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Introducing  
Andrew Murray and Bo Stevens

Andrew Murray (1828–1917) was a pastor in South Africa who wrote 
dozens of books that are still classic discipleship messages more than 
one hundred years after their initial releases. Murray was also a popular 
speaker around the world and is known for his mission work in Africa 
as well. He wrote his books in his native Dutch language, and they were 
later translated into English and a dozen or more other languages. Written 
in 1864, Abide in Christ was one of his earliest books and one for which 
he became a popular writer of his day. Even today his book on abiding in 
Christ is considered the classic statement on the subject. In 1897 he wrote 
The True Vine as a devotional guide to help young Christians understand 
and live a successful and fruitful Christian life. We’ve taken Murray’s most 
mature thinking about the parable of the Vine in John 15 from this later 
text to help modern Christians understand and experience the victorious 
life Christ intended for every believer.

Bo Stevens is the senior pastor at Trinity Baptist Church in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. He earned a bachelor of business administration from Southern 
Arkansas University in Magnolia, Arkansas, and both a master of divinity and 
master of religious education from the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary in 
Cochrane, Alberta, Canada. Bo has developed material for new believers and 
is helping them grow in their newfound faith. God is using him in the United 
States and Canada to speak in churches and conferences. He and his wife, 
Tonya, live in Cochrane with their three children—Lauren, Paige, and Cody.

Editor’s note: Joe Johnson updated the original text of The True Vine to help 
modern readers better understand its meaning. Murray’s text is the source for 
the primary devotional in the main text column each day (beginning on p. 14) 
and for occasional quotations in orange type in the margins marked with his 
initials (am). Bo Stevens wrote the learning activities, prayer assignments, 
leader guide, Discipleship Helps, and additional comments in the margins 
marked with his initials (brs). We pray that God will use this classic text in a 
modern workbook format to help you experience the joy of abiding in Christ.



Introduction to Abide in Christ
Do you remember the moment you entered a saving, life-giving relationship with 
Jesus Christ? What a moment! Scripture tells us the angels rejoiced over your 
decision to receive the Savior. I wonder what the angels would have done if you had 
then said to Jesus, “Thanks for the ticket to heaven! I’ll see Ya when I get there!” 
That would be absurd! Jesus saved you so that you could live in a love relationship 
with Him that starts now and continues throughout eternity.

As Jesus taught, He used many illustrations to help His disciples understand 
spiritual truths and how they needed to relate to Him. One of the most beautiful 
and profound of these illustrations is the parable of the Vine and Its Branches,  
found in John 15:1-16. This parable will be the focus of our study.

Jesus told this parable to His disciples on the night of His arrest, only hours before 
He would die on the cross. He wanted them to have a clear understanding of the 
relationship He would soon bring about through His death and resurrection. His 
main point in using this parable is to call each of us to live in an abiding relationship 
with Him, a relationship in which we live in Him and He lives in us.

It would be easy to study this parable to gain more knowledge, but this was not our 
Lord’s intent when He shared this parable with His disciples. His intent was for 
them to begin experiencing an abiding relationship in Him. He has the same intent 
for you and me today. He wants us to learn to abide, not simply learn what it means 
to abide. I pray that during the next six weeks, you will begin to experience your 
Lord as never before as you take the steps necessary to abide in Him.

Small-Group Study of Abide in Christ
Although you could study this book alone, I want you to experience God’s best. 
When God saved you, He placed you in the body of Christ so that you can benefit 
from the ministry of other members of the body. You are also in the body to help 
others. The writer of Hebrews instructed us, “Let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
is the manner of some, but exhorting one another” (Hebrews 10:24-25). I encourage 
you to join a group of other believers in Christ and work through this study together. 
You will find that we need one another, and we can help one another live out the 
deep truths of this parable.

If you are the person who will lead the small-group sessions, you will find a brief 
leader guide on pages 86–94. For each of the six sessions, I’ve suggested learning 
activities that will guide you to share, process, and apply what you are learning. 
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Personal Study of Abide in Christ
This book is designed for you not to simply read but to actually interact with the 
Lord as you read and learn. I’ve given you several types of activities to help you 
respond to the Lord as He teaches you.

Five daily lessons. Each week you will study five daily lessons before meeting with 
a small group to process what you are leaning. Don’t wait until the end of the week 
to start your study. Set aside time to spend with the Lord each day for working on 
the study. This will help you develop a daily time to come before the Lord and allow 
Him to encounter you. For the next six weeks let this book be your guide for your 
daily time with the Lord. By starting the day with your focus on Christ, you will be 
in a position all day to let God apply biblical truths to your life. As you do this one 
day at a time, you will learn and grow at a reasonable pace. You will need to study 
week 1 before your first small-group session.

