren, and He chose to create. He spoke, and instantly 
galaxies came forth in obedience to His voice. With one word from His mouth, the heavens 
assembled, the oceans were poured out, and mountains emerged from the earth to point 
back toward heaven. 

When God saw everything He had made, He proclaimed, “It is good” (Genesis 1:25). And 
it was. It was a landscape full of created things and beings erupting with praises for their 

Creator. Each element of creation was 
designed to display a di!erent glimpse of 
His character. In fact, what made creation 
so good wasn’t just that it was beautiful 
and majestic, but primarily that it pointed 
to a good, perfect God.

And yet, even with the billion-fold wonder of stars and the breathtaking majesty of 
mountains, the best of God’s handiwork was revealed when He made man in His own 
image. 

The decision to have men and women not only point to His character but actually bear His 
image gave humankind the greatest dignity in all creation. When God stepped back after 
breathing life into His image-bearers, He looked at everything He had made and proclaimed 
it to be “very good” (v. 31). And it was. In the moments following that proclamation, God 
and humans enjoyed sweet, intimate communion. Our first parents experienced exactly 
what we were created to be, and every one of their needs was met in God.

Then came the second phase: The fall. 

In Genesis 3-11, the sharp knife of sin severed us from everything that gave us life. In one 
catastrophic exchange, humanity traded everything God had provided and promised 
for the lie that they were better o! without Him. The serpent convinced Adam and Eve 
that God was holding out on them—that He couldn’t be trusted. The serpent led them to 
believe that if they wanted true happiness, they would have to do the one thing God had 
commanded them not to do. The promise from the serpent was that life would be found in 
this rebellion; the promise from God was that this rebellion would bring death.

OUR FIRST PARENTS EXPERIENCED 
EXACTLY WHAT WE WERE CREATED TO BE, 
AND EVERY ONE OF THEIR NEEDS WAS 
MET IN GOD.  

BEGINNING IN GENESIS 12 AND 
CONTINUING THROUGH THE END 
OF THE BOOK, WE BEGIN TO SEE 
GOD’S PLAN FOR FIXING WHAT WAS 
BROKEN. WE SEE HIM BEGIN TO MAKE 
THE BAD THINGS COME UNTRUE. 

FOR FURTHER STUDY
Be sure to check out Creation Unraveled, the first of our two studies on the gospel according 
to Genesis. In that book, we walk you through a high-level, big-picture study of Genesis 1-11.  
Visit threadsmedia.com/creationunraveled to find out more, and to continue your study 
on this vital and valuable topic. 

Unfortunately, the serpent’s lie sounded 
sweeter to their ears. Everything about 
abandoning God and going after His throne 
seemed more appealing. So Adam and Eve 
rebelled; they took and ate. They traded roles 
with God Himself and sought in their own 
power to be their own gods.

The consequences were devastating. Our earliest ancestors were cut o! from the paradise 
of Eden. More importantly, they were cut o! from the paradise of knowing God intimately 
and walking with Him. They were cast out. From that moment on, their hearts were 
rebelliously bent away from God. 

And that’s not just Adam and Eve. This is you and me. From the moment we were conceived, 
we inherited the same stony, dead hearts that beat in the chests of our first parents. Because 
of their sin and because of our own, we’re doubly guilty before our Father. We’re all sinners 
by nature and by choice.

. . . AND THE END
Because of the fall, we’ve been left with a series of terrifying questions: Can we avoid being 
cut o! from God forever? Is there a way to reconcile? Can God look upon us again and 
declare that we’re “very good”? 

Thank God, the answer to all of those questions is yes. 

Beginning in Genesis 12 and continuing through the end of the book, we get a glimpse of 
God’s plan for fixing what we broke. We see Him making all the bad things come untrue. 

Through the stories of Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph, we discover what God intends to 
accomplish during the remaining phases of our story—redemption and restoration. And 
it’s very good. 
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“By faith Abraham, when he was 
called, obeyed and went out to a 
place he was going to receive as 
an inheritance. He went out, not 
knowing where he was going. . . . 
Therefore from one man—in fact, 
from one as good as dead—came 
o!spring as numerous as the stars 
of heaven and as innumerable 
as the grains of sand by the 
seashore” (Hebrews 11:8,12). 

