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WAIT! 
don’t turn the page yet. 
I’ve gotta talk to you first.

i’m so glad you’re joining me. i love Bible study. Anyone who 

knows me can attest to that. since you have this book in your 

hand, i’m assuming you love it too. Yet i’ve often wondered 

if, in our desire to dig deeply into the treasure of God’s Word, 

we may be missing one of the most critical and stunning 

realities of our relationship with the Bible: God speaks not 

only to shape our theology but to mold our current reality. 

You see, i’ll admit that i’m hooked on theology. The mere 

sight of a bookshelf filled with Bible commentaries makes 

my breath catch. Yet amidst the commentaries, Bible 

research software, and scholarly data that i would always 

encourage you to benefit from, God’s own spirit began to 

whisper sweetly to me, asking me to come to Him with 
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nothing open except His Word and my heart, ready to hear 

His voice and to experience the living, active power of the 

scriptures. Armed with this new objective, God prompted 

me to make certain my devotional time was as rich as my 

Bible study time.

To be clear: i’m not suggesting that we disregard the 

amazing resources we’ve been offered to help us rightly 

divide the Word of truth. i’m only suggesting that we not 

neglect the powerful experience of meditating on God’s 

Word in the process. if you have felt the same stirring, we 

have designed this resource to assist. 

Prepare yourself, my friend. This resource will most likely be 

different from the last study you had in your hands. You won’t 

find mounds of documented insights or words researched 

in their original form for meaning. nor have i provided the 

amount of application questions you’d normally expect 

from something i’d write. While i’ve occasionally included 

some help and worked hard to be certain we use passages in 

context, i purposely designed this study to lead you back to 

personal meditation, prayerful observation, and listening to 

God’s spirit as He seeks to illumine scripture. 

if you feel a bit of hesitation (that maybe you should grab 

your receipt and head back to the bookstore rather than 

grab a pen), i urge you to turn the first page and dive in. 

Any reluctance you feel is understandable. in our highly 

blessed culture where we have Bible study resources at our 

immediate disposal, we’ve become a bit handicapped and ... 

can i say it ... lazy. We like the work being done by someone 
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more “capable,” more “spiritual,” more ... ahhh, you fill in 

the blank. But you, my friend, are filled with God’s spirit. He 

is ready to be your personal tour guide through the Word. 

so don’t quit before you’ve even started. i think you will be 

surprised with the outcome.

How this resource works
At the beginning of each week you’ll read an article and 

watch a video session, if you’ve decided to get the video. You 

can use this workbook without the video. Both the article 

and video will present a theme for you to consider before 

the Lord for the remainder of that week. Then each week 

i’ve given you scripture to consider that complements the 

theme. You will notice that we’ve given you 10 passages per 

subject. Choose one daily, and give it your attention. if you do 

one per day, you could start the study all over again and have 

more verses to study on the same themes. 

i’m asking you to use the following principles in your devo-

tional time. i call them the “Five P’s of Hearing God Through 

the Bible.” They have revolutionized my quiet time, and i’m 

excited to share them with you. When you’ve chosen the 

passage you want to concentrate on, apply these principles.

The Five P’s
 

1. Position Yourself to Hear from God 

engage in solitude and silence, and approach the text with 

anticipation, expecting God to speak to you. 



8

2. Pore Over the Passage and Paraphrase the Major Points

Don’t just skim the passage. Take your time and meditate 

on it (Josh. 1:8). Read the passage a few times, emphasizing 

different words in the verse each time. if a certain word or 

phrase speaks to you, don’t ignore it. stop and consider why 

it is meaningful. This is how the spirit speaks. He connects 

scripture to the details of our lives.

 

if the passage allows, put yourself in the scripture and see 

yourself in the story. if one verse seems to resonate with you, 

don’t worry about finishing the rest—just stay in the passage, 

and let the spirit speak to you. As you meditate on scripture, 

consider the context. What takes place both before and after 

the passage? 

After you’ve meditated on the verse(s), use the space we’ve 

given you to paraphrase each verse. in just one or two simple 

sentences, summarize what is happening. These questions 

might help you to get the most out of each verse selection as 

you pore over the passage:

 

	 •	Who	are	the	major	participants?

	 •	What	are	they	doing?	saying?

	 •	Where	are	they	going?

3. Pull Out the Spiritual Principles

Close your Bible and look at your paraphrases. For each one 

spiritualize the major point. What is God teaching? What is 

He revealing about Himself? is there a command to be fol-

lowed? is there a promise to be regarded? Write them down.
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4. Pose the Question

Turn each spiritual principle that you listed above into a 

personally directed question. Ask yourself questions that will 

help you come to these conclusions: 

 

	 •		Am	I	living	in	a	way	that	coincides	with	the	message	

of this verse? 