Quiet time. A quiet-time activity will start each day. I’ve called it “Abiding in 
the Vine Today.” First you will read a portion of the parable from John 15. Then 
“Today’s Key Idea” provides you a preview of the daily devotional. Then I want you 
to take a moment and respond to the Lord. This will help you start each day of study 
by focusing on the Lord and responding to Him. To live in the abiding relationship 
Jesus calls us to, we must learn to respond to Him. This starts by spending time with 
Him each day in His Word and prayer.

Prayer. Several prayer activities are included in the study each day. These activities 
are indicated by an arrow pointing up to God and down to you, symbolizing the way 
prayer is to function. Prayer is communication with God that goes both ways: you 
talk to the Lord, and He speaks to you. Please do not omit or rush through these 
times of prayer, but stop and spend time with the Lord. These may very well be life-
changing moments between you and the Lord.

Personal response. Another type of activity, indicated by an orange, circled number 
(see an example on the opposite page), tests your understanding of the previous text, 
helps you make application to your own life, or gives another assignment for you to 
accomplish. At times you will be asked to reflect on your personal relationship with 
the Lord. I hope these activities will help you better understand what it means for  
you to abide in Christ. When a specific answer is expected, you can check your 
response against the answer in the margin.

Daily review and prayer response to the Lord. At the end of each devotional message, 
Andrew Murray has given you a prayer to pray as your own. Don’t just read the 
words, but take them to heart and make the prayer your own. At the end of each day, 



Abide in Christ

I’ll ask you to review what you have studied and identify a statement or Scripture 
that God seems to have emphasized. This will help you more firmly plant the 
teaching in your mind. Then you will be guided to ask the Lord how He would  
want you to respond to Him. Space is provided in the margin for you to write 
your own prayer response to the Lord. Any time we study God’s Word, we can be 
confident that the Holy Spirit will guide and speak to us. As He does so, He intends 
for us to respond to Him. As you study, I hope you begin to anticipate an encounter 
with the Lord and realize your need to respond to Him. This interaction with the 
Lord is part of an abiding relationship with Christ, the true Vine.

Memorizing Scripture. I want you to begin memorizing the parable of the Vine 
and Its Branches so that you can meditate on these truths throughout the day. You 
have two options. Level 1 guides you to memorize six key verses from the parable. 
Because we will study only 16 verses, you may want to press on to learn all 16 verses.

1 Look at the Scripture-memory cards at the back of the book and check the  
level you will commit to memorize� Cut out the cards and carry one with you  
for review each day�
◯ Level 1: Memorize some of the main verses ( John 15:5,7,8,10,12,16).
◯ Level 2: Memorize the whole passage ( John 15:1-16).

Abiding in Christ
When we talk about abiding in Christ, many of us struggle to wrap our minds around 
what Jesus meant and what this kind of relationship practically looks like. The truth 
is, it’s hard for us to be comfortable with the eternal mystery of this relationship. We 
want things to be more concrete. Let me encourage you to relax. Christ wants this 
relationship with you more than you do. He will help you! At the same time, you can 
do several things to experience the Lord as you abide in Him. Below is a list of some 
ways you can respond to Christ as you abide in Him.

ABIDING IN CHRIST
1.  Enter the relationship with Jesus Christ,  

receiving Him as your Savior and Lord.
2. Surrender your life to Him and His purpose.
3. Live united with Christ as one.
4. Know Christ.
5. Be transformed into His image.
6. Know His commands and obey Him.
7. Love Him and love others as He loves them.
8. Relate to Him through prayer and His Word.
9. Bear much lasting fruit.
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1� ENTER THE RELATIONSHIP
The first step to experience this abiding relationship with Christ is to enter it. Jesus 
said in John 3:3 that you must be born again. There must be a point in your life when 
you choose to trust Christ as your personal Savior and Lord. If you have not done 
this, I encourage you stop at this point and pray, confessing to Jesus that you are a 
sinner and that you believe He died and rose again to save you and give you eternal 
life. Ask Him to forgive you, save you, and become the Lord of your life.
 
2� SURRENDER
You cannot live in an abiding relationship with Christ if you refuse to surrender 
completely to Him. He will not force you to surrender, but rather, He will wait on 
you to choose either Him or yourself. Paul stated in 2 Corinthians 5:15 that we 
should no longer live for ourselves but for Christ, who died and rose again. Will you 
make the decision to live for Christ and not for yourself? Yield to Him as your Lord.
 
3� UNITE WITH CHRIST
An abiding relationship is not a takeover of your life by Christ. It’s a union between 
Christ and you. Within this union the Lord desires to work in and through you as 
you respond in obedience to Him. Ask Him to help you learn to live in union with 
Him. This is a part of the mystery we’ll seek to understand in our study together.