FAITH IS GOD’S 
DECISIVE ACT
GENESIS 12
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Listen to “The One Thing” by Paul Coleman 
from the Creation Restored playlist, available 
at threadsmedia.com/creationrestored.

It’s through Abraham that God will continue his chosen family—the line through which He 
will fulfill His greatest promise to humankind (see Matthew 1). 

That being the case, surely we can expect good things from Abraham. We’ve met a lot of 
shady characters in Genesis so far—from Cain to Lamech to everybody not named Noah—
but at least we can count on Abraham to pray every day, obey God in everything, and live 
a life of righteousness.  

Let’s take a look: 

“Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot (Haran’s son), and his 
daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they set out together 
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. But when they came 
to Haran, they settled there” (v. 31).

Uh oh. Ur of the Chaldeans wasn’t exactly the flagship city for godly living—not even close. 
The Chaldeans were a nasty, impetuous people known for their idolatry, and Ur was the 
capital city of moon worship. Abraham must have been di!erent. Certainly he wasn’t into 
something as silly and destructive as worshiping the moon. Right? 

“Joshua said to all the people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 
says: “Long ago your ancestors, including Terah, the father of Abraham 
and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods”’” 
(Joshua 24:2).

Oh boy. Abraham participated in idol worship. That takes the wind out of our sails. Abraham 
is supposed to be the superhero of our faith—the father of faith itself. Yet when we meet 
him, he is just another guy worshiping something other than God. 

Things must have been better for his wife. Maybe Sarah (she was originally called Sarai) was 
the spiritual one: 

“Abram and Nahor took wives: Abram’s wife was named Sarai, and Nahor’s 
wife was named Milcah. She was the daughter of Haran, the father of both 
Milcah and Iscah. Sarai was unable to conceive; she did not have a child” 
(Genesis 11:29-30).

What! Sarah couldn’t have children? Think about that: Abraham’s wife, the woman who was 
supposed to carry the seed for the next child to be born in God’s holy line, was barren. They 
were both barren, actually, it’s just that Abraham’s barrenness was spiritual (worshiping 
what was dead and unproductive) while Sarah’s was physical.  

One of the most important things to remember about the 
Bible is that it’s not a collection of di!erent stories, each with 
di!erent moral principles that teach us how to make ourselves 
right with God. Rather, the Bible is a single, seamless, passionate 
story about the way God has come down to us.

The second half of Genesis 11 represents a crucial intersection for that story. It’s a game-
changing moment that confirms God’s promise to stop at nothing to redeem His people. 
And it’s a good thing, because the earlier parts of Genesis include some pretty rough stu!.

The problems started in Genesis 3, when sin entered the world and turned all of creation 
upside down—and not the funny, benign sort of “upside down.” Sin ravaged and mauled 
creation to the point where it was almost indistinguishable from its original state. That 
same sin launched humanity on a downward spiral that grew with each generation, 
exponentially magnifying the e!ects of evil within the hearts of human beings. 

God used the flood (Genesis 6-8) and the scattering at the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11) 
as levies to slow down the viral spread of evil. Those acts of God proved e!ective at 
decelerating sin, but they weren’t su"cient to eradicate it—nor did God mean for them 
to be the final solution.

Rather, God had promised that a seed—a person—would come through Eve that would 
crush the head of Satan and defeat sin once and for all (see Genesis 3:15). This seed would 
accomplish what the flood, the Tower of Babel, the sacrificial system, and the Law could 
never do: finally and fully destroy sin within the heart of Man.

To prepare for that seed, God preserved a line of people for Himself—a family of promise 
through which the Messiah would ultimately be born in Bethlehem. Thus, in the face of 
murderous Cain and his jealous destruction of Abel, God provided Seth and preserved the 
line. Atop the tumultuous waters of the flood, God ordained an ark to save Noah and his 
family, including Shem, who continued the lineage of the promise.

MR. AND MRS. BARREN
In Genesis 11:10, we see a dramatic shift in the narration of the story. 

Moses (the author of Genesis) significantly narrows his focus in order to list the many 
descendants of Shem. With great care and attention to detail, he begins with Shem’s first 
son, Arpachshad, and traces the family line over hundreds of years until he stops at a man 
named Abram, who would later be re-named Abraham. 

