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 1  Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; 

and David sought the presence of the Lord. And the Lord said, “It is for 

Saul and his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death.”

 2  So the king called the Gibeonites and spoke to them (now the Gibeonites 

were not of the sons of Israel but of the remnant of the Amorites, and 

the sons of Israel made a covenant with them, but Saul had sought to kill 

them in his zeal for the sons of Israel and Judah).

 3  Thus David said to the Gibeonites, “What should I do for you? And how 

can I make atonement that you may bless the inheritance of the Lord?”

 4  Then the Gibeonites said to him, “We have no concern of silver or gold with 

Saul or his house, nor is it for us to put any man to death in Israel.” And he 

said, “I will do for you whatever you say.”

 5  So they said to the king, “The man who consumed us and who planned to 

exterminate us from remaining within any border of Israel,

 6  let seven men from his sons be given to us, and we will hang them before 

the Lord in Gibeah of Saul, the chosen of the Lord.” And the king said,  

“I will give them.”

 7  But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, 

because of the oath of the Lord which was between them, between David 

and Saul’s son Jonathan.

 8  So the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Armoni and 

Mephibosheth whom she had borne to Saul, and the five sons of Merab 

the daughter of Saul, whom she had borne to Adriel the son of Barzillai 

the Meholathite.

Week 3, Day 4

2 Samuel 21
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Week 3, Day 4 • 2 Samuel 21

 9  Then he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged 

them in the mountain before the Lord, so that the seven of them fell 

together; and they were put to death in the first days of harvest at the 

beginning of barley harvest.

 10  And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and spread it for herself on 

the rock, from the beginning of harvest until it rained on them from the 

sky; and she allowed neither the birds of the sky to rest on them by day 

nor the beasts of the field by night.

 11  When it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of 

Saul, had done,

 12  then David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his 

son from the men of Jabesh-gilead, who had stolen them from the open 

square of Beth-shan, where the Philistines had hanged them on the day 

the Philistines struck down Saul in Gilboa.

 13  He brought up the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from 

there, and they gathered the bones of those who had been hanged.

 14  They buried the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the country of 

Benjamin in Zela, in the grave of Kish his father; thus they did all that the 

king commanded, and after that God was moved by prayer for the land.

 15  Now when the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David went down 

and his servants with him; and as they fought against the Philistines, 

David became weary.

 16  Then Ishbi-benob, who was among the descendants of the giant, the weight 

of whose spear was three hundred shekels of bronze in weight, was girded 

with a new sword, and he intended to kill David.
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Week 3, Day 4 • 2 Samuel 21

 17  But Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped him, and struck the Philistine and 

killed him Then the men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall not 

go out again with us to battle, so that you do not extinguish the lamp of 

Israel.”

 18  Now it came about after this that there was war again with the Philistines at 

Gob; then Sibbecai the Hushathite struck down Saph, who was among the 

descendants of the giant.

 19  There was war with the Philistines again at Gob, and Elhanan the son of 

Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite killed Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of 

whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

 20  There was war at Gath again, where there was a man of great stature who 

had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in 

number; and he also had been born to the giant.

 21  When he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, David’s brother, struck 

him down.

 22  These four were born to the giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David 

and by the hand of his servants.
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Week 3, Day 4

Joshua 9:3-21

 3  When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho 

and to Ai,

 4  they also acted craftily and set out as envoys, and took worn-out sacks on 

their donkeys, and wineskins worn-out and torn and mended,

 5  and worn-out and patched sandals on their feet, and worn-out clothes on 

themselves; and all the bread of their provision was dry and had become 

crumbled.

 6  They went to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal and said to him and to the 

men of Israel, “We have come from a far country; now therefore, make a 

covenant with us.”

 7  The men of Israel said to the Hivites, “Perhaps you are living within our land; 

how then shall we make a covenant with you?”

 8  But they said to Joshua, “We are your servants.” Then Joshua said to them, 

“Who are you and where do you come from?”

 9  They said to him, “Your servants have come from a very far country 

because of the fame of the Lord your God; for we have heard the report 

of Him and all that He did in Egypt,

 10  and all that He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the 

Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon and to Og king of Bashan who was at 

Ashtaroth.