4� KNOW CHRIST
Paul said in Philippians 3:8 that he considered everything a loss compared to knowing 
Christ Jesus. As Paul experienced Jesus, he found himself longing to know Him 
more. Once you begin to abide in Christ, you will come to know Him in deeper ways, 
and will find yourself, like Paul, wanting to know Him even more. This knowledge, 
however, is not just information but knowledge based on experience.

5� BE TR ANSFORMED
When you live in an abiding relationship with Christ, He begins to transform your 
life. Some things He may transform rather quickly, while others take time. You can 
be certain that He will transform your life—and not just into a good person. He will 
work to transform you into His likeness. You will begin to look and act like Christ!
 
6� OBEY HIM
Obedience is a word that we adults like to relegate to the behavior of children. 
However, if you are going to live in an abiding relationship with Christ, you must 
determine that you will obey Him. But you choose to obey Him because you love 
Him. If you refuse to obey Him, everything else in the relationship is hindered. The 
Lord calls for your obedience. But He also enables your obedience. As you obey, you 
will come to experience Him working in and through you as never before.
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7� LOVE HIM AND OTHERS
God demonstrated His love for you by sending His Son to die for you. When God’s 
love touches your life, you desire to express your love to Him. Jesus says we do this 
by obeying Him. And the one command He continually repeated on the night of 
His arrest was that we should love one another as He loves us. As you live in this 
abiding relationship, your love for Him will grow. And because of His love and His 
command, you will love others in the same manner He has loved you.

8� RELATE TO HIM THROUGH PR AYER AND HIS WORD
Jesus paid a great price to give you the privilege to pray, and yet many pray very 
little. Prayer is the communication element within the abiding relationship. As 
in any relationship, without communication your relationship with Christ stops 
functioning as it should. If you are to learn to live in an abiding relationship with 
Christ, you must become a person of prayer. Learn to talk to Him as you would a 
father or a friend. Learn to enjoy your time with Him.

The Lord has also given us His Word and His Spirit to teach us. Through these 
means He will show you how to respond to Him. The Spirit will do this by taking 
you through the Scriptures to an encounter with the living Christ. If you want to 
abide, begin to spend time with God in His Word. For help on developing a quiet 
time, refer to the Discipleship Help on page 82.

9� BEAR MUCH FRUIT
The evidence of someone who lives in an abiding relationship with Christ, the true 
Vine, is much lasting fruit. Jesus emphasized that this fruit will be something that 
only He can produce through your life. If you live in an abiding relationship with 
Christ, you can expect that your life will bear much lasting fruit to the Father’s 
glory. This will be proof that you are His true disciple.

Preface from The True Vine 
by Andrew Murray (1897)
I have felt drawn to try to write what young Christians might easily understand as a 
help to them to take up that position in which the Christian life must be a success. It 
is as if there is not one of the principal temptations and failures of the Christian life 
that is not met here. The nearness, the all-sufficiency, the faithfulness of the Lord 
Jesus, the naturalness, the fruitfulness of a life of faith are so revealed that one could 
with confidence say, “Let the parable enter into the heart, and all will be right.”

May the blessed Lord give the blessing. May He teach us to study the mystery of the 
vine in the spirit of worship, waiting for God’s own teaching.
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“I  am the true vine, and  
My Father is the vinedresser.  

Every branch in Me that does  
not bear fruit He takes away.”

John 15:1-2

Week 1

The True Vine
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The True Vine
THIS WEEK’S PAR ABLE FOCUS
John 15:1-2 • “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  
Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away.”

OVERVIEW OF WEEK 1
Day 1: Previewing the Parable of the Vine
Day 2: The Vine
Day 3: The Vinedresser
Day 4: The Branch
Day 5: The Fruit

VERSES TO MEMORIZE
◯ Level 1: John 15:5
◯ Level 2: John 15:1-3

DISCIPLESHIP HELPS FOR WEEK 1
Read “Developing Your Quiet Time” (p. 82)

POSSIBLE RESPONSES TO THIS WEEK’S STUDY
I will grow in my abiding relationship with Christ and demonstrate my love for Him 
by doing things like the following.

•  I will memorize Scriptures from the parable of the True Vine and meditate on their 
meaning for my life.

•  I will study the parable of the True Vine and seek to understand and live in the 
relationship with Christ that is available to me.

•  I will develop a daily time with Christ in which I read His Word and pray.
•  I will choose to surrender my life to the will and purposes of Christ, my true Vine.
•  I will seek to be conformed to the image of Christ, who lives in me by His Spirit.  