Read Genesis 11:10–12:20 
to get a more complete 
introduction to Abraham.
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Reading about Abraham and Sarah’s condition, we’re forced to wonder why God would 
choose to work through such a couple instead of picking out a man and woman who better 
represented the best of what human beings can achieve. 

Here’s the truth: Because of the presence of sin and its consequences in our lives, barrenness 
is the perfect metaphor for the human condition. Though we have air in our lungs and a 
pulse beating throughout our bodies, we can produce no life. We aren’t capable of life-
giving, or even of true life-living. On our own, the best we can achieve is nothing. 

We all have times when we feel the bleakness of our situation. In the midst of this 
lifelessness and darkness, we want to know if things can get better. Is there hope? Can there 
be salvation? 

We must remember that sin is a great enemy, but God is an even greater Conqueror. 
Because of God, we do have hope. Because of God, we can experience salvation. But such 
things don’t come from the righteousness of people, or the accomplishment of people, or 
from being born into the right bloodline.  

The amazing news of the gospel is that salvation comes through faith. 

That’s what was so special about Abraham. He’s not one of our spiritual heroes because he 
lived a perfect life from the beginning. It’s because God showed up on the dark landscape 
of Abraham’s life and produced something inside of him—something that changed the 
course of human history forever.

How do you define faith? 

GOD’S WORD PRODUCES FAITH
The apostle Paul has a lot to say about Abraham’s faith in Romans 4:18-21: 

“He believed, hoping against hope, so that he became the father of many 
nations according to what had been spoken: So will your descendants 
be. He considered his own body to be already dead (since he was about 
100 years old) and also considered the deadness of Sarah’s womb, without 
weakening in the faith. He did not waver in unbelief at God’s promise but 
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, because he was fully 
convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.”

In 1 Samuel 1:1-20, Hannah’s 
story demonstrates the pain and 
shame associated with barrenness 
in the ancient world.

“Now faith is the reality of what 
is hoped for, the proof of what 
is not seen ” (Hebrews 11:1). 

That’s a wonderful phrase: “He believed, hoping against hope.” Abraham didn’t waver in 
unbelief, but instead grew strong in faith. It’s incredible that the same idolator we were 
just reading about changed to the point where he didn’t waver in unbelief at all. Even the 
strongest of Christians wrestle daily with fear and doubt, yet Abraham moved from trusting 
idols to trusting God seemingly in the blink of an eye. How? 

Maybe Abraham was smarter than the rest of humanity at the time; he just figured things 
out and decided to turn toward the God he had been rejecting. Or perhaps there was a 
genetic anomaly in his DNA that predisposed him to have faith—or maybe he was a better 
guy than all the other people around him.

If you’re a follower of Jesus, how did you come to have faith?

Genesis 12 helps us better understand the origin of the faith that sprang up in Abraham’s 
life, even in the midst of his spiritual barrenness: 

“The LORD said to Abram: ‘Go out from your land, your relatives, and 
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make you 
into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those 
who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.’ So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran” (vv. 1-4). 

This was an important moment. God was kick-starting the next phase in His plan to save 
the world. 

The interaction is strikingly uncomplicated: God spoke, and Abram obeyed. That’s all. 
Abram didn’t believe, but God spoke to him and something happened. In the wake of the 
barren, lifeless void that was the human condition, God spoke—and it changed everything. 

Does that sound familiar?

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of the waters. Then 
God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light” (Genesis 1:1-3). 
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Compare the texts from Genesis 12 and Genesis 1. What are the similarities? What are 
the di!erences?

Notice what the Word of God shows us: Both instances started with nothing, and in both 
instances God spoke and created something that wasn’t there before. In Genesis 1 God’s 
powerful voice brought light into the dark void of our world. In Genesis 12, our world was 
void of faith in the one, true God, but then God spoke. And He spoke in such a way that His 
Word, His promises, created faith inside of Abraham. 

Abraham wasn’t perfect. He didn’t earn the right to have faith from God by being intelligent, 
charming, or even godly. Abraham had faith because God decided to speak His Word into 
his life.

That’s our story, too. 

