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• How do I create a relevant and fun kids ministry? 
• How do I teach in a non-traditional space? 
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Why Kids Ministry 101?

So you are doing kids ministry in your church and sometimes 
wonder if you’re doing the right things—the things that will really 
impact children and their families. That’s what this book is all about. 
We want to help you get back to the basics of kids ministry and 
provide you with practical answers to the everyday questions many 
people ask as they develop this important, foundational ministry in 
their church. 

This compilation represents some of the best thinkers in kids 
ministry today. These writers are not only experts but also are people 
who love children and have lots of personal experience in doing 
effective kids ministry in the local church. Like you, they teach kids, 
connect with families, and serve with other kids ministry workers. 
It is our prayer that their answers will be used by God to help equip 
you to transform the lives of children in your church, community, 
and possibly around the world.

LifeWay Kids Ministry Team

LifeWay Kids Promise

At LifeWay, we work hard to know kids. We take time to understand how 
they play and how they learn. And we know you need resources you can 
trust to connect kids to God’s Word—leading them toward knowing Christ 
and growing in relationship with Him. That’s why LifeWay Kids promises to 
offer foundational resources that are biblically sound, age-appropriate, fun, 
and easy to use. These foundational resources help kids hear God’s Word, 
know God’s Word, and do God’s Word by learning to apply it to their lives.



There’s more to ministry than kids ?

A fter Sunday School, Caryn took the helper chart 
I gave her to “big church” and covered it with 

stickers. Later, Caryn’s mother reported that Caryn 
spent the week helping at home. When we catch a 
glimpse of a child’s day and observe her doing God’s 
Word, I wonder if we experience but a fraction of the 
pleasure God feels when we obey Him.

Landry R. Holmes

I know what I’m doing. I have 
it all planned out—plans 
to take care of you, not 
abandon you, plans 
to give you the future 
you hope for. 

Jeremiah 29:11
(The Message)

Strategy?
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Some people were bringing little children to Him so He might touch them, but His 
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let 
the little children come to Me. Don’t stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these. I assure you: Whoever does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.” After taking them in His arms, He laid His hands on them and 
blessed them. Mark 10:13-16

What is the church’s role in ministry to kids? Why should churches have a 
kids ministry? Why do we invest time and money in our kids? Is ministry 
to boys and girls based on the child-care needs of their parents? Or is the 
greater question, “Have I been called to something far greater than baby-
sitting?” These questions always cause me to reconsider God’s calling on 
my life.

What do you see when you look at the kids in your ministry?
I often ask God to help me see through His eyes. Do you ever look at the 
kids God has placed in your life and see doctors, teachers, homemakers, 
business executives, and firefighters? Do you see 2-year-olds playing with 
blocks and balls, or do you see pastors, deacons, Sunday School teachers, 
and worship leaders? I am convinced the future of the church is sitting in 
our preschool and children’s classrooms today. Therefore, ministry to kids 
is actually preparation for the present and the future of the church and is 
certainly important.

There is no place in Scripture that specifically instructs the church as it 
relates to children. There is, however, a biblical mandate to parents to 
teach their children in the way they should go, to teach the precepts of 
God, to guide them to use the Bible, and to do it all with a healthy fear.

If there is no scriptural instruction about kids ministry, does that 
mean the church is off the hook with no responsibility? 
Definitely not! Children are a blessing from God, but with every blessing 
comes responsibility. It is our responsibility as part of the family of God to 
partner with parents in the great adventure of training up their kids. 

Chapter 1

What Is the Church’s 
Role in Kids Ministry?
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It is our responsibility to work together as a community of believers to 
provide opportunities for children to grow in their relationships with God 
and with the church. Kids’ attitudes regarding the church, their decisions 
to be active participants and contributors in church, and yes, even their 
view of and attitudes about God are formed in the preschool and children’s 
classrooms. The ministry you provide to both kids and their parents plays 
a crucial role in creating positive experiences and memories that lay 
foundations for each child’s future as a Christian and a church member.
We also have the privilege of partnering with parents in their children’s 
spiritual development. We can help nurture kids as they begin to 
understand God’s plan of salvation, His personal call for them to accept His 
provision through the work of Jesus Christ, and the fact that God indeed 
has a special plan for each of them. We can teach the kids about their God- 
given gifts and talents and how those gifts fit into His church. Together, the 
body works to lay foundations of faith that are built upon in the context of 
a caring and nurturing environment.

By offering opportunities for parents to work together with the church, 
we multiply our efforts to ensure that each child is prepared adequately to 
take on the responsibility of leading now and in the future. 

The church has the privilege of investing in its own future. Through 
discipleship opportunities such as small group Bible studies, corporate and 
congregational worship, Vacation Bible School, weekday programs, camps, 
and retreats, the church is preparing for its future. Ask yourself: “What 
kind of future do I want for my church?” Then ask: “Is God pleased with the 
future our church is preparing?”

How does the church tackle this important task?
We are successful when we provide age-suitable, Bible-based 
opportunities that fit the God-given mission of the particular church God 
has placed us in. We can measure our success as we see boys and girls 
grow up to become strong, committed, and growing followers of Christ. 

Bill Emeott 