I will seek to know Him and be like Him in my attitudes and actions.
•  I will accept my absolute dependence on God to work in me and through me.
•  I will grow in my confidence and faith that God will make me a fruitful branch.
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Day 1 • Previewing the Parable of the Vine
-

 Read and meditate on the Parable Focus and Today’s Key Idea  
in the margin� Begin today’s study with prayer�

One of Jesus’ most important teaching times with His disciples came 
on the night of His arrest. During this time He did not focus on the 
agony that awaited Him in only a few short hours. Instead, He focused 
on the new relationship that His death and resurrection would bring to 
the world. He wanted His disciples to know how to relate to Him in this 
new relationship. It is with this new relationship in mind that He told the 
parable of the Vine and Its Branches. This union between vine and branch, 
from this point forward, would symbolize the deep, intimate relationship 
in which Jesus calls each of us to live with Him.

1 Open your Bible and read Jesus’ parable of the Vine and Its Branches 
in John 15:1-16� Then match the truth on the left with the correct 
person on the right� Write a letter beside each number�

___ 1. Bears fruit, more fruit, much fruit a. Jesus
___ 2. Can do nothing by himself b. God the Father
___ 3. Is cut off and thrown into the fire c. Disciple
___ 4. Vinedresser who prunes the branches d. Branch with no fruit
___ 5. Vine that produces fruit through the branches
___ 6. One who chose and appointed the branches to bear fruit

The word abide* is not used very much these days. To abide means to 
continue in, to dwell, to remain, or to stand. But even those words seem 
inadequate to describe what Jesus means by abiding in Him. Jesus told  
the parable of the Vine to make His meaning more clear. Just as a branch  
is connected to a grapevine, He wants us to be solidly connected to Him.  
The illustration of a vine and its branches reveals these truths and more:
•  The vine and the branch are of the same substance, the same wood.
•  A branch that is grafted into the vine sends fibers down into the vine.
• The vine sends fibers into the branch until they become one.
•  The branch needs the vine in order to live. It cannot survive without  

sap from the vine.
•  The vine needs the branch in order to bear fruit. Without the branch  

the vine cannot produce fruit by itself.1

Abiding in the Vine Today

Parable Focus: “I am the 
vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and 
I in him, bears much fruit; 
for without Me you can do 
nothing” (John 15:5).

Today’s Key Idea: Jesus 
wants me to live in an 
abiding relationship with 
Him (BRS).

Pray: Lord Jesus, during 
the coming days and weeks, 
help me come to understand 
how I can have an abiding 
relationship with You that 
produces spiritual fruit.

Abide: continue in, dwell,  
remain, stand

By using this term, Jesus 
stressed our need to give  
our lives to Him and  
make Him our permanent 
dwelling place (BRS).

#1 Answers: 1-c; 2-c; 3-d;  
4-b; 5-a; 6-a
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The one thing that stands out in looking at a vine and its branches is their 
oneness. They each have committed themselves to the other. As we look 
at a branch, it would be absurd to think of its choosing not to abide in the 
vine. Its only hope for life is found in the vine. And yet as we read Jesus’ 
words in this parable, it becomes very clear that we as the branches must 
choose to abide in the true Vine. It’s up to us! He will never force you to 
choose Him; He simply offers you the choice. If you are to experience 
the relationship that Jesus came to give you, you must choose to sink your 
life in Him and Him alone. To abide in Him means that you let go of 
everything else and choose to make Him your permanent dwelling place.

2 If you have not already done so, read “Abiding in Christ” in the 
introduction on pages 7–9 and answer the following questions�
a. Which action is the most difficult or challenging for you? #___
b.  Believing that Jesus is the One who is working in you to bring these  

to pass, which action would you most like to experience fully and why?

#___ Why? ______________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

3 Review Jesus’ parable of the Vine in John 15:1-16 and underline the 
statement that is the most meaningful to you� Write it below�

 _________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________

Jesus did not give this parable to His disciples so that they could learn more 
about Him. He was trying to help them live in this relationship with Him. 
His purpose as you spend time studying this parable will be the same. He 
wants you to live in the fullness of the abiding relationship with Him.

 Lord, thank You for offering me such a relationship. Open my eyes to what 
can be if I choose to abide in You. Make me an abiding branch of the true 
Vine for Your glory.

4 Review today’s lesson and draw a star beside the statement or 
Scripture that God seemed to emphasize to you the most� Ask the 
Lord how He would have you respond to Him in light of what He has 
said to you� Write a prayer of response to the Lord in the margin�

Abiding in Christ
1.  Receiving Christ as Savior 

and Lord
2. Surrendering to Him
3. Living united with Him 
4. Knowing Him
5. Being transformed
6.  Knowing His commands 

and obeying Him
7. Loving Him and others
8.  Relating to Him through 

prayer and His Word
9. Bearing much fruit (brs)

Responding to My Lord

________
1.  Claude King, The Call to Follow 

Christ (Nashville: LifeWay Press,  
2006), 22.