If you have faith to believe God and put your trust in Him, it’s because He called you to 
do so. God Himself opened His mouth and produced the very faith you cling to. That may 
not be something you’ve spent a lot of time contemplating before now, but it’s real. It’s 
something Paul addressed in his second letter to the Corinthians:

“For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 4:6). 

So who’s the Hero here? Who’s the One who can take credit for creating light in the midst of 
darkness? Or faith in the midst of the darkest hearts? 

God.

God is responsible for creating faith in His people, and He wants us to know it. There’s no 
other way out of our peril. There’s no other person strong enough and loving enough to 
help. We’re not the heroes of our stories, no matter how much we want to be (or how much 
we act like it). 

How do you respond to the idea that God is responsible for our faith, rather than our 
actions or decisions? 

Walter Brueggemann says it well in his commentary on the Book of Genesis:

“This family (and with it the whole family of Genesis 1–11) has played out its 
future and has nowhere else to go. Barrenness is the way of human history. It is 
an e!ective metaphor for hopelessness. There is no foreseeable future. There 
is no human power to invent a future. 

“But barrenness is not only the condition of hopeless humanity. The marvel 
of biblical faith is that barrenness is the arena of God’s life-giving action. . . . 

“Inexplicably, this God speaks His powerful word directly into a situation of 
barrenness. That is the ground of the good news. This God does not depend 
on any potentiality in the one addressed. . . . The speech of God presumes 
nothing from the one addressed but carries in itself all that is necessary to 
begin a new people in history. The power of this summoning word is without 
analogy. It is a word about the future spoken to this family without any hope 
of a future. . . . The remainder of the text is simply the announcement that the 
speech of God overcomes and overpowers the barrenness of human reality.”1

GOD’S WORD DEFINES FAITH
If we can get on board with the fact that God’s Word was the genesis (pun intended) of faith 
for Abraham, then we’ve answered the question of where faith originated. And that answer 
is key because it means God, and God alone, gets the credit for our salvation. 

But this leads us to more questions that may be equally important: What is faith? What does 
it mean to have faith? How do we know the faith we’re holding onto is the same faith God 
created in Abraham—not something counterfeit or counterproductive? 

Thankfully, God’s Word goes beyond producing faith in us; it also defines faith for us. And we 
can learn more by looking again at our friend Abraham. He is an example of the life that is 
both demanded by and produced from this kind of genuine, God-spoken faith. We know 
what faith ought to look like in our lives by watching what God called Abraham to do after 
giving him the gift of faith. 

Faith Is Finding Our Security in God Alone
Let’s take a deeper look into those first verses in chapter 12: 

“The LORD said to Abram: ‘Go out from your land, your relatives, and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you’” (v. 1). 

Watch the Creation Restored video 
“Faith Is God’s Decisive Act,” available 
at threadsmedia.com/creationrestored.
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Where do you currently find physical and economic security?

Where do you find social and cultural security?

Where is the first place you turn for emotional support? 

Our hearts are bent toward trusting things other than God, and it’s because of the fall. We 
know there are a million things the world o!ers for happiness in place of God. We know to 
be on the lookout for things like lust and impurity. But that isn’t all we have to worry about. 
Our hearts are capable of turning blessings into idols, too. And God is calling us to take an 
inventory of our hearts and determine if what’s inside defines us more than He does. 

Faith that is from God both requires us and helps us to find our highest security and identity 
in Him alone.

Faith Is Committing to Bless the World 
True faith calls us to separate ourselves from the things of the world that may tempt us with 
security. But how are we supposed to do that practically? To what extent do we “leave”? 

Most of us aren’t called to leave our families and jobs, and surely we’re not going to leave 
our children. Is God commanding us to completely remove ourselves from the world, to 
have no a"liation or association with anyone else? Are we called to be repulsed by the 
world and hate it from a distance? 

That doesn’t sound like our God. 

Thankfully, the next statement God made to Abraham clarifies that His heart for the world 
is quite the opposite.

“I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
I will curse those who treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2-3). 

First, God called Abraham to leave the people he loved and the place where he felt secure. 

Clearly, such a call didn’t waste any time beating around the bush. All of the things that 
could have defined Abraham other than his relationship with God were placed on the 
chopping block right out of the gate.

