
Leading a Child to Christ
Teaching Plan

Resources to Gather:  one copy of ABCs of Becoming a Christian tract and Leading a 
Child to Christ booklet per conferee, DVD player, TV, Leading a Child to Christ  DVD-
ROM, Bible with marked references from the tract, CD Player, recording of the hymn 
“It Is Well with My Soul,” tear sheets, markers, paper, pens/pencils. If you cannot find a 
recording of the hymn, locate a copy of the words and be prepared to read the hymn 
to the group. If you plan on using the PowerPoint™ you will need a data projector 
and laptop.  This conference plan is written so that it can be used with or without the 
PowerPoint™ presentation.

Tell the group that becoming a Christian is the most important decision that a 
person makes. As you thank the conferees for attending, affirm them for taking 
a very important step in improving their needed skills to share the gospel with 
children. 

Introduce the hymn, “It Is Well with My Soul.” Encourage the group to listen to the 
words and be ready to respond at the close of the song. Discuss with the group the 
message of the song. Remind them that their ministry to children is foundational. 
The parents’ and teachers’ goal is to create an atmosphere that may one day result 
in each child being drawn by the Lord into a personal relationship. Then each will be 
able to sing with confidence the song, “It Is Well with My Soul.” 

Refer them to the ABCs of Becoming a Christian tract and the Leading a Child to Christ 
booklet. At this point, briefly review Admit, Believe, and Confess. 

Introduce an additional approach using ABCs for learning truths related to children 
and salvation:  Acknowledge, Be sure, Commit. 

Explain that the first step in being prepared to share the gospel with a child is  
A—Acknowledge. Ask the group to recall truths/verses in the Bible about children. 
Tell them not to worry about being able to quote the book, chapter, and verse, just 
the summary of the truth taught in Scripture about children. In case the group does 
not respond, refer to Psalm 127:3; Proverbs 22:6; Matthew 19:14; Mark 10:16. 

Ask if anyone in the group can tell you a story from the Bible about a child becoming 
a Christian. The answer: there is not one!  State: “We do have the account of Timothy 
and the truth that he learned in the Scripture as a child that led to his salvation. We 
need to realize that God does care greatly about children but He does not have one 
plan for how an adult becomes a Christian and a totally different plan for a child. 
There is only ONE way. There are verses, though, that help us better understand 
God’s view of children and salvation. 

  2 Samuel 12:23—Review the story of David, Bathsheba and the child 
that was born as a result of their adulterous relationship. Draw the group’s 
attention to verse 23, which reminds us that infants are “safe” rather than 
saved. The challenge comes in that Scripture does not give us an age 
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at which this “safety” ceases. Rather than age, the Bible teaches about 
accountability.

  1 Samuel 3:7—Review the story of Hannah and Samuel. Talk about how Eli 
trained Samuel, and how Eli helped Samuel understand that it was the Lord 
speaking to him. Eli instructed Samuel to listen and to do what God asked of 
him. Then, ask the group to find verse 7. Remind the conferees that as a child 
grows he begins to learn about God before he can recognize the voice of God 
when it comes to conviction.

  Matthew 18:14—Review the summary of verses 1-13 in Matthew 18. 
Consider giving a personal illustration of a child “trusting you” in child-like 
faith. Talk about the meaning of verse 14.

  Romans 14:12—The key word in this verse is account. This introduces the 
group to the truth that we will all give an account of our lives and how we 
respond to God’s calling into a personal relationship with Himself.

Walk through the truths on slides 8 and 9. At this point, remind the group that 
Scripture never teaches about age when it comes to being under conviction 
and confessing Jesus as Savior and Lord. Scripture does, though, teach about 
accountability. Let the group respond to these truths. Help them understand that 
abandoning mechanical approaches of sharing the gospel with children does not 
imply that these plans are not useful. What it means is that the ABCs should be 
shared conversationally so that at any point, because of the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit, sharing the ABCs can be stopped if the child is not ready. At which point, you 
can encourage the child to keep learning about Jesus and to  understand that God 
will help him know when the time is right for him to become a Christian.