 11  “So our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spoke to us, saying, 

‘Take provisions in your hand for the journey, and go to meet them and 

say to them, “We are your servants; now then, make a covenant with us.’ ”
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Week 3, Day 4 • Joshua 9:3-21

 12  “This our bread was warm when we took it for our provisions out of our 

houses on the day that we left to come to you; but now behold, it is dry 

and has become crumbled.

 13  “These wineskins which we filled were new, and behold, they are torn; and 

these our clothes and our sandals are worn out because of the very long 

journey. ”

 14  So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, and did not ask for the 

counsel of the Lord.

 15  Joshua made peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them 

live; and the leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them.

 16  It came about at the end of three days after they had made a covenant with 

them, that they heard that they were neighbors and that they were living 

within their land.

 17  Then the sons of Israel set out and came to their cities on the third day. Now 

their cities were Gibeon and Chephirah and Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim.

 18  The sons of Israel did not strike them because the leaders of the 

congregation had sworn to them by the Lord the God of Israel. And the 

whole congregation grumbled against the leaders.

 19  But all the leaders said to the whole congregation, “We have sworn to them 

by the Lord, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch them.

 20  “This we will do to them, even let them live, so that wrath will not be upon 

us for the oath which we swore to them.”

 21  The leaders said to them, “Let them live.” So they became hewers of wood 

and drawers of water for the whole congregation, just as the leaders had 

spoken to them.
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Week 3, Day 5

Matthew 26:17-32

 17  Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and 

asked, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?”

 18  And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher 

says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My 

disciples.” ”

 19  The disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover.

 20  Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve 

disciples.

 21  As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray 

Me.”

 22  Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, 

Lord?”

 23  And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one 

who will betray Me.

 24  “The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man 

if he had not been born.”

 25  And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus 

said to him, “You have said it yourself.”

 26  While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”

 27  And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you;

 28  for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 

forgiveness of sins.
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 29  “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until 

that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

 30  After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

 31  Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, 

for it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of 

the flock shall be scattered.’

 32  “But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”

Week 3, Day 5 • Matthew 26:17-32
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Week 4, Day 3

Jeremiah 34:8-22

 8  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord after King Zedekiah had 

made a covenant with all the people who were in Jerusalem to proclaim 

release to them:

 9  that each man should set free his male servant and each man his female 

servant, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman; so that no one should keep 

them, a Jew his brother, in bondage.

 10  And all the officials and all the people obeyed who had entered into the 

covenant that each man should set free his male servant and each man his 

female servant, so that no one should keep them any longer in bondage; 

they obeyed, and set them free.

 11  But afterward they turned around and took back the male servants and 

the female servants whom they had set free, and brought them into 

subjection for male servants and for female servants.

 12  Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying,

 13  Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘I made a covenant with your forefathers 

in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 

bondage, saying,

 14  At the end of seven years each of you shall set free his Hebrew brother  

who has been sold to you and has served you six years, you shall send him 

out free from you; but your forefathers did not obey Me or incline their 

ear to Me.

 15  “Although recently you had turned and done what is right in My sight, each 

man proclaiming release to his neighbor, and you had made a covenant 

before Me in the house which is called by My name.
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 16  “Yet you turned and profaned My name, and each man took back his male 

servant and each man his female servant whom you had set free according 

to their desire, and you brought them into subjection to be your male 

servants and female servants.’ ”

 17  “Therefore thus says the Lord, ‘You have not obeyed Me in proclaiming 

release each man to his brother and each man to his neighbor. Behold, I 

am proclaiming a release to you,’ declares the Lord, ‘to the sword, to 

the pestilence and to the famine; and I will make you a terror to all the 

kingdoms of the earth.

 18  ‘I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who have not 

fulfilled the words of the covenant which they made before Me, when they 

cut the calf in two and passed between its parts—

 19  the officials of Judah and the officials of Jerusalem, the court officers and 

the priests and all the people of the land who passed between the parts of 

the calf—

 20  I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those 

who seek their life. And their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the 

sky and the beasts of the earth.

 21  “Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give into the hand of their 

enemies and into the hand of those who seek their life, and into the hand 

of the army of the king of Babylon which has gone away from you.