Tim Keller o!ers a good summary of Abraham’s situation:

“Leave . . . your country. He was to let go of his economic and material security. 
He was leaving a much more settled, ‘civilized’ environment for a ‘backwoods’ 
uncivilized one. He was putting at risk all the normal social advancement to 
be hoped for. He was leaving all physical and social safety. Leave . . . your 
people. He was to let go of his cultural security. He left a familiar culture and 
customs for a foreign society. He was going to a place where he would always 
be an outsider, never an insider, never comfortable. Leave . . . your father’s 
household. Finally, he was to let go of his personal, emotional security. 
In traditional cultures one’s identity was tied up on your family. He was no 
longer allowed to rest in the sorts of relationships that we ordinarily get our 
self-worth and sense of significance from.”2

Abraham’s call had an interesting dynamic. You’ve probably heard many testimonies 
of God calling people away from lives of drunkenness and immorality, lewdness and 
debauchery—bad things, in other words. What’s striking about Abraham’s call is that he 
was ordered to leave the good things in his life. He was called to leave anything he trusted 
in more than God for his security. 

That’s important. Having faith doesn’t mean we lie and curse a little less than we did before. 
It doesn’t mean we stop gossiping. It isn’t a commitment to stop lying and lusting once and 
for all. Faith isn’t an attempt to give us the look of morality. That’s not faith at all. That isn’t 
Christianity, either.

Having faith in God means letting go of everything that our hands are grasping so tightly 
in our e!ort to find identity and security—yes, even seemingly good things—and looking 
toward God to keep us, instead.

It means that from now on our families, jobs, bank accounts, and so forth don’t get to define 
us—God does. We must be willing to recognize when these good things have stopped 
being blessings and have shifted into masters that we obey more than God. Otherwise, 
we’ll spend our lives deluding ourselves into believing we trusted God only to realize that 
we were serving ourselves and our desires more than Him.

“Any faith that must be supported 
by the evidence of the senses 
is not real faith.” —A. W. Tozer, 
The Knowledge of the Holy5
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Others of us do a really great job obeying the second commandment to bless the world. In 
fact, we can have such a heart to see the world be reconciled to Christ that we become just 
like the world. In the name of tolerance and relatability we start bending our values to those 
of the world—instead of the other way around. 

The danger here is that we can lose our distinctive saltiness. In an e!ort to move people 
out of the line of the world and into the line of godliness, we instead just make one line. 
We pursue all the things that the world pursues, we laugh at the same jokes, and we find 
pleasure in the same entertainment. As a result, the world doesn’t see the need to change 
because there’s no picture of change in front of them.

On which side of the pendulum do you tend to swing? How can you tell? 

The challenge for the Christian life is doing both of these things well, like Jesus. He was able 
to be around some of the most lawless and o!ensive people in society—people who did 
not share His value system at all—and yet they wanted to be around Him because of the 
way He loved them. 

We must be able to see the idols the world o!ers and choose instead to worship God 
unashamedly. At the same time, we must acknowledge that many people are serving idols 
because they don’t know about the God we serve. They don’t know there is a God who 
desires to save them from the throes of sin and death; they don’t know there is a God who 
crossed heaven and earth to deliver them from the peril of condemnation they live in every 
day, and the infinitely worse peril of eternal judgment that awaits them if they die in their 
sins without putting their faith in Him. 

Faith is making a commitment, by God’s grace, to obey both commands the way Jesus did. 
It’s making a commitment to be separate from the world so that we can bless the world. 

Faith Is Trusting God
Let’s look back at Genesis 12:1 for another element of genuine faith:

“The LORD said to Abram: ‘Go out from your land, your relatives, and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you.’”

Where does God command Abraham to go? Africa? Somewhere in the 10/40 window? 
No. God commanded him to go to the land that He would show him. He left everything 
open-ended. 

The second command God gave Abraham was to be a blessing to the nations. That’s a 
good thing, certainly, but it can be a bit confusing in light of the first command. How could 
Abraham both separate himself from the things of the world and participate in blessing the 
world? How can we? 

It turns out that God’s commands weren’t mutually exclusive. Obeying the first actually 
contributes to accomplishing the second, and that’s exactly what God proposed to 
Abraham: He needed to separate from the nations in order to bless the nations.