W
eek 1 » D

ay 1
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Day 2 • The Vine

 Read and meditate on the Parable Focus and Today’s Key Idea  
in the margin� Begin today’s study with prayer�

Certain earthly things are mere shadows of heavenly realities—the 
expression in created, visible forms of the invisible glory of God. The life 
and the truth are in heaven. On earth we have figures and shadows of 
heavenly truths. When Jesus says, “I am the true vine,” He tells us that all 
the vines of earth are pictures and emblems of Himself. He is the divine 
reality of which they are the created expression. They all point to Him, 
preach Him, and reveal Him. If you would know Jesus, study the vine.

Our eyes gaze on and admire a vine with its beautiful fruit. Come and 
gaze on the heavenly Vine until your eyes turn from all else to admire Him. 
Come and be still under the shadow of the true Vine and rest under it from 
the heat of the day. Many rejoice in the fruit of the vine! Come, take, and 
eat of the heavenly fruit of the true Vine and let your soul say, “I sat under 
His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste.”

Jesus is the true* Vine. This is a heavenly mystery. The earthly vine can 
teach us much about this Vine of heaven. Many interesting and beautiful 
points of comparison suggest themselves. They help us understand what 
Christ meant. But such thoughts don’t teach us what the heavenly Vine 
really is in its cooling shade and its life-giving fruit. The experience of this 
is part of the hidden mystery, which only Jesus Himself, by His Holy Spirit, 
can unfold and impart.

1 Mark the following statements T (true) or F (false)�
___ a.  If I study the earthly vine enough, my human reason can help  

me fully understand and experience Jesus as the true Vine.
___ b.  Only Jesus, by His Holy Spirit, can help me experience  

Him as the true Vine.

“I am the true vine.” The vine is the living Lord, who Himself speaks, gives, 
and works all He has for us. If you would know the meaning and power of 
that word, do not think to find it by thought or study; these may help show 
you what you must receive from Him to awaken desire, hope, and prayer, 

Abiding in the Vine Today

Parable Focus: “I am the 
true vine” (John 15:1).

Today’s Key Idea: Jesus (the 
true Vine) will be for me (the 
branch) all I need Him to 
be. He speaks, guides, and 
works to give me divine life 
and vitality (BRS).

Pray: Lord, open my 
mind to understand this 
illustration that You are the 
true Vine. Reveal the truth 
about Yourself to me.

True: that which is genuine  
or authentic and not a copy

Jesus’ statement that He is “the 
true vine” means He is the 
perfect and only heavenly Vine. 
All others are copies (BRS).

#1 answers: a–F; b–T
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but they cannot show you the Vine. Jesus alone can reveal Himself. He gives 
His Holy Spirit to open your eyes to gaze on Him, to open your heart to 
receive Him. He Himself must speak these words to you and me.

 Ask the Holy Spirit to help you come to know Jesus as the true Vine  
of your life and the difference He can make�

“I am the true vine.” And what am I to do if I want the mystery, in all its 
heavenly beauty and blessing, opened up to me? With what you already 
know of the parable, bow down and be still, worship and wait, until the 
divine Word enters your heart and you feel His holy presence with you and 
in you. The overshadowing of His holy love will give you the perfect calm 
and rest of knowing that the Vine will do all you need Him to do.

2 Check one or two things in the list below that you can begin to do  
to place yourself before Christ so that He can begin to reveal Himself 
to you as the true Vine�
◯ Develop a daily time that I spend with Him in private prayer
◯ Begin to spend time praying with other believers
◯ Take time to study His Word, asking the Holy Spirit to teach me
◯ Learn to worship God in spirit and in truth
◯ Ask the Lord to help me learn to recognize His voice and obey Him

“I am the true vine.” The One who speaks these words is God, in His infinite 
power able to enter us. He is man, one with us. He is the crucified One, 
who won a perfect righteousness and a divine life for us through His death. 
He is the glorified One, who from the throne gives His Spirit to make His 
presence real and true. He speaks. Listen, not to His words only but to 
Himself, as He whispers secretly day by day: “I am the true Vine! All that 
the vine can ever be to its branch, I will be to you.”

 Holy Lord Jesus, I pray to You. Reveal Yourself to my soul. Let the Holy 
Spirit, not only in thought but also in experience, allow me to know all  
that You, the Son of God, are to me as the true Vine.

4 Review today’s lesson and draw a star beside the statement or 
Scripture that God seemed to emphasize to you the most� Ask the 
Lord how He would have you respond to Him in light of what He has 
said to you� Write a prayer of response to the Lord in the margin�

Jesus alone can reveal 
Himself. He gives His 
Holy Spirit to open your 
eyes to gaze on Him, to 
open your heart to receive 
Him (AM).