 22  ‘Behold, I am going to command,’ declares the Lord, ‘and I will bring them 

back to this city; and they will fight against it and take it and burn it with 

fire; and I will make the cities of Judah a desolation without inhabitant.’ ”

Week 4, Day 3 • Jeremiah 34:8-22
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Mark 15:33-39

 33  When the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the 

ninth hour.

 34  At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, Lama 

Sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, Why have 

You forsaken Me?” 

 35  When some of the bystanders heard it, they began saying, “Behold, He is 

calling for Elijah.”

 36  Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed, and gave 

Him a drink, saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to take Him 

down.”

 37  And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed His last.

 38  And the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

 39  When the centurion, who was standing right in front of Him, saw the way 

He breathed His last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
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Week 4, Day 5

Matthew 10:16-39

 16  “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as 

serpents and innocent as doves.

 17  “But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge 

you in their synagogues;

 18  and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a 

testimony to them and to the Gentiles.

 19  “But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to 

say; for it will be given you in that hour what you are to say.

 20  “For it is not you who speak, but it is the Spirit of your Father who speaks in 

you.

 21  “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will 

rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.

 22  “You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has 

endured to the end who will be saved.

 23  “But whenever they persecute you in one city, flee to the next; for truly I say 

to you, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel until the Son 

of Man comes.”

 24  “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master.

 25  “It is enough for the disciple that he become like his teacher, and the slave 

like his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how 

much more will they malign the members of his household!

 26  “Therefore do not fear them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 

revealed, or hidden that will not be known.

 27  “What I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear 

whispered in your ear, proclaim upon the housetops.
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 28  “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

 29  “Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to 

the ground apart from your Father.

 30  “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

 31  “So do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows.

 32   “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him 

before My Father who is in heaven.

 33  “But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father 

who is in heaven.

 34  “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to 

bring peace, but a sword.

 35  “For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against 

her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

 36  and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 

 37  “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and 

he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

 38  “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of 

Me.

 39  “He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My 

sake will find it.”

Week 4, Day 5 • Matthew 10:16-39
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Week 5, Day 1

Deuteronomy 22:13-22

 13  “If any man takes a wife and goes in to her and then turns against her,

 14  and charges her with shameful deeds and publicly defames her, and says, ‘I 

took this woman, but when I came near her, I did not find her a virgin,’

 15  then the girl’s father and her mother shall take and bring out the evidence of 

the girl’s virginity to the elders of the city at the gate.

 16  “The girl’s father shall say to the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this man for a 

wife, but he turned against her;

 17  and behold, he has charged her with shameful deeds, saying, “I did not find 

your daughter a virgin.” But this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity.’ 

And they shall spread the garment before the elders of the city.

 18  “So the elders of that city shall take the man and chastise him,

 19  and they shall fine him a hundred shekels of silver and give it to the girl’s 

father, because he publicly defamed a virgin of Israel. And she shall remain 

his wife; he cannot divorce her all his days.

 20  “But if this charge is true, that the girl was not found a virgin,

 21  then they shall bring out the girl to the doorway of her father’s house, and 

the men of her city shall stone her to death because she has committed an 

act of folly in Israel by playing the harlot in her father’s house; thus you 

shall purge the evil from among you.

 22  “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, 

the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge 

the evil from Israel.”
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Week 8

Acts 2:1-4,22-33,37-39

 1  When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.

 2  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, 

and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.

 3  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, 

and they rested on each one of them.

 4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other 

tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 22  “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to 

you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed 

through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—

 23  this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of 

God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to 

death.

 24  “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it 

was impossible for Him to be held in its power.

 25  “For David says of Him, ‘I saw the Lord always in my presence; for He 

is at my right hand, so that I will not be shaken.  

 26  “Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; moreoever 

my flesh also will live in hope; 

 27  because You will not abandon my soul to Hades; nor allow Your 

Holy One to undergo decay. 

 28  ‘You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me 

full of gladness with Your presence.’ 
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 29  “Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that 

he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.

 30  “And so, because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to 

him with an oath to seat one of his descendants on his throne.

 31  he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was 

neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh suffer decay. 

 32  “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.

 33  “Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having 

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured 

forth this which you both see and hear.”

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 37  Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to 

Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”

 38  Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit.

 39  “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as 

many as the Lord our God will call to Himself.”

Week 8 • Acts 2:1-4,22-33,37-39