Explore the B—Be sure and help each adult conferee evaluate “You know that you 
know” that you have done what the Bible teaches you to do to become a Christian. 
Share with the group these four questions: “How old were you when you became 
a Christian? Where were you at the time? Who was instrumental in leading you to 
Christ? What do you remember most vividly about your conversion experience?” 
Invite confrees to respond. 

Underscore:  “The Bible never teaches age in conjunction with becoming a Christian.” 
“You should remember a point in time, maybe not the exact date, when you invited 
Jesus into your life to be your Savior and Lord.”

Use remainder of the training time explore C—Commit.  “C” reminds us that we 
must be committed to being prepared to share the gospel with children. Remind 
them that the gospel is not different for children. However, the vocabulary that we 
use in sharing the gospel must be child friendly and concrete.  Tell the conferees that 
you are walking through information and tips on sharing the gospel with a child, 
and these tips can be found in the “Leading a Child to Christ” booklet. Give a booklet 
to each attendee. 

Walk through the progression of God’s design for a child’s spiritual growth. 
Underscore the importance of trust development during the first few years of life. 
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Add, “It is difficult for a child to believe in and trust a God whom he cannot see if he 
can’t trust the significant adults in his life that he can see, hear and touch.”  

Review the questions that compile the important aspects of “being accountable.”  
Talk about answers that children might give to each if they understand enough to be 
under conviction.

Spend the rest of the conference time in reviewing tips in talking with children 
about becoming a Christian. 

Talk about open-ended questions.  Remind the group that children can usually 
tell by the inflection of one’s voice what the answer to a “yes” or “no” question is 
supposed to be. Challenge the group to ask questions such as “What have you heard 
that makes you want to become a Christian?” “What do you think the Bible teaches 
that someone must understand and do before he gets baptized?”  Encourage the 
group to give short, to-the-point answers to children’s questions. Some children 
will only ask these questions once and a simple answer may be enough. But when 
children keep asking questions this is usually a significant signal that conviction of 
sin is taking place. 

Discuss the difference between “conversational” and “confrontational.” 

Guide the group to understand that just because a child asks, “When can I get 
baptized?” this does not always mean that a child is under conviction or is ready to 
pray and receive Christ.  Also, use this as an opportunity to talk about how confusing 
and scary some of our church talk words and phrases may be for children. Examples: 
give your heart to Jesus (major surgery); invite Jesus into your heart (how does He get 
in there?); would you like to be washed in the blood of Jesus? Consider talking about 
inviting Jesus into your life to be the boss of your life. Help the group to understand 
that in talking with children they need to learn to use concrete, literal words.  An 
optional idea to help adults understand that children are literal minded would be 
to read an excerpt from one of these books by Fred Gwynn, A Chocolate Moose 
for Dinner, I’m a Little Pigeon Toed, or The King Who Reigned.  These books help us 
understand what children are visualizing when you use certain words. Remind the 
conferees that children can only understand what you say if it directly relates to their 
life experiences. 

Talk about the importance of helping children understand the chronology of 
becoming a Christian, then getting baptized and taking the Lord’s Supper.  Share 
the fact that when many adults in our churches are asked the question, “Are you 
a Christian?” they will respond with “Yes, I have been baptized!”  Help the group 
understand that these are two different steps. The biblical order is become a 
Christian first, and then follow with baptism to show that you believe Jesus died 
on the cross, was buried in a tomb, and then came back to life to become the living 
Savior of the world. 

Use the next tip to remind adults not to answer their own question(s) if a child does 
not respond immediately. Educators say that 20 seconds is not too long to wait for 
a child’s answer. If the child cannot answer, rather than giving away the answer, 
consider re-phrasing the question to help the child understand what is being asked. 
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Encourage conferees to underline, circle, and put stars around the next tip:  “Each 
child deserves personal counseling.”  Boldly state that if becoming a Christian is the 
most important decision that any one can make (and it is), then it should be done 
individually and not as a group. Often when talking with a group of children, there 
will always be one child who is the most verbal. In this instance, other children will 
readily agree with the verbal child and the counselor may never know what each 
child really knows or understands. 

