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“I Will”!  
A Service of Resolution

“There are some men who, regardless 
of the mistakes we’ve made in the past, 

regardless of what our fathers did not do for us, 
will give the strength of our arms and the rest 
of our days to loving God with all that we are 
and to teach our children to do the same—
and whenever possible, to love and mentor 
others who have no father in their lives but 
who desperately need help and direction. 

“And we are inviting any man whose heart is 
willing and courageous to join us in this resolution.”

—Final Speech from Courageous, The Resolution for Men (B&H Publishing Group), 248.

Inspiring Men to Be Courageous 
To involve the most people in such an important event, a resolution event is suggested as part of 

a church’s worship service on Sunday morning or evening. It should be a time of commitment, 

accountability, and affirmation of the families involved, as well as for the church/community. It 

should be upbeat, encouraging, worshipful, and focused on hope for the future that is based in 

God’s providence. 

Ideally, the pastor will lead this service and be involved in event plans. Consider also involving 

in planning men or families who participated in Bible studies or Courageous campaign activities.

A major outcome of a resolution event is to challenge men to remain doubly accountable to 

God and their families through men’s accountability groups or other opportunities provided by 

their church. As is the case in the movie, men may make similar commitments in context of their 

small group, asking these trusted friends to continue to provide support and accountability. 
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The Service

Congregational Praise 
  and Worship      Worship Leader
Suggested Opening Song options:

“Today (As for Me and My House)” (Brian Doerksen)

“The Family Prayer Song” (Morris Chapman, No. 655, Baptist Hymnal)
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (No. 82, Baptist Hymnal)

Prayer/Welcome Guests

Honor Begins at Home Testimonies/Updates
Update church/community about Courageous. 

Options: 

• Show “Heart of Courageous” clip

• Describe campaign efforts

•  Recognize men/parents who participated in 

Honor Begins at Home or Courageous Living 
Bible Study.

•  Use a testimony from either a Bible study 

participant, mentor/mentee, or family 

impacted by study. (You may want to 

videotape testimonies in advance.) 

Prayer for Courage
Pray that hearts will be prepared to worship God and to respond as He leads. 

Special Music      Choir   
“Courageous” (originally recorded by Casting Crowns for the Courageous soundtrack)

Anthem arranged by Mark Willard - 005384179
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Hearing from Community Leaders  Pastor
Express appreciation to law enforcement or other community leaders. Invite one such leader 

to briefly address family issues he frequently encounters and to reinforce the importance of the 

steps men/families are taking today.

Praise Medley      Worship Leader
Suggested Worship Set options:

“Holy Is The Lord” (Chris Tomlin)

“Holding Nothing Back” (Tim Hughes)

“Greatly to Be Praised” (Steve Fee)

 

“Come, People of the Risen King” (Getty, Getty, Townend)

“Revive Us Again” (Contemporary Hymn version at LifeWayWorship.com)

“I Lift My Hands” (Giglio, Maher, Tomlin)

 

“God of Our Fathers” (No. 642, Baptist Hymnal)
“God, Give Us Christian Homes” (No. 653, Baptist Hymnal)
“Be Strong in the Lord” (No. 504, Baptist Hymnal)

Sermon        Pastor
Courage for the Future: Calling Out the Next Generation

“I Will” Ceremony

(1) Pastor sets stage for what is about to happen.

(2)  Show Resolution clip from the Honor Begins at Home teaching clips DVD. 

(3)  Pastor invites men/families who have completed the study/family groups to join him 

  at front of worship center. 

(4)  Pastor leads a reading that calls men to express their commitments to their families,   

  church, and each other. Conclude by calling on congregation to affirm and support men   

  as they live courageously.

(5)   Presentation of certificates (already signed if time is an issue) during Reprise  

   of “The Creed.” 
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Courage Begins 
  with a Relationship     Pastor
Commitment/Invitation
Highlight how the commitments just witnessed and expressed grow first out of a personal 

relationship with Christ. Provide opportunity for those who would like to know more about Jesus 

as Savior to respond.

Other potential responses include recommitment (“You’ve seen what’s taken place today. Maybe 

you’ve drifted away from your faith, etc. …); family commitments, and so forth.

A Prayer for Families
Also announce other special plans (churchwide lunch/picnic, reception, men’s ministry groups).
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“I Will” Commitments

PASTOR: (Personalize however needed; then say:)
God’s Word shows us that God desires for every father to courageously step up and do whatever 

it takes to be involved in the lives of his children. More than just being there for them or providing 

for them, he is to walk with them through their young lives and be a visual representation of the 

character of God, their Father in heaven. 

Who will accept the responsibility of providing for and protecting my family? Who will ask God 

to break the chain of destructive patterns in my family? Who will pray for, and bless my children to 

boldly pursue whatever God calls them to do? 

In my home, the decision has already been made. You don’t have to ask who will guide my 

family because, by God’s grace, I will. You don’t have to ask who will teach my son to follow Christ 

because I will.

The men who stand before you today have accepted the same responsibility and have 

embraced the same privilege for their families.

(Name each man who is making this commitment to his family.)
Are you ready to make this commitment before God and your family? (Responses as a group) 
Then repeat after me:

LEADER/GROUP:

I DO solemnly resolve before God to take full responsibility for myself, my wife,
  and my children. /

I WILL love them, protect them, serve them, and teach them the Word of God 
  as the spiritual leader of my home.

I WILL be faithful to my wife, to love and honor her, and be willing to lay down 
  my life for her as Jesus Christ did for me. / 

I WILL bless my children and teach them to love God with all of their hearts, 
  all of their minds, and all of their strength. / I WILL train them to honor authority
  and live responsibly.
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I WILL confront evil, pursue justice, and love mercy. /
I WILL pray for others and treat them with kindness, respect, and compassion. /
I WILL work diligently to provide for the needs of my family.

I WILL forgive those who have wronged me and reconcile with those 
  I have wronged. /
I WILL learn from my mistakes, repent of my sins, and walk with integrity as a man
  answerable to God. /

I WILL seek to honor God, be faithful to His church, obey His Word, and do His will. 

I WILL courageously work with the strength God provides to fulfill this resolution 
  for the rest of my life and for His glory.

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

PASTOR: 
So where are you, men of courage? Where are you, fathers who fear the Lord? 
It’s time to rise up and answer the call God has given you and say, 
I will! I will! I will!