God calls us to do the same thing today. We are commanded to be both salt and light 
(Matthew 5:13-16); we are to be in the world but not of the world. We must be di!erent than 
the world in order to bless the world.

Here’s how Ligon Duncan expresses this concept:

“As Christians we must distinctively see ourselves as di!erent from the world. 
We must think di!erently from the world. We must have a di!erent worldview 
and outlook from the world. We must have a di!erent set of priorities. We 
must have a di!erent set of goals. Our agenda is di!erent from the agenda 
of the world. But we do that not so we can stand over against the world and 
feel superior to the world. Or despise the world in the sense of not having any 
concern for the interests of men and women who are not part of the faith. We 
are distinctive in order that we can be a blessing. In other words, we must say 
no to the world in order that we can say yes to the world.”3

That’s an interesting idea: We must say no to the world so that we can say yes to the world. 
There’s a tension there, and we’re supposed to live inside of it. We must leave and separate 
ourselves from the things of the world, and we must seek to bless the world. 

Still, that can be a challenging line to walk. 

Some of us are great at keeping the command to “leave.” In an e!ort to ensure that we’re 
not mastered by anything or anyone other than God, we isolate ourselves from everything 
that doesn’t overtly communicate His value system. We shield ourselves and our families 
from anything that isn’t found in a Christian bookstore. 

That puts us in danger of separating ourselves from the world so much that we lose our 
ability to look upon it with compassion. We can be so swept away by our e!orts to separate 
that we forget that, apart from God’s undeserved grace in our lives, we would be in the 
same place. 

According to the Holman Illustrated 
Bible Dictionary, Ur of the Chaldeans 
(11:28) is identified as Tell el-Muqayyar, 
220 miles southeast of Baghdad, Iraq.
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It’s fair to wonder why God would work that way. He was so specific about the things that 
should be left behind, so why wouldn’t He demonstrate the same level of detail when 
telling Abraham where to go? It seems like the margin of error is much higher with God 
being so vague. There were a lot of ways Abraham could mess this up.  

But maybe God was less concerned with the destination and Abraham’s ability to get there 
than He was concerned about Abraham trusting Him. The destination of faith wasn’t a 
particular point on the map, but instead a place of trust in Abraham’s heart. 

That seems to be a key characteristic of faith from this text according to the writer 
of Hebrews:

“By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed and went out to a place he 
was going to receive as an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he 
was going” (Hebrews 11:8). 

This has to be one of the hardest aspects of faith for us to handle. It’s so counter-intuitive to 
the way our hearts want to operate since the fall. In fact, that first sin was actually a rebellion 
against this very quality of faith. 

God commanded Adam and Eve to trust Him as the One to determine what was good and 
bad. And they played along until the snake slithered in and tempted them to sit in God’s 
chair—the place where they would get to make the call for themselves, even if they called it 
wrong every time. God left the consequences open-ended, too. He didn’t tell Adam and Eve 
all of the horror and pain that would happen if they ate of the fruit. He didn’t tell them their 
disobedience would be the cause of so much misery and torment throughout humankind. 

God could have shared that information. He could have made things very clear for Adam 
and Eve, and who knows—maybe things would have turned out di!erently. But it would 
not have been because Adam and Eve trusted God; it would have been because they 
agreed in their own wisdom that the consequences would be bad. 

That wasn’t the destination God wanted with Adam and Eve, and it’s not the destination 
He sought for Abraham, either. Both examples required trust in God above anything and 
anyone else—they required full obedience without fully knowing where God would lead. 
That’s the essence of faith.

When have you been forced to trust in God without knowing where that trust 
would lead? 

Yet some of us get so frustrated with the whole process. Just tell me what to do and I’ll do it, 
God! Do You want me to move my family to that poor neighborhood so we can serve? Fine. Do 
You want me to change jobs? OK. Should I sell everything? No problem. Just tell me exactly what 
You want me to do so I can make it happen. Tell me how to please You and I will. Let’s just cut to 
the chase! 

What kinds of decisions or problems make you feel this way? 