Talk about ways to follow-up with parents. Discuss the importance of always 
encouraging children to talk with their parents about their decisions and questions. 
Challenge the parents in the group to plan for “Daddy Dates” and “Mommy Dates” 
throughout life to give the child the chance to evaluate and affirm his or her decision 
to become a Christian. 

Remind the group to use a Bible translation with which children are familiar. 
Challenge the group to think through how various translations can be used and how 
words can be explained. Encourage the group to list words that might be confusing 
or frightening to children if not explained. 

Spend as much time as needed on the last slide for parents. Talk about each 
approach to anchoring the memory for the child about the time when he/she 
became a Christian: 

  Create a memory box—Place in a shoe box the journal or learner guide the 
child completed in a New Christian’s class; the church bulletin from the day 
the child was baptized; pictures of the public profession of faith and baptism; 
encouraging notes from friends and family about the decision to become a 
Christian.

  Prepare a diary/journal page—Invite the child to take a sheet of paper and 
write about where he was, what he prayed, and what he believes God did 
because of what he prayed when he became a Christian. Invite the child to 
sign and date the page.  Place the page in an envelope and put it in a safe 
place, so when a child wants to get out the page and read it, he can. Talk 
about how the child can keep the envelope and read what he has written 
when his faith is challenged. 

  Record the event in the child’s Bible—This will give him a life-long 
reminder and anchor about his decision to become a Christian.

Show the “Leading a Child to Christ” video (Segement 1, 14.30 min.).  At the close of 
the video, lead the group to discuss what they saw and how they might have done 
anything differently. Also, use this time to review the ABCs of Becoming a Christian 
tract used in the video as well as the Leading a Child to Christ booklet. Lead the 
conferees in removing the perforated page of the booklet and placing it in their 
personal Bibles as a tool to be used in the future when talking to a child about 
salvation.

Lead in a closing prayer of commitment for parents. Challenge parents to commit in 
their own hearts and minds the need to be ready to lead their own children to Christ. 
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NOTE:  If the training session is only for parents, you may want to stop at this 
point. If the training session includes teachers of children in any childhood 
ministry, refer conferees to the information for teachers on the back of the 
“Leading a Child to Christ” booklet. 

The purpose of these steps is to give children’s teachers and leaders tips for sharing 
the gospel with a group of children. Ask teachers to brainstorm thoughts about “do’s 
and don’ts” when it comes to sharing the gospel with children in group-settings. The 
closing slides will help affirm or challenge the group’s thoughts. 

Talk about acceptable ages when presenting the gospel to children. Challenge the 
group to realize how differently younger children process information as compared 
to older children. Ask for examples from the group. 

Dialogue about children’s attention spans to help leaders understand the reasons to 
“keep it brief.” Reinforce that a child’s attention span is about one minute per year of 
age. Talk about what would be the best way to share the gospel in a group setting. 

Discuss the pros and cons of using a response card as compared to a show of hands. 

Talk about immediate and long-range follow-up plans that a church can use. The 
following is an illustration of immediate follow-up: 

  Ask the child making the decision to become a Christian to point at you 
with his “pointer” finger.  Grab hold of the child’s finger by wrapping one of 
your hands around the finger. Challenge the child to pull his finger out and 
away.  Always allow the child to be able to pull his finger out. Comment, 
“You know, I am just a human being. I cannot always hold on to you and be 
with you wherever you go. But look in your Bible at Hebrews 13:5. In fact, 
let’s underline the words of this verse “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  
Talk about this dynamic truth with the child. Remind him that he cannot live 
according to his feelings. He must live according to the truth taught in the 
Bible.

As you end the session encourage the leaders to continue training everyone who 
talks with and counsels children. Walk back through the tract and Leading a Child to 
Christ perforated page. Encourage the group to ask any questions they might have, 
and review the information related to the ABCs of Becoming a Christian.  

Close in prayer. Challenge teachers to make the commitment to spend time in being 
prepared to talk with children/students about becoming a Christian.  
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