Responding to My Lord
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Day 3 • The Vinedresser

 Read and meditate on the Parable Focus and Today’s Key Idea  
in the margin� Begin today’s study with prayer�

1 As you read the following paragraph, circle the two lessons you must 
learn about your relationship to the Father as the Vinedresser�

A vine must have a vinedresser to plant and watch over it, to receive and 
rejoice in its fruit. Jesus said, “My Father is the vinedresser.” Jesus was the 
vine of God’s planting. All He was and did, He owed to the Father. In all 
He sought only the Father’s will and glory. He had become man to show us 
what a creature ought to be to its Creator. His relationship to the Father is 
what He seeks to make ours. He became the true Vine so that we might be 
true branches. Both in regard to Christ and ourselves, the words teach us 
the two lessons of absolute dependence and perfect confidence.

“My Father is the vinedresser.” Christ ever lived in the spirit of what He once 
said: “The Son can do nothing of Himself” (John 5:19). As dependent as 
a vine is on a vinedresser for the place where it is to grow, for its fencing in 
and watering and pruning, Christ felt Himself entirely dependent on the 
Father every day for the wisdom and the strength to do the Father’s will. He 
said, “The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; 
but the Father who dwells in Me does the works” (John 14:10). This absolute 
dependence had as its blessed counterpart the confidence that He had nothing 
to fear: the Father could not disappoint Him. With such a Vinedresser as His 
Father, He could enter death and the grave. He could trust God to raise Him 
up. All that Christ is and has, He has not in Himself but from the Father.

2 Check the statement that best describes Jesus’ dependence on the Father�
◯ a.  He chose to be self-dependent and attempted to do the Father’s 

will in His own strength and ability.
◯ b.  He was absolutely dependent on the Father to do the Father’s will. 

As a result, He had perfect confidence and trust in the Father.

“My Father is the vinedresser.” That is as gloriously true for us as for Christ. 
Before Jesus ever used the word branches or spoke at all of abiding in Him 
or bearing fruit, He turned their eyes heavenward to the Father. At the very 

Abiding in the Vine Today

Parable Focus:  
“My Father is the vinedresser” 
(John 15:1).

Today’s Key Idea: God 
the Father is my heavenly 
Vinedresser. I am dependent 
on Him for all I am to be 
as a branch, and I can have 
complete confidence in 
Him to do His work in and 
through me (BRS).

Pray: Father, You are the 
One who takes care of the 
vine and its branches. Be to 
me all You know I need.

Christ felt Himself 
entirely dependent on  
the Father every day 
for the wisdom and 
the strength to do the 
Father’s will (AM).

As Christians, we are to give 
ourselves to God in complete 
dependence and trust (BRS).

#2 answer: b



17

root of all Christian life lies the thought that God is to do all. Our work is 
to give and leave ourselves in His hands. We confess our utter helplessness 
and dependence in the confidence that He gives all we need. The great 
lack of the Christian life is that we leave God the Father out of the picture. 
Christ came to bring us to God the Father. Christ lived the life of a man 
exactly as we have to live it. Christ the Vine points to God the Vinedresser. 
As He trusted God, let us trust God as those who belong to the Vine. Let’s 
trust that everything we ought to be and have will be given to us from above.

3 How would you describe your dependence on God? Check one  
or write your own�
◯ a.  I am dependent on God only when I can’t work things out  

for myself.
◯ b.  I know I should be completely dependent on God, but  

I am struggling to let go and trust Him as He desires. 
◯ c.  I am giving myself over to God in absolute dependence  

and have great confidence that He will provide all I need. 
◯ d. Other:  _______________________________________________

 Pray that the Lord will help you learn to be completely dependent  
on Him and to experience perfect confidence in Him� 

Isaiah declared, “A vineyard of red wine! I, the LORD, keep it, I water it 
every moment; Lest any hurt it, I keep it night and day” (Isaiah 27:2-3). As 
high and holy as is our calling, so mighty and loving is the God who will 
work it all out (see Philippians 2:13). As surely as the Vinedresser made the 
Vine what it was to be will He make each branch what it is to be. Our Father 
is our Vinedresser. He is the guarantee for our growth and fruitfulness.

 Blessed Father, we are the product of Your work. Oh, that You may receive 
honor from the work of Your hands! O my Father, I desire to open my heart 
to the joy of this wonderful truth: my Father is the Vinedresser. Teach me to 
know and trust You and to see that the same deep interest with which You 
care for and delight in the Vine extends to every branch and to me too.

 
4 Review today’s lesson and draw a star beside the statement or 

Scripture that God seemed to emphasize to you the most� Ask the 
Lord how He would have you respond to Him in light of what He has 
said to you� Write a prayer of response to the Lord in the margin�

At the very root of all 
Christian life lies the 
thought that God is to  
do all, that our work is  
to give and leave ourselves  
in His hands (AM).