God doesn’t operate that way. He isn’t a cold, overbearing dictator who wants us to 
robotically accomplish His will on earth for the sake of getting His way. And when we 
demand for God to tell us exactly what He wants so that we can get out there and do it, we 
reveal that deep down we see Him as more of a boss than as a Father who loves us.

More, if we only obeyed God when He gave us the entire picture, we wouldn’t be operating 
in faith at all. That’s what the writer of Hebrews says:

“Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is 
not seen” (11:1).

Of course, that’s exactly what makes authentic faith so challenging. Faith is the work of 
transforming hopes into assurances—of converting the invisible and unseen into deep and 
meaningful convictions. 

The unknown can make faith so frustrating, but it’s also what makes faith so real. And the 
good news is that “the unknown” is only unknown to us. God knows exactly where He’s 
leading us, and He will lead us there perfectly. He will not only get us to the right place 
geographically, but the right place in our hearts of trusting Him fully and absolutely.

THE GREAT GAP
Here’s a scary thought: Abraham went out, but he never arrived. He never got to see with 
his own eyes the fulfillment of God’s promises. God promised Abraham land, but he never 
owned any land except his own grave. God promised him a nation, but he didn’t even get 
to see a single grandchild, let alone a nation. God promised him greatness, but he lived in 
tents all his life. 

Abraham lived in the great gap between promise and reality. 

And that’s where we live, too. 

Leading a group? It’s the way to go. 
Find extra questions and teaching 
tools in the leader kit, available at 
threadsmedia.com/creationrestored.
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Yes, God’s most critical promise was fulfilled through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
But many more promises are still floating around, and the chances are good we’ll never see 
every one fulfilled within our lifetime. Like John Piper says: 

“Faith tastes the blessing of God’s goodness now in this age, but not most of 
it. There is so much yet to come. . . . It will all be, as Paul says, ‘through a glass, 
darkly.’ It will all be partial. Every joy will have its limits. Every fruit its bruise. 
Every relationship its disappointment. Every service its critic. And every birth 
and wedding its nearby funeral.

“Hebrews 13:14 takes up the very thought of Abraham’s faith: ‘Here we have 
no lasting city.’ Everything breaks. Everything ages, spoils, rusts. Only God 
remains unchanged and glorious.”4

Getting back to Abraham, we see that 10 years after God called him, the gap between the 
promise and their fulfillment was starting to wear on him. 

“After these events, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do 
not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield; your reward will be very great.’ But 
Abram said, ‘LORD God, what can You give me, since I am childless and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ Abram continued, ‘Look, You 
have given me no o!spring, so a slave born in my house will be my heir’” 
(Genesis 15:1-3).

I can’t think of a single person who would have a hard time relating to Abraham here. We’ve 
all felt dissatisfied with some of God’s promises. He promised to never leave us nor forsake 
us, for example, but there are definitely times we feel like we’ve been on our own for a 
while. He promised to conform us to the image of His Son, but we can’t seem to get free 
from the power of sin. He promised to hear us when we cry out to Him, but there are times 
when the sky feels like brass, bouncing back our prayers.

What are we supposed to do with these feelings of weariness and fatigue as we wait for 
God’s promises to be fulfilled?

One thing we can do is glean some lessons from Abraham’s situation. For instance, notice 
how God responded to Abraham’s frustrated groaning. Did God berate him? Did He 
withdraw the promise because of Abraham’s impatience and frustration?

No, God made a covenant with him. 

In that day, a covenant was traditionally made by two people passing through a bunch of 
cut-up pieces of animals that were scattered on the ground. The agreement was solidified 
with the understanding that if one party broke the covenant, then what happened to the 
animals would happen to them, as well. Both parties were on the hook, and both were 
subject to the penalty if they broke their promise.

When God makes His covenant with Abraham, however, we see something unique:

“When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch appeared and passed between the divided animals. On that day 
the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘I give this land to your 
o!spring, from the brook of Egypt to the Euphrates River: the land of the 
Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaim, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Girgashites, and Jebusites’” (Genesis 15:17-21). 

Who passed between the animal pieces? God alone. 

Abraham wondered, God, how can I know with 100 percent certainty that You’re going to fulfill 
these things You’ve promised? And God answered by assuming the full risk of the covenant. 
He came down from heaven and walked alone through the slaughtered animals as a sign 
of His faithfulness to Abraham. In other words, if God didn’t fulfill His promises, then let His 
holy, perfect body be chopped into pieces. God was letting Abraham know that nothing 
would stand in the way of His faithfulness.