	 •	Is	anything	in	my	life	contradicting	this	passage?

	 •	What	do	I	need	to	do	to	bring	my	life	in	line	with	this		

    verse? 

As you sit in God’s presence with these questions, record 

what you begin to hear the spirit encouraging you, convicting 

you, challenging you, or inspiring you to do. 

5. Plan Obedience and Pin Down a Date

Determine the steps you can take to immediately begin 

responding to what God has said to you, and put them into 

practice immediately. if obedience requires you to do some-

thing specific, record a date and time you will follow through. 

Let someone else know about your plan so you can be held 

accountable. 

A Personal Example
Here’s an illustration from my personal journal from 

several years ago on how these principles assisted me to 

have a meaningful conversation with God. i was reading 

John 1:36-37. “[John the Baptist] looked at Jesus as He 

walked, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’ The two 

disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus” (nAsB).



10

After positioning myself to hear from God—the first P—and 

having nothing but my Bible, journal, and hot cup of tea 

nearby, i continued with the remaining 4 P’s.

 Pore and Paraphrase

	 •		Verse	36:	John’s	eyes	were	on	Jesus.	John’s	ministry	

was focused on pointing out the Lamb of God.

	 •		Verse	37:	John’s	message	resulted	in	an	increased	

desire in the listeners to follow hard after Jesus.

 Pull

	 •		Verse	36:	True	ministry	means	the	minister’s	eyes	

are focused on Jesus. True ministry should call all 

attention only to the Lamb of God.

	 •		Verse	37:	True	ministry	should	encourage	those	who	

hear to desire an intimate personal experience with 

Jesus more than a relationship with the minister.

 Pose

	 •		Verse	36:	Are	my	eyes	focused	on	Jesus	or	some-

one/something else? if so, what? Do i seek to call 

attention only to the Lamb of God, or do i seek any 

for myself?

	 •		Verse	37:	When	people	hear	my	message,	do	they	

want more of me or are they encouraged to seek hard 

after Him? 
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 Purpose and Pin

	 •		When	I	teach	Bible	study	and	in	ministry	from	this	

day forward, i must develop messages that focus the 

listener only on seeing Jesus. 

	 •		How	can	I	tweak	my	message	to	reflect	this	goal?	

	 •		My	intention	should	not	be	to	call	attention	to	myself	

in any way. 

	 •		I	want	to	begin	to	see	people’s	interest	stirred	to	

experience more of God and less of me after hearing 

me speak.

on this day i was stunned as the searchlight of God’s 

personal Word to me profoundly penetrated my heart. With 

His conviction through these two simple verses, the spirit 

began redirecting the course of my entire ministry. i am a 

testament to the fact that God speaks through His Word 

and what He will say can indeed change the course of your 

very life.

i have no doubt that if you will utilize the “5 P’s” you will 

marvel at the clarity with which you will begin to hear God. 

He’s ready to speak if we’ll just tune in to listen! i don’t want 

to miss one word He has to say, and i’m certain that neither 

do you.

Are you ready? 

Let’s go.

Priscilla
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THe seCReT seeR

DVD	SESSION:	FORGOTTEN
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Only 8 a.m. and I already felt exhausted. I rolled over on my 
soft pillow and squinted—my eyes trying to focus on the 
bright sun-split sky that peeked through the slivers in the 
shades. Was it morning already?

I groaned and covered my face with a blanket. I felt spent. 
Energy totally depleted. Felt like I’d gotten in bed only 
moments ago.

Hmmm. I had.

The evening before we’d tucked our boys into their beds at 
their normal bedtimes. Everyone had fallen asleep soundly. 
I jumped into bed shortly after in hopes of a full night of rest. 
But that wouldn’t be. Jude, who was one year old at the time, 
awoke shortly after midnight. He belted out a scream that 
could have waked the neighborhood. I raced in to check on 
him but quickly found that there was nothing wrong. He was 
just … up. 

“Your Father who sees what is done 
in secret will reward you.”
—Matthew	6:4,	NASB



14

Surely a few moments of rocking would put him at ease and 
back to sleep.

I rocked. I sang. I swayed. I patted. I purred. I rubbed. I paced.

Those moments turned to half-hours. Half hours turned into 
full ones, four to be exact. These were hours I didn’t care to 
visit. You know them, the wee ones—dark, quiet, still, lonely. 
I paced the floor, trying to keep the others from waking. Those 
were isolating, lonesome moments. No one patted me on the 
back for encouragement. No one cheered me on to the finish. 
No one observed and applauded my faithful mothering. 

Just me and him in the unseen, unnoticed midnight hours. We 
finally tumbled into bed together at 4 a.m.—baby tucked in the 
crook of my elbow. 

Eventually, he dozed … eventually.