Philippians 2:13
“It is God who works in you 
both to will and to do for 
His good pleasure.”

Responding to My Lord
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Day 4 • The Branch

 Read and meditate on the Parable Focus and Today’s Key Idea  
in the margin� Begin today’s study with prayer�

Here we have one of the chief words in the parable—branch. A vine needs 
branches: without branches it can do nothing, can bear no fruit. Before 
we listen to what Christ said about the branch, let us first consider what a 
branch is and what it teaches us about our life in Him. A branch is simply 
a bit of wood brought forth by the vine for the one purpose of serving it in 
bearing its fruit. It is of the very same nature as the vine and has one life 
and one spirit with it. Just think a moment of the lessons this suggests.

Lessons of the Vine and the Branches
1. Entire consecration 3. Absolute dependence
2. Perfect conformity  4. Undoubting confidence

1. Entire consecration.* The branch has only one object for which it exists, 
one purpose to which it is entirely given up—that is, to bear the fruit the 
vine is intended to bear. And so the believer has only one reason for being 
a branch—one reason for his existence on earth—that the heavenly Vine 
may bring forth His fruit through him. Supremely happy is the person who 
knows this, who has consented to it, and who says, “I have been redeemed, 
and I live for one thing: as exclusively as the natural branch exists only to 
bring forth fruit, I too; as exclusively as the heavenly Vine exists to bring 
forth fruit, I too; as I have been planted by God into Christ, I have wholly 
given myself to bear the fruit the Vine desires to bring forth.”

2. Perfect conformity. The branch is exactly like the vine in every aspect—the 
same nature, the same life, the same place, the same work. In all this they 
are inseparably one. And so the believer needs to know he is a partaker of 
the divine nature. He has the very nature and spirit of Christ in him. His 
one calling is to yield himself to perfect conformity to Christ. The branch 
is a perfect likeness of the vine. The only difference is: the one is great and 
strong and the source of strength. The other is little and feeble, always 
needing and receiving strength. Even so, the believer is and is to be the 
perfect likeness of Christ (see Romans 8:29).

Abiding in the Vine Today

Parable Focus: “Every 
branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit He takes away” 
(John 15:2).

Today’s Key Idea: I am a 
branch of the Vine. I am  
to be like Christ, receive  
all I need from Him, and 
bear for Him the fruit  
He desires (BRS).

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, I 
want to be like You. I want 
to be a fruitful branch, not 
one that is cast away. Make 
me a fruit-bearing branch. 

Consecration: the state of being 
fully devoted to God for His 
purposes

Romans 8:29
“Whom He foreknew,  
He also predestined to  
be conformed to the image  
of His Son.” 
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 Read the list of qualities of Christ in the margin and ask the Lord  
to mold and shape you to be more like Him�

3. Absolute dependence. The vine has its stores of life and sap and strength, 
not for itself but for the branches. The branches have nothing but what the 
vine provides. The believer is called to enter a life of entire and unceasing 
dependence on Christ. Day and night, every moment, Christ is to work in 
him all he needs.

1 Which of the following statements best describes your dependence  
on the Vine? Check one�
◯ a.  I have my own strengths. I need the Vine only to fill in the  

weak spots.
◯ b. I am dependent on the Vine for life and everything I need.

4. Undoubting confidence. The branch has no cure; the vine provides all. The 
branch has only to yield itself and receive. It is the sight of this truth that 
leads to the blessed rest of faith, the genuine secret of growth and strength: 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

2 Review the four lessons of the Vine and the branches listed on page 18 
and circle the one lesson you struggle with the most�

What a superb life would come to us if we only consented to be branches! 
Dear child of God, learn the lesson. You have only one thing to do: just be 
a branch—nothing more, nothing less! Just be a branch; Christ will be the 
Vine who provides all. And the Vinedresser, the mighty God, who made 
the Vine what it is, will as surely make the branch what it ought to be.

 Lord Jesus, reveal to me the heavenly mystery of the branch in its 
living union with the Vine, in its claim on all its fullness. And let Your 
all-sufficiency, holding and filling Your branches, lead me to the rest of faith  
that knows You work out all things.

 
3 Review today’s lesson and draw a star beside the statement or 

Scripture that God seemed to emphasize to you the most� Ask the 
Lord how He would have you respond to Him in light of what He has 
said to you� Write a prayer of response to the Lord in the margin�

Qualities of Christ
loving forgiving
patient kind
obedient peaceful 
gentle faithful
good strong
humble joyful (brs)

You have only one thing 
to do: just be a branch—
nothing more, nothing 
less! (AM).

#1 answer: b is the only possible 
answer if you want to abide in 
Christ.