What about us, though? It was great for Abraham that God came down and gave him such 
a reminder—but what about those of us in the gap right now? We’re tired. We feel like we’re 
hanging on by a very thin thread. We know in our minds that God will keep His promises, 
but every day that passes in the gap seems to loosen our grip on that trust. 

Can’t God give us something like the sign He gave to Abraham? We don’t see any flaming 
pots or cut-up animals around here. So how can we know, like Abraham knew, that God will 
keep His promises?

Here’s the answer:

“And He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘This 
is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.’ In the 
same way He also took the cup after supper and said, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant established by My blood; it is shed for you’” (Luke 22:19-20). 

“For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in 
part; but then shall I know even as also 
I am known” (1 Corinthians 13:12, KJV).
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God answered our question 2,000 years ago not with the blood of bulls and goats, but with 
the broken body and spilled blood of His only Son. 

Long ago God made a promise to Abraham—a promise that carried a price all the way to 
death. Jesus came to pay that price not only that we might be redeemed from our sins, but 
that we would know, without a doubt in our minds, that no power in all the universe can 
keep us from receiving the promised blessings of God. 

When you feel yourself in the gap of unfulfilled promises—when you start getting weary—
look to the cross. Let your heart be overwhelmed by what God has done to fulfill His 
promise to Abraham and to us. Jesus went to the cross so that you never have to wonder if 
He loves you.

What steps can you take to follow this advice?  

MOVING FORWARD
True faith can only come from God, and there are certain qualities that distinguish it 
as genuine:

Finding your security in God alone
Committing to bless the nations
Trusting God in spite of open-ended instructions

Maybe you’ve read all this and you feel overwhelmed. You’re thinking: That’s just too hard!

If so, you’re actually in pretty good shape. Because genuine faith is supposed to be too 
hard for us. Remember that God made many promises to Abraham—He promised land, a 
nation, a great name. But all of those promises were hinged on one, specific pledge: that 
Abraham would have a son. 

Abraham’s only hope was in the son God had promised. And that’s our only hope, as well.

“For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through 
him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory” (2 Corinthians 1:20, ESV). 

If you’re feeling like you’ll never be able to believe and trust God like you’re supposed to, 
you’re forgetting something very important: Someone has already believed and trusted 
perfectly for you. 

Jesus, the true Son of promise, answered the call of God. He went out from heaven; He left 
the ultimate Father’s house and came to be born into the poverty of fallen creation. He left 
His perfect heavenly country for the busted country of humanity. Sin was something that He 
never knew, and yet He became a sin o!ering so that we might become the righteousness 
of God in Him (see Romans 8:3, below). 

Jesus became fatherless as He cried out, “My God! My God! Why have You forsaken Me!” 
(Mark 15:34). He lost His Father so that we could gain the Father. He lost His country so that 
we might gain a new citizenship in heaven. He became a curse so that we could become a 
royal priesthood. He lost everything that we might gain God. 

That’s why we can have hope. 

That’s what faith is all about.

APPLY TO LIFE

Make it a point to concentrate on the concept of faith this week. To start, use the space on 
pages 30-31 to write down, in your own words, a definition for faith. Also write down the 
origin of your faith in God (or lack thereof)—when and where did it start? 

Throughout the week, make a mental note every time you are in a situation that requires 
faith of any kind—faith in God, faith in a coworker, faith in a mechanic, and so on. (If you can, 
carry a notebook with you and make actual notes rather than keeping everything in your 
head.) At the end of the week, review your notes and answer these questions: 

1. What was surprising about your experiences?
2. What was confusing or troubling?
3.  What conclusions can you make about the strength and trajectory of your ability 

to have faith in general? 
4.  What conclusions can you make about the strength and trajectory of your faith 

in God?

Spark a conversation with a friend or spouse this week by asking, “Do you think I’m a 
person of faith? Why or why not?” 

“What the law could not do since it was limited by 
the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the flesh 
by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under 
sin’s domain, and as a sin o!ering” (Romans 8:3).