Unnoticed giving. Giving in secret. Expending extra time, 
extra energy, extra resources, extra emotional concern—
essentially everything with little notice from others. It can all 
seem so unappreciated sometimes, can’t it? So unnoticed. 
So undervalued.

Yes, I know. It might have seemed so that forlorn night if God’s 
Spirit hadn’t had something to say about it.
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“Priscilla, I’m the Secret Seer,” He whispered just as I began to 
doze off. “The unnoticed gifts you give are in My full view, and 
I take pleasure in dispensing reward.”

What’s the secret gift you’ve been giving away?
 Maybe you’ve not paced the floor in the wee hours with a 
wee one lately, but you’ve been giving, haven’t you? That final 
detail you made certain was finished, the financial gift you slid 
under the door, the prayer you lifted up for another, the want 
you sacrificed to meet someone else’s need. You’ve been the 
unnamed, secret soldier who’s marched in and left footprints 
of love on the landscape of someone’s life.  

Have you wondered if it’s worth it when you walk away and 
no one says “Thank you”? Have you questioned the energy 
it required when you come back home feeling a bit spent? 
Have you wanted to take it back when those invested hours 
seemed to yield little dividends?

I have good news for you, weary secret giver: There is a Secret 
Seer. Oh yes, Someone sees, and He is not a mere human 
whose accolades would dissipate as easily as the curling 
smoke that appears at the meeting of warm breath with cold 
air. This One gives grand, vast, and eternal gifts. 

Take courage, secret soldier. He saw the good deed, the 
extended hand, the opened heart, the generous act that you 
thought had gone unnoted and unobserved. 
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That which you’ve depleted He will return—pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over.

In fact, it seems that knowing gifts like these are offered to 
secret givers should not only cause us to rest easy in what 
we’ve already done but to look for opportunities to do it 
again and again. Knowing the Secret Seer prompts us to give 
undercover. To share unnamed. To offer without notice.

Secret servants seem to have a special place in the heart of 
the Servant Savior.

If you feel unnoticed, unappreciated, and overlooked, just 
lift up your eyes, and your gaze will fall on the eyes of the 
Holy One. He is watching every opportunity you’ve grasped, 
every gift you’ve offered, every undisclosed detail you’ve set 
straight. He has taken note and promises a reward—one that 
surpasses mere human attention and applause—the only 
reward worth receiving anyway.
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As you begin to ponder this theme in light of Scripture, notice 
opposite each passage the reminder to use the 5 P’s. We’ve 
given you lots of space to record the way the Lord leads  
you to:
	 •	position	yourself	to	hear	from	God
	 •	pore	over	and	paraphrase	the	major	points	
	 •	pull	out	the	spiritual	principles
	 •	pose	the	questions	to	consider
	 •	plan	obedience	and	pin	down	a	date

Until the method becomes second nature, continue to review 
the instructions on pages 7-11. Also, remember that I’ve 
provided more Scripture than I expect you to concentrate on 
this week. Just commit to choose one passage per day and 
spend adequate time in conversation with God about it. I’m 
praying for God’s blessings for you as you develop the skill of 
approaching God’s Word specifically to hear His voice.
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Matthew 6:1-4 (NLt)

 “Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be 

admired by others, for you will lose the reward from 

your Father in heaven. When you give to someone in 

need, don’t do as the hypocrites do—blowing trumpets 

in the synagogues and streets to call attention to their 

acts of charity! i tell you the truth, they have received 

all the reward they will ever get. But when you give to 

someone in need, don’t let your left hand know what 

your right hand is doing. Give your gifts in private, and 

your Father, who sees everything, will reward you.”
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“Blowing trumpets in the 
synagogues” carries the 
idea of our modern phrase 
“to blow your own horn.” It 
means to draw attention 
to oneself.
 
How easy to fall prey to 
the “martyr syndrome”—
doing things for others but 
only after being certain 
they know how much 
work or expense was 
required for you to do it. 

Do you ever see this 
dynamic evident in your 
life? What are some 
practical ways you can 
remind yourself to steer 
clear of this behavior?

Compare and contrast the 
message of this passage 
with Matthew 5:16.
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JohN 7:3-5,8-9 (NaSB)

At the time when the Jews gathered for the Festival of Tabernacles

“Therefore His brothers said to Him, ‘Leave here and 

go into Judea, so that Your disciples also may see Your 

works which You are doing. For no one does anything 

in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. 

if You do these things, show Yourself to the world.’ 

For not even His brothers were believing in Him. ... 

‘Go up to the feast yourselves; i do not go up to this 

feast	because	My	time	has	not	yet	fully	come.’	Having	

said these things to them, He stayed in Galilee.”
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The feast of Tabernacles 
was “one of the three 
feasts that all male Jews 
were required to attend 
annually (Deut. 16:16).”1 