Responding to My Lord
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Day 5 • The Fruit

 Read and meditate on the Parable Focus and Today’s Key Idea  
in the margin� Begin today’s study with prayer�

Fruit is the next powerful word in the parable: the vine, the vinedresser, 
the branch, the fruit. What has our Lord to teach us about fruit? Simply 
this: fruit is the one thing for which the branch exists. If it doesn’t bear 
fruit, the vinedresser takes it away. The vine is the glory of the vinedresser; 
the branch is the glory of the vine; the fruit is the glory of the branch. If 
the branch doesn’t bring forth fruit, there is no glory or worth in it. It is 
an offense and a hindrance, and the vinedresser takes it away. The one 
reason for the existence of a branch, the one mark of being a true branch 
of the heavenly Vine, the one condition of being allowed by the divine 
Vinedresser to share the life the Vine, is bearing fruit.

1 Fill in the blank:  The one mark of being a true branch of  
the heavenly Vine is bearing  _______________________.

And what is fruit? Fruit is what the branch bears, not for itself but for its 
owner—something that is to be gathered and taken away. The branch does 
receive sap from the vine for its own life. By it the branch grows thicker 
and stronger. But this supply for its own maintenance is entirely secondary 
to its fulfillment of why it exists—to bear fruit. Because Christians do not 
understand or accept this truth, they fail in their efforts and prayers to 
live the branch life. They often desire it earnestly; they read and meditate 
and pray, and yet they fail; they wonder why. The reason is very simple: 
they don’t know that fruit bearing is the one thing for which they’ve been 
saved. Just as entirely as Christ became the true Vine with the one object, 
you have been made a branch too, with the one object of bearing fruit for 
the salvation of people. Christ and the believer, the heavenly Vine and the 
branch, have equally their place in the world exclusively for one purpose: 
to carry God’s saving love to men and women, boys and girls. Hence this 
serious message: every branch that does not bear fruit, He takes away.

2 Do you often fail in your efforts and prayers to live a fruitful branch 
life in union with Christ?  ◯ yes  ◯ no

Abiding in the Vine Today

Parable Focus: “Every 
branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit He takes away” 
(John 15:2).

Today’s Key Idea: The one 
condition for my sharing the 
life of the Vine is bearing 
fruit that brings God’s saving 
love to humanity (BRS).

Pray: Lord, I want to meet 
Your conditions to be a branch 
that stays connected to You. 
Flow Your life through me 
for the sake of others who 
need You.

Christ and the believer … 
have equally their place 
in the world exclusively 
for one purpose: to carry 
God’s saving love to men 
and women, boys and 
girls (AM).

#1 answer: fruit
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Let’s watch out for one terrible mistake. Many Christians think their own 
salvation is the most important thing; their temporal life and prosperity, 
with the care of their family, the second; and what of time and interest is 
left may be devoted to fruit bearing, to the salvation of others. No wonder 
that in most cases very little time or interest can be found. No, Christian, 
the one object with which you have been made a member of Christ’s body is 
that the Head may have you carry out His saving work. The one object God 
had in making you a branch is that Christ may bring life to others through 
you. Your personal salvation, your business and care for your family, are 
entirely subordinate to this. Your first aim in life, your first aim every day, 
should be to know how Christ desires to carry out His purpose in you.

3 Which of the following statements best describes your life?  
Check one�
◯ a. I live mostly for myself and what I want to accomplish.
◯ b. I seek to live for Christ only when it is convenient for me.
◯ c.  I want Christ to accomplish His purpose through me each day.
◯ d. Other:  _______________________________________________

4 Which of the previous statements should be true of your life? _______

Let’s begin to think as God thinks. Let’s accept Christ’s teaching and 
respond to it. The one object of my being a branch, the one mark of my 
being a true branch, the one condition of my abiding and growing strong, 
is that I bear the fruit of the heavenly Vine for dying souls to eat and live. 
I can be confident of this: with Christ as my Vine and the Father as my 
Vinedresser, I can surely be a fruitful branch.

 Father, You come seeking fruit. Teach me to realize how truly this is the one 
object of my existence and of my union to Christ. Make it the one desire of my 
heart to be so filled with Your Spirit as to bring forth fruit abundantly.

5 Review today’s lesson and draw a star beside the statement or 
Scripture that God seemed to emphasize to you the most�

 Review “Possible Responses to This Week’s Study” (p� 11)� Ask the 
Lord how He would have you respond to Him in light of what He has 
said to you� Write a prayer of response to the Lord in the margin�

Your first aim in life, your 
first aim every day, should 
be to know how Christ 
desires to carry out His 
purpose in you (AM).

We can be confident that our 
lives will bear fruit to God’s 
glory if we are living in an 
abiding relationship with  
Jesus Christ (BRS).

Responding to My Lord
